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Celebrating 150 Years Of Service
Monday December 4, 2017, we 

celebrated 150 years of service to 
America! The National Grange 
was established on December 4, 
1867 by our 7 founding fathers; 
Oliver Hudson Kelley, William 
Sanders, Aaron B. Grosh, William 
M. Ireland, Francis M. McDowell, 
John Thompson, and John Trimble. 

Oliver Hudson Kelley was 
assigned the job in 1867 to survey 

the South after its destruction from 
the Civil War. The President wanted 
to know how to restore farmers to 
production. Kelley’s answer was 
simple: The government can do 
nothing; the farmers must do it for 
themselves. He was so convinced 
of this that he quit his government 
job and along with six others 
founded the Grange.

In the first half century of the 

Grange, it was completely a 
“farmer’s only” organization. The 
20th century brought technology 
to the farm which caused a drastic 
drop in the number of farmers. 
The Grange adapted by ending 
its membership requirement to 
be a farmer and opened it to all 
people age 14 or older. Today, 
we still welcome all genders, 
religions, races and orientations 
to our membership who are of 
good character and believe in 
our founding principles of Faith, 
Hope, Charity and Fidelity. 

Rich in history and deep in the 
roots of America, the Grange 
has long been a voice for both 
farmers and rural communities. 
Our accomplishments are both 
outstanding and humbling; here 
are a few notables: 1867 – The 
Grange admits women into full 
membership with a voice and a 
vote

1889 – Elevation of U.S.D.A. to 
the President’s Cabinet

1895 – Sarah Baird is elected 
as the first woman State Grange 
Master in Minnesota and in the 
Nation

1901 – Rural Free Delivery Mail 
Service

1906 – First legislation promoting 
ethanol as a motor fuel

1906 – Pure Food and Drug Act 
which later became the FDA

1914 – Smith-Lever Act which 
led to the establishment of the 
Cooperative Extension

1914-2008 – Grange secures 
passage of successive pieces of 
legislation to finance general 
transportation improvements 
to benefit farming and rural 
communities based on dedicated 
user fees deposited in highway, 
waterways and airport trust funds

1916 – Federal Farm Loan Act
1919 – Universal Suffrage 

Movement
1920-1950 – National Grange 

Continued on Page 6
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BY-LAWS CHANGES

Garden City Grange will meet 
in regular session on Monday, 
January 22, 2018 to officially 
adopt Family Membership. All 
members are encouraged to 
attend.

Viewpoint
Editorial:
Streamlined Tax Code To Help Rural Washington Thrive

Tom Gwin

By Tom Gwin
State Grange Master/President

December 2, 2017:
It’s encouraging to see some 

movement in Washington, D.C. to 
fix our nation’s woefully out-of-
date, overly complex tax code. The 
House of Representatives voted 
on a broad tax reform package 

just a few 
weeks ago 
and now 
it’s time 
for Senate 
Leaders to 
pass tax 
l e g i s l a t i o n 
that can 
be sent to 
P r e s i d e n t 
Trump to 

sign into law this year. We are 
thankful for Washington’s House 
congressional delegation and 
hope our Senate leadership will do 
everything they can to help pass 
broad tax reform that benefits our 
state’s small businesses and rural 
communities.

Federal tax reform is so long 
overdue. Congress hasn’t made 
any significant changes to the 
U.S. tax code in three decades. 
From commerce to technology, 
so much has changed since 
then; our tax laws need to keep 
up with the times. To begin, 
Congress must significantly 
lower the tax burdens placed on 

individuals and businesses. Our 
astronomically high corporate 
tax rate — 35 percent, one of 
the highest in the world — puts 
American businesses at a real 
competitive disadvantage. As the 
world seems to get smaller due 
to globalization, it is crazy that 
our government undermines our 
businesses’ ability to compete.

Smaller businesses — especially 
in Washington’s rural and 
farming communities — face even 
greater hardships at the local 
level. Factoring in state taxes, 
some of Washington’s small 
businesses can pay upwards 
of 40 percent. On top of that, a 
confusing, complicated tax code 
— which at 75,000 pages is far 
too long for anyone who isn’t 
a CPA to understand — means 
local businesses end up wasting 
precious time and resources 
on tax preparation. Surely this 
money would be better spent 
expanding business and creating 
more jobs.

Then there are the loopholes. 
The U.S. tax code is full of them 
and, for the most part, they are 
specifically designed to benefit 
large companies, not the smaller 
businesses that support local 
communities. In Washington, 
there are more than half a million 
small businesses — 98 percent 
of in-state businesses, in fact — 
providing jobs for more than half 
of our state’s employees. Our 

nation’s tax code should help lift 
these small businesses up and 
position them for success, not 
penalize them. To truly foster 
economic growth and help our 
farmers and rural communities, 
Congress must streamline the 
U.S. tax code and cut corporate 
tax rates — which I’m pleased to 
see are both goals in the proposed 
tax reform plan.

Of course, the problems with 
our tax code don’t end there. 
To truly support and protect 
Washington’s vital agricultural 
communities, Congress must 
repeal the death tax and reduce 
the capital gains tax to help 
farmers ensure their legacy 
remains intact and can be passed 
on from generation to generation. 
Additionally, Congress should 
keep in place cash accounting for 
farmers in any tax reform effort 
they pass. It’s just an undeniable 
fact that farmers make huge 
initial investments that they may 
not see a return on for years. 
Factors beyond their control, like 
uncertainty in yields or pricing, 
make it unfair to tax farmers 
based on these investments. 
Preserving cash accounting for 

farmers would ensure they are 
only taxed on what they actually 
produce and sell.

Clearly, the Senate has its work 
cut out for it when it comes to 
tax reform. But now we have a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
lower individual and corporate 
taxes, streamline the tax code, 
close the loopholes that hurt local 
businesses, and provide relief 
and security to small businesses 
and rural farming communities 
in Washington and across this 
great country. Washington’s 
House leadership has proven 
that it is a priority. For that, rural 
and small-town Washington are 
thankful.
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Viewpoint
2018: Sail Toward 
Crossing The Horizon 
To Grange Growth

Tom Gwin

By Tom Gwin
State Grange Master/President

The 151st National Grange Convention is now a part of our history!  
Thank you to each of the committee chairs and volunteers who made this 
convention successful.  Special kudos to Sister Karen Jackson for the fine 
job as the Convention Chair.  Having served in the same capacity for the 
2007 convention in Reno, I am well aware of the tremendous amount of 
troubleshooting performed by the chair.  Karen met those challenges head 
on.  Congratulations and thank you, Karen, for taking on this monumental 
task!

I also want to thank the committee chairs from our state:  Registration – 
Codi Titus, Youth – Rick & Terry Ferguson, 
Hospitality – Davona Gwin, Host Region 
Room – Tony May, Production Room – 
Kathleen Knott, Display Room – Terry 
Abbott and Leslie Wells, Rose Drill – 
Phyllis Ogden, and Trumpet Girls – Lynn 
Wells.  You and the scores of volunteers, 
officers, and deputies all contributed to a 
successful convention.

Some of you are aware that James Bryant 
has resigned as the Director of Family 
Living following his illness this fall.  
Knowing that we needed a replacement 
for James and we are in the final stages 
of 2018 program planning, I asked past 
director Cec Hamilton to take the reigns 

as the Family Living Director until the 2018 convention.   She agreed to 
take on the duties, along with being the Membership Co-Director until the 
convention.  We will be electing a Director of Family Living at our June 
convention to serve the remaining one year of the term.

Many of you are aware of the broken wrist I received within 30 minutes 
of my arrival at the National Convention in Spokane.  The wrist has 
healed, but did not set properly.  The result is that I will be going in for 
wrist surgery on December 7.  I will be out of the office for a few days.

The surgery will have an effect on the upcoming leadership conferences.  
Not knowing the exact rehabilitation time, we will now hold our leadership 
conferences in February.  The Deputy and Pomona Master Conference 
will be in March.  We are continuing to work on the program handbook 
and will have it available online in early January.  Printed copies will be 
available at the conferences.  Dates will be announced in next month’s 
paper.

As we close 2017, I wish you and your family the best for a happy holiday 
season and a wonderful start to the new year.  May 2018 be prosperous 
for your Grange as we sail toward crossing the horizon to Grange growth.

By Heather Hansen
Legislative Lobbyist

The November election changed 
the course of policy making in 
Washington State.  Democrat 
Manka Dhingra’s win in the 
45th legislative district changed 
the majority party in the Senate 
to Democrat.  Democrats now 
control the Senate, House 
of Representatives and the 
Governor’s office but with the 
slimmest of margins, just one vote 
in the Senate and two votes in the 
House.

This was the most expensive 
legislative race in Washington 
State’s history with $9 million 
spent.  The 45th District includes 
Duvall and Woodinville, and 
parts of Kirkland, Redmond and 
Sammamish. Dhingra will serve 
the year left in former Senator 
Andy Hill’s term and will run for 
reelection next year.

The 39th legislative district in 
Snohomish County is also in flux.  
Rep. John Koster resigned to take 
another job shortly before the 
election.  Carolyn Eslick, former 
Mayor of Sultan, was appointed 
to fill his seat.  Just days before 
the election, Senator Kirk Pearson, 
also from the 39th district, was 
named Director of the USDA 
Rural Development program for 
Washington State. His Senate 
seat will be filled by appointment 
before January.

Democratic leaders have begun 
talking about their priorities for 
this legislative session.  First 
among them is passing a capital-
construction budget and trying 
to find agreement on a solution 
to the Hirst decision dealing 
with rural wells.  The capital-
construction budget needs only 
a simple majority to pass, but it 
cannot be implemented without a 
bond bill to raise the funds.  The 
bond bill needs 60% to pass.  That 
means at least five Republicans 
and all of the Democrats in the 
Senate would have to vote for it.

Other issues mentioned as 
priorities for the new Senate 
majority are women’s health, 
gun regulations and closing tax 
exemptions to raise revenue.  
Governor Inslee quickly 
announced that he will push for 
legislation to combat climate 
change. 

The new Senate leadership team 
will be: 

• Sharon Nelson, Maury Island, 
Majority Leader

• Andy Billig, Spokane, Deputy 

M a j o r i t y 
Leader

• J o h n 
M c C o y , 
T u l a l i p , 
Caucus Chair

• L i s a 
W e l l m a n , 
M e r c e r 
Island, Vice 
Caucus Chair

Committees have also changed.  
There will no longer be an 
Agriculture Committee.  It was 
combined with the Natural 
Resources Committee.  The new 
committee structure along with 
Democratic committee members 
is listed below.

• Agriculture, Water, Natural 
Resources & Parks – Sen. Kevin 
Van De Wege, Sequim (Chair); 
Sen. John McCoy, Tulalip (Vice 
Chair)

• Economic Development & 
Trade – Sen. Maralyn Chase, 
Shoreline (Chair); Sen. Dean 
Takko, Longview (Vice Chair)

• Early Learning & K12 
Education – Sen. Lisa Wellman 
(Chair); Sen Christine Rolfes (Vice 
Chair)

• Energy, Environment & 
Technology – Sen. Reuven Carlyle 
(Chair); Sen. Guy Palumbo (Vice 
Chair)

• Financial Institutions & 
Insurance – Sen. Mark Mullet 
(Chair); Sen. Bob Hasegawa (Vice 
Chair)

• Health & Long Term Care – 
Sen. Annette Cleveland (Chair); 
Sen. Patty Kuderer (Vice Chair)

• Higher Education & Workforce 
Development – Sen. Kevin Ranker 
(Chair); Sen. Guy Palumbo (Vice 
Chair)

• Human Services & Corrections 
– Sen. Jeannie Darneille (Chair); 
Sen. Manka Dhingra (Vice Chair)

• Labor & Commerce – Sen. 
Karen Keiser (Chair); Sen. Bob 
Hasegawa (Vice Chair)

• Law & Justice – Sen. Jamie 
Pedersen (Chair); Sen. Manka 
Dhingra (Vice Chair)

• Local Government – Sen. Dean 
Takko (Chair); Sen. Guy Palumbo 
(Vice Chair)

• State Government, Tribal 
Relations & Elections – Sen. Sam 
Hunt (Chair); Sen. Patty Kuderer 
(Vice Chair)

• Transportation – Sen. Steve 
Hobbs (Chair); Sen. Rebecca 
Saldaña (Vice Chair)

• Ways & Means – Sen. Christine 
Rolfes (Chair); Sen. David Frockt 
(Vice Chair/Capital Budget lead) 

Legislative:
THE COURSE OF POLICY 
MAKING CHANGED IN WA

Heather Hansen

GRANGES WITH MEMBERSHIP GAINS
October / December 2017

Bee Hive #385 ........................................1
Bethel #404 .............................................3
Black Lake #861 ....................................8
Bryant #791 ............................................1
Burbank #630 ........................................5
Dry Creek #646 .....................................7
East Spokane #148 ................................1
Entiat #1014 ...........................................3
Five Mile Prairie #905 ..........................3
Forest #133 .............................................1
Green Bluff #300 ...................................2
Greenwood Park #590 .........................1
Haynie #169 ...........................................3
Hazel Dell #1124 ...................................2
Long Beach #667 ...................................2
Marion #276 ...........................................1

Meridian #265 .......................................2
North Creek Valley #769 .....................2
North River #946 ..................................2
Okanogan #1103 ...................................2
Olympic View #774 .............................1
Oroville #985 .........................................1
Sallal #955 ..............................................1
SanPoil #684 ..........................................2
Skamokawa #425 ..................................2
South Lake Stevens #690.....................4
Waitsburg #1 .........................................3

Juniors +1

Dry Creek #646 .......................................2
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AN EYE ON MEMBERSHIP: 

Be a Membership Motivator: 
Let's Get Growing
John & Cecelia Hamilton
State Grange 
Membership Directors

December is here and so is the 
snow at our house. Recently Cec and 
I have had the opportunity to visit 
various Granges within our state and 
have been welcomed with gracious 
hospitality. As a membership 
director it is my goal to strengthen 
and grow the Grange. One of the 
ways I to plan to accomplish this is 
by promoting the different programs 
offered by the departments within 
our organization as well as finding 
ways to encourage activities.  

 As we travel and visit with 
Grangers the common question we 
hear is; “How do we get people to 
come to the Grange and to join our 
organization?” When asked this 
my response includes; “What is the 
makeup of your Grange?”  Is your 
Grange like most in the fact that you 
have members of all ages? If so, are 
you allowing your younger Grangers 
to have input? Are all members 
given the opportunity to provide 
fresh new, and different ideas for 
promoting the Grange? Or is your 
meeting conducted by long term 
members with resistance to allow 
change? You need to encourage 
forward movement and hope in 
order to turn your Grange around. Is 
your Grange hall sitting idle without 
activities? Is your Grange hall there 
only for an occasional meeting? 

At our National Grange 
Convention in Spokane recently 
I had the opportunity to meet 
different state representatives and 
Masters. I had the chance to sit in 
with the Grange Growth Committee. 
While listening to the concerns and 
words of committee members, I 
was asked what I was finding as a 
common denominator for lack of 
membership. After sharing that I 
was relatively new in my position,  

the answer I gave was not easy to 
say or hear. I shared that thus far 
I find that the old guard does not 
allow the new members to flourish 
with fresh ideas, allowing change. 
So, sadly because they feel that they 
cannot be an active participant, new 
members stop attending meetings 
and eventually drop out. Sometimes 
taking other new or prospective 
members with them. It was agreed by 
all on the committee that this is not 
unique only to our state that many 
are experiencing similar situations.

If any of this sounds familiar then I 
suggest we use the holidays and the 
New Year to start a new in order to 
change the future of our Grange. Here 
are a few things to ponder. Is your 
hall inviting to the public? Are there 
activities that the community desires 
to be involved in?  Are your events 
beneficial to your community? When 
the public sees an active Grange 
with events happening within its 
walls it can’t help but spark curiosity 
of people passing by. Before you 
know it, there will be interest and 
participation with the desire to 
belong. Make it a point to follow up 
with new members. Mentor them 
with the hopes that someday they 
will have the same passion and 
dedication you and your long term 
members share. By giving your new 
members the opportunity to share 
their interests and projects, they will 
have fun doing so and it will only 
lead to positive growth and stability. 
Thus, sparking the interest of family 
and friends. 

In closing one last thought, Be a 
Membership Motivator, when was 
the last time you invited a friend 
or neighbor to your Grange?  Carry 
a membership application with 
you when you attend an event and 
actually give it to someone!  Be sure to 
have your meeting date and time on 
the application. We are an awesome 
organization, let’s get growing! 

MembershipWashington Ag In The Classroom:
Increasing Ag Literacy Of 
Washington’s K-12 Students 
- - One Classroom At A Time

I know many of you were able to attend at least part of the National 
Grange Convention recently held in Spokane. It was exciting to see so 
many Grangers from around our Country. As a few of us from Washington 
were eating some delicious cranberry snacks, I asked which state grows 
the most cranberries, Washington or Massachusetts. Well, we were all 
surprised when Google told us that Wisconsin grows more than 55% of 
the cranberries grown in the United States. Within a few minutes, I met 
a Granger from Wisconsin and she shared what part of Wisconsin grows 
cranberries. Isn’t it great to know about Washington’s crops, even when 
we’re not #1?

But ……  Why should Washington Grangers promote agriculture 
literacy?

• Even many rural students are only familiar with their local 
agriculture, rather than the total impact Washington agriculture has in 
our daily life.

• Most students know that food doesn’t “come from grocery stores”, 
but few students know how their food gets to the store or market.

• What non-food crops are grown in Washington?
• Listing the foods that you ate at your Thanksgiving dinner, are 

those foods grown, cultivated, bred, or raised in Washington?
Increasing the agriculture literacy of our K-12 students, urban and 

rural, is a way for Granges to be involved in our communities, increase 
our membership, and encourage active local members. How?

• In the November Grange News issue, our State Lecturer Leslie Jo 
Wells wrote about ways to increase participation at our Booster Nights. 
She suggested that members of local boards and commissions be invited 
to have a table for display and an opportunity to speak to the group 
and share information. Earlier in the same article, she suggested that 
we also invite our children’s teachers. Do you have local teachers using 
the Washington Ag in the Classroom materials? Do you have children 
attending elementary school or involved in high school horticulture 
classes or are FFA members? How about a table display for Ag in the 
Classroom and give time to share information.

• Also in the November Grange News, our State Grange Membership 
Directors John & Cecelia Hamilton presented the idea of a “Local 
Community Resource Night filled with your communities local resource 
agencies sharing their visions and purposes”. This would be a great time 
to also invite local teachers to share what is happening in your schools. 
A table display for Ag in the Classroom would add to the message that 
our Grange continues to be pro-education and supports a Program 
that increases agriculture literacy, is FREE to teachers and increases 
agriculture literacy.

• Are you inviting community members to become involved in your 
Grange? Do they have children? People with children appreciate knowing 
that our Grange has always supported K-12 education and we have been 
involved with Washington Ag in the Classroom since its incorporation as 
a non-profit in 1983.

• Encourage local teachers to use the Washington Ag in the Classroom 
materials. Classroom teachers who subscribe receive a FREE classroom 
set of Ag @School, three times a year, plus teacher’s guide, correlated to 
state learning goals.

• Volunteer to read Who Grew My Soup? to a 2nd grade class and 
then leave the book for the classroom library. We supply the book and 
lesson ideas for the volunteer.

• We write and publish Ag @School here in Washington three times 
each year. The last Ag@School was mailed out on October 19. The 
State Grange Program Handbook 2017 includes, “you might want to 
promote the ‘Ag in the Classroom’ program and sponsor a local teacher” 
as one way to Partner with Schools (along with Words for Thirds and 
Book Collections). “We must reach out and ‘Imagine the Possibilities’ 
“.  Washington Ag in the Classroom survives only through donations 
and grants. So another way to support agriculture literacy is through 
your financial support. Thank you! McMillin Grange #848, Tualco 
Grange #284, and Edgewater #266 have donated to Washington Ag in 
the Classroom! We also received participation money for booths at the 
Southwest Washington Fair and the Spokane Interstate Fair.

Please help the word get out to many people- - parents, educators, 
GRANGERS!

Please let me know how I can help you and your Grange!

Judy Hossner, State Grange Representative, WAIC Board 
360-394-7744  •  jmhhag@gmail.com

See what we're doing: 
www.waic.net
www.facebook.com/WashingtonAginTheClassroom  
www.facebook.com/MaxtheFarmDog 

Nominations Needed For WA State 
Grange Memorial Hall Of Fame

The Washington State Grange is asking for Granges and individuals 
for nominations for the Washington State Grange Hall of Fame.  The 
Hall of Fame shall consist of past, present, and future Grangers of the 
Year/Grange Families of the Year and memorial inductees per the fol-
lowing guidelines:

•  Deceased by June 10 of prior year.
•  Must have been a member in good standing of the fourth degree.
•  Must have demonstrated extraordinary service to the Order or 

have made a unique contribution to the Grange
•  Nominations can be made by any member in good standing
•  Information to include but not limited to: Name of nominee, 

Grange name, date of death, date of membership, levels of member-
ship, accomplishments and activities, and reason person should be 
honored 

All nominations should be addressed to the State Grange Executive 
Committee and sent to the State Grange Office by February 1.  A max-
imum of five Hall of Fame inductees will be announced at the Annual 
State Grange Convention.
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By Yvonne Knuth
Community Service Director

Just think the new year is just around the corner.  It 
was nice to see so many of our Grange members at the 
National Grange Convention held in Spokane. I worked 
in the lecturer and photo areas. There was a nice display of 
work from the Western Region. In the community service 
books, there were over 20 of them with Massachusetts 
taking first and Maine second in the books. These two 
states had a note in their books that stated you don't have 
to have a lot pictures, one or two and a story would do just fine. 

I hope that many Granges took the advantage to work on projects for the 
homeless, the less fortune and/or gave to the food bank for December.  A little 
bit helps a lot.

Conferences will be coming up in February and I hope many of you plan 
to attend. Right now the only change to the community service book is the 
cover. I would like all to put the name of Grange, category, and year on the 
cover. I know that some of you split the year for your book, so please put 2017 
& 2018 on it. Don't forget your volunteer/group volunteers, police officer and 
fireman. These people do so much for the community. For example, Nancy our 
volunteer went to the America in Bloom meeting and came home with first 
place in their division for the best overall community award. So there is an 
example of community service work.

If you have any questions, give a call, e-mail or write a letter to me.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Yvonne Knuth

Community Service: 
Conferences Coming in
February 2018

Community Service

Samish Valley Grange hosted a monthly 
Swap Meet this summer, the beginning of 
what we hope to become annual events.  
Lunch was provided for a donation and we 
also sold chances to win a picnic table with 
benches, which was built by our Master, 
John Robbins.  It was fun and provided a 
little extra money for our community and 
building funds.

Betsy Huber, National Grange 
Master took time for a picture 
with Goldendale Grange 
members. L to R Dennis Roe, 
Betsy Huber, Richard Lefever, 
MaryAnne Enyeart, Deputy 
Lucille Bevis, and Candy Hack  

Goldendale Grangers Attend
National Grange Convention

December 3rd was the annual Community Christmas Dinner presented by Camas Valley 
Grange. Master Leora LeBret and her crew spent a lot of hours decorating the Grange 
Hall "to the 9's" (the photo does not do it justice). WAC officer Marilyn LeBret and kitchen 
crew provided delicious food-and there was a lot of it - desserts were donated by the 
Springdale Community Church. Santa was there to visit with the children.  Each child 
picked a stuffie, received a paper sack with an apple and some candy after chatting with 
Santa. Plus - each child received a hand crocheted headband and scarf made and donated 
by Grange member Darlyn Boyles.  

Camas Valley Grange Hosts
Annual Christmas Dinner

Samish Valley Grange
Hosted Monthly Swap Meet

On December 3rd, East Hill Grange, 
Meridian Grange, and King County 
Pomona hosted a birthday party for the 
National Grange.  It was a great time, and 
the highlight of the day was presenting 
donations to the Don Leingang, Director of 
USO Northwest.  He was very surprised to 
be presented 53 neck pillows for military 
on long flights, 1000 toothbrushes, several 
cases of toothpaste, and 3 "Hugs in a 
Blanket" toys for military children passing 
through the SeaTac USO.  30 of the neck 
pillows were made by campers at Camp 
Cornet Bay during the summer camping 
season.

King County Pomona Celebrates 
National Grange 150th Birthday

Rose Valley Grange Hosts 
Successful Country Christmas
Bazaar and Charity Fundraiser

Rose Valley Grange held a 
wonderful Country Christmas Bazaar 
and Charity Fundraiser.

There were 20 tables of hand crafted 
candles, soap products, wood signs, 
jams and jellies, toys, Christmas 
Decor, linens, tooth whitening 
products, and scentsy products. Santa 
was also in attendance, and enjoyed 
by everyone!

Rose Valley Grange also hosted 
their big sale of home baked goods. 
It was a great success!  The Bazaar 
table rentals, bake sale and fundraiser 
pulled in over $1,100 dollars!

Bottom Picture:  left to right - Jennifer 
Pfleeger, Nicole Nickel, Cathleen Miller, 
Carol Brent.
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Lecturer: 

A Not-So-Secret Weapon 
Is Available – Teamwork
By Leslie Jo Wells
State Grange Lecturer

I hope everyone had a nice 
Thanksgiving.  It seems to be one of 
those special times of the year when 
we have the opportunity to spend 

some quality 
time with our 
extended family 
and friends.  
I’m sure for 
some of you 
that included 
visiting with 
your fellow 
G r a n g e 
members. We 
are like a family 
aren’t we… with 
all the trials and 

tribulations that go with that.  But, we 
have a not-so-secret weapon available 
to us – teamwork.  We work together 
to achieve common, agreed-upon 
goals at all levels.  

In the Lecturer’s Department, we 
are responsible for the education 
and entertainment of our members 
at our various meetings. To facilitate 
this effort, we have a State Lecturer 

Leslie Jo Wells

Team.  The members on the Team 
are as follows:  Carol Evans, Sherri 
Cummins, Judy Steigmann, Davona 
Gwin, Helen Gardner and myself. 
Some of us were able to meet in person 
in late October and we reviewed the 
existing programs and activities.  We 
have made some changes that will 
be shared with everyone in the new 
issue of the Program Handbook.  
The Handbook will be available at 
the Leadership meetings that will be 
held around the state after the first 
of the year.  One item I will share 
with you now is that the District 
Talent Contests will be held in the 
various districts on Sunday, April 
22, 2018 at 2 PM.  Mark the date on 
your calendars and start looking for 
acts to participate.  Remember that 
participants don’t have to be Grange 
members until they progress to the 
State level contest.  It will be great to 
hear about the increased participation 
as we get closer to the curtain(s) going 
up in each district!  See – I’m being 
very positive here.

I hope everyone has an enjoyable 
holiday season. Spend time with 
family and friends and get rejuvenated 
for the brand new year of 2018.  

Lecturer's Department

No Child Left Inside
Announces Grants

Do you work with kids? Would 
you like to help children be 
healthier, happier, and more 
successful—both in school and in 
life? Do you want to expose them to 
the all the beauty in Washington’s 
great outdoors? Then consider 
applying for a No Child Left Inside 
grant.

This fairly new state grant 
program is aimed at offering kids 
a chance to experience nature 

through education or recreation 
programs. Program targets students 
at risk of failing or dropping out of 
school, under-represented learners, 
and kids facing social, behavior, 
economic, and health barriers. 
Extra emphasis on programs that 
employ vets. Learn details of the 
grant program at http://www.rco.
wa.gov/grants/ncli.shtml. But don’t 
wait too long. Applications close 
Jan. 17.

Spokampers News Update

The SpoKampers met at Barlow's in Liberty Lake for Brunch (left photo) for 
their October meeting and election. Chris Britton was elected Wagon-master, 
Forrest Diehl to Secretary, Bill Weiss remained historian, Mike Britton remained 
Treasurer, and Cheryl Britton remained Sunshine. Discussion of the 2018 Fun 
Rally in Spokane at Britton's was discussed and new members were welcomed.

Ninety-nine year old honorary member, Vesta Brown was in attendance. 
The Spokampers Christmas Potluck dinner (right photo) was enjoyed by 19 

Members and Guest. Thank You Mike and Cheryl Britton for the use of Central 
Grange Hall.

In place of a gift exchange. A donation of 60 lbs. of food for the Spokane Valley 
Partners food bank was collected. Forest Diehl deliver it.

Mike Britton shared some humorous stories and Forest Diehl recited three (3) 
Christmas Monologues. And of course a lot of visiting.

The next get together will be at Timber Creek Buffet at 12;00 Noon, Jan. 27th, 
2018. Hosted by Forest  and Marlene Diehl.

The February 24th Meeting will be hosted by Steve & Sylvia Hansen, Location 
and time to be announced.

Visit us on the web: www.wa-grange.org

Violet Prairie Grange served up 
a full Thanksgiving dinner with 
all the fixings at our November 
meeting. At this event we invite 
all our Grange family plus family 
and friends. We were happy to 
see so many members from 
different Granges show up.  We 
are blessed.  Happy Holidays to 
all!

Violet Prairie Grange Served 
Full Thanksgiving Dinner

Celebrating 150 Years of Service
Continued from Page 1

organizes mutual insurance 
companies focused on serving 
farm and rural markets

1928 – FFA was established with 
the help of Grangers on the local 
levels

1929 -The Grange supported 
the successful Initiative to the 
Legislature No. 1 that allowed the 
formation of public utility districts 
– Washington State Grange

1930 – Establishment of Crop 
Insurance

1933 – Farm Credit Act
1935 -The Grange supported 

the successful Initiative to the 
Legislature No. 2 that implemented 
the blanket primary election 
process – Washington State Grange

1936 – Rural Electrification Act
1961 – Establishment of Office of 

Area Rural Development in USDA
1977 -The Grange supported 

the successful Initiative to the 
Legislature No. 59, the Family 
Farm Water Act, which greatly 
enhanced the survival of family 
farms in Washington – Washington 
State Grange

2004 -The Grange successfully 
sponsored Initiative 872 to 
replace the blanket primary 
with a constitutional “top two” 
qualifying primary. The Grange 
spearheaded the defense against 
relentless attacks on the top-two 
by the state’s political parties, 
finally securing a 7-2 affirmation 
in the United States Supreme 
Court – Washington State Grange

1947-Present – National Grange 
supported multilateral trade 
and food aid programs opening 
foreign markets to US farmers. 

National Grange has given counsel 
to US Presidents regarding various 
trade agreements such as NAFTA 
and CAFTA

Today, Grangers across the 
country continue to be a voice 
for rural America. They devote 
countless hours in service to their 
communities, reaching out to 
make sure the elderly, young and 
vulnerable, veterans and those in 
need are given the attention they 
deserve.

The Washington State Grange 
invited Grangers, dignitaries and 
friends from across the state to come 
to Olympia to join us in celebrating 
this incredible accomplishment 
this past Monday. Over 100 people 
stopped in throughout the day 
to both celebrate and give their 
congratulations. We want to thank 
everyone who took time out of 
their day to stop by.  We also want 
to especially thank the committee 
who put the event together; Terry 
Abbott, Pam Mathews, Annie 
Scott and Mary Jane Fox all did 
an outstanding job!  It turned out 
beautiful ladies!

“I rejoice in the splendid 
accomplishments of your Order, 
and particularly so because I 
know that wherever there is a 
Grange, there is a local center of 
patriotism and devotion to the 
ideas that have made this nation 
of ours what it is – the ideas that 
have carried it through great trials 
and struggles, and have furnished 
the energy, character and resources 
to make this the greatest country 
the sun ever shone upon.” 

  - Calvin Coolidge,
      30th US President
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Let us help you buy or sell with a classified ad!
 Cost per word  one month  4 or more
  Regular   $ .30    $ .25
  Boxed       .60          .50
 Centered or reversed text  $1.50/line
 Minimum for one month  $3.75

Word count: A hyphen, space or / creates separate words, except for phone numbers which count as one word.
Deadline: First Monday in each month. Ads must be paid in advance. (Tear sheets not sent for classified.)

Ad copy (or attach copy) _______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

No. words ________ @ rate $ ._______ x  # months ______ = $_____________ (enclosed)

Grange Exchange

Washington Home

Cecelia Hamilton

By Cecelia Hamilton
Family Living Director

Throughout this month family 
and friends will gather to celebrate 
this wonderful 
h o l i d a y 
s e a s o n .  A 
spec ia l  t ime 
o f  y e a r  t o 
re f lec t  upon 
o u r  m a n y 
blessings and 
t h e  l o v e d 
o n e s  i n  o u r 
l i v e s .  W i t h 
t h i s  s e a s o n 
w e  s e e m  t o 
r e m e m b e r 
years past and 
participate in the many traditions 
of our ancestors. Like baking Great 
Grandmothers famous iced sugar 
cookies, or hanging a cherished 
ornament on the tree that has been 
passed down from generation to 
generation. Each time we hang 
it we bring back those special 
m e m o r i e s .  We  b e c o m e  b u s y 
completing our carefully thought 
out holiday preparations in hopes 
that we don’t leave anything out for 
our children and grandchildren. 
These traditions and customs may 
change from year to year, but the 
reasons we do them remain the 
same, they make us happy. Let 
us as a Grange family spread 
some holiday cheer this year by 
opening up our Grange halls for 
our communities and neighbors. 
Share in a community meal or 
celebration of the season. This is a 
time to focus on the needs of others 
and those less fortunate.

This is also a perfect time for 
us to send holiday cheer to our 
service men and women. How 
about a handwritten letter or 
card, or homemade cookies with 
a newspaper from home. Perhaps 
some warm socks and gloves as 
well as a hand knitted cap or scarf. 

Be sure to check the do’s and 
don’ts for mailing. The gesture 
will surely make them smile.

Recently we held our Subordinate 
and Pomona Grange elections 
and so with this in mind a huge 
Thank you and congratulations 
to all of the newly elected CFL’s 
across the state. I look forward 
to working with you all in the 
next few months to introduce you 
to our Program and to share a 
couple additions to our contests. 
Needlework has  re turned to 
Family Living! Too many were 
unhappy with the omission so 
we have brought it back. Also the 
2018 WA State Grange Quilt Block 
Contest information. “The Great 
Northwest” is the theme chosen 
by the Family Living team for this 
year. Size must be a 12 ½ by 12 ½ 
unfinished square. Your choice 
of colors and pattern. Program 
Packets are in the works and soon 
will be made available to you via 
the state Grange website. www.
wa-grange.org and at upcoming 
conferences.

Also let’s remember that this is a 
wonderful time to begin your CFL 
Notebook for the 2017 – 2018 year 
if you haven’t already done so. Be 
sure to include photos of events, 
newspaper clips, newsletters as 
well as write ups about what you 
are and have been accomplishing 
throughout the year. Have fun 
with it and be ready to share at 
State Convention in June. It’s 
your very own scrapbook of CFL 
memories for years to come.

In closing I wish to encourage 
all to remember our Brothers and 
Sisters within our Grange family 
who may need some uplifting 
thoughts  and encouragement 
from time to time. Whether it is 
due to health, hardship, or simply 
needing a kind word. Reach out, 
send a smile! That’s the Grange way.

Merry Christmas! 

Family Living: 

That’s The Grange Way
Christmas Cookie Party Time
(Courtesy of Family Features) 

The next best thing to baking 
cookies is baking cookies with friends. 
Dust off your favorite recipes, create 
a festive playlist and fill your home 
with the tantalizing aroma of baked 
goodies for the ultimate Christmas 
cookie party. 

Turn things up a notch and swap 
classic sugar cookies for these festive 
Red Velvet Crinkle Cookies and 
Peppermint Truffle Cookies. 

Find more holiday recipes at 
McCormick.com. 

Red Velvet Crinkle Cookies

1 2/3 cups flour
1/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened
1 1/4 cups granulated sugar
2 eggs
1 1/2 teaspoons McCormick Red Food 
Color
1 teaspoon McCormick Pure Vanilla 
Extract
1/2 cup confectioners' sugar

Mix flour, cocoa powder, baking 
powder and salt in medium bowl. 
Set aside. Beat butter and granulated 
sugar in large bowl with electric 
mixer on medium speed until light 
and fluffy. Add eggs, food color and 
vanilla; mix well. Gradually beat in 
flour mixture on low speed until well 
mixed. Refrigerate 4 hours.

Preheat oven to 350°F. Shape dough 
into 1-inch balls. Roll in confectioners’ 
sugar mixture to completely coat. 
Place 2 inches apart onto baking 
sheets sprayed with no stick cooking 
spray.

Bake 10 to 12 minutes or until 
cookies are puffed. Cool on baking 

sheets 2 minutes. Remove to wire 
racks; cool completely.

Peppermint Truffle Cookies

8 ounces bittersweet baking chocolate
1/2 cup (1 stick) butter
1 cup sugar, divided
1 egg
1/2 teaspoon McCormick Pure 
Peppermint Extract
2 cups flour
36 milk chocolate kiss-shaped 
candies, unwrapped

Heat oven to 350 F. In large, 
microwavable bowl, heat chocolate 
and butter on high 1-2 minutes, or 
until butter is melted. Let stand 10 
minutes to cool slightly. Add 1/2 cup 
sugar, egg and peppermint extract. 
Beat with electric mixer on medium 
speed until well blended. Gradually 
beat in flour on low speed until well 
mixed.

Shape dough into 1-inch balls. Press 
chocolate candy into center of each 
ball, forming dough around candy 
to enclose it. Roll in remaining sugar 
to coat. Place 1 inch apart on greased 
baking sheets.

Bake 9-11 minutes, or until cookies 
are set. Cool on baking sheets 5 
minutes. Remove to wire racks; cool 
completely.

Sammamish Valley Grange #286 held their annual holiday gathering in December. Many 
Grange members were in attendance along with family, friends and several new folks 
from the community. Jessica and three-year old Holly had a girls night out, putting the 
finishing touches on their wreath, joining in with the Jubilee Singers and sharing a meal 
in Grange tradition.

Sammamish Valley Grange 
Hosts Holiday Gathering
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By Jerry Gwin
State Youth Director

The youth members of the Washington State 
Grange did themselves proud at the 151st National 
Grange Convention in Spokane.

While Kennedy Gwin gave up her title of 2017 
National Grange Youth Ambassador, her twin 
brother, Jacob, was named as the 2018 National 
Grange Youth Ambassador.  Jacob will be travelling 
to Pennsylvania in mid-December for an orientation 
and planning session.

The National Grange Youth Officer Team performed an impressive 
drill as they opened the Grange on Friday morning.  Congratulations 
to Youth Master Brittney Oliver (Moses Lake), Assistant Steward 
Andrew Kudsk (Haynie), Secretary Morgan Browning (Mossyrock), and 
Executive Committeemen Joey Brenneman (Humptulips) and Sophia 
Ogden (Sunnyside) for your excellent representation of our state.

We also provided the team of trumpet girls for the conferral of the 
seventh degree.  I received a great deal of positive feedback on the 
girls.  Congratulations and thank you to Alexis Kudsk and Gracie Eacritt 
(Haynie), Hannah and Haley Ogle (Williams Valley), Naomi and Isabella 
Lierman (Horseshoe), and Jazzlyn and Jordanne Webb (Ralston) for their 
part in making the degree successful.  Also, a big thank you to Lynn 
Wells for hard work as the chair and coordinator of the trumpet girls.

During the state convention, we announced that the rose drill team 
would be travelling to Spokane to perform as a part of the sixth degree.  
Team captains Leah Bardal and Jacob Gwin continued working with the 
team and revised the drill.  The result was a standing ovation from the 
audience as the team exited the floor at the convention in Spokane.  The 
team included Leah Bardal and Alex Cisneros (Pleasant Hill), Sophia 
and Lori Ogden (Sunnyside), Morgan Browning and Allie Greene 
(Mossyrock), Adam and Brady Lierman (Horseshoe), and Jacob and 
Kennedy Gwin, Xander Burgess, Joey Brenneman, Courtney McCormick, 
and Skylar Zaborac (Humptulips).  We also owe a debt of gratitude to 
Phyllis Ogden for her work in chaperoning and mothering the team 
throughout the convention.

The biggest congratulations in the youth department goes to the Youth 
Committee Chairs of the convention, Rick and Terry Ferguson.  They 
worked endlessly to address every need of the department.  Thank you 
far a job well done!

Youth:
WA Grange Youth Shine 
At National Convention

Jerry Gwin

Spotlight on Youth & Juniors

2018 National Junior Grange Ambassador Riley Reynolds, center with past National 
Junior Ambassadors: l-r - Jacob Gwin, Washington (2012), Morgan Browning, Washington 
(2015), Jomni Tarbell, New York (2017), Sarah Jordan, Massachusetts (2016), Alexis 
Kudsk, Washington (2014) and Kennedy Gwin, Washington (2011).  Jacob Gwin is the 
2018 National Youth Ambassador following his twin sister Kennedy Gwin who was the 
2017 National Youth Ambassador.  Photo by Suzy Ramm, Oregon State Grange.

Junior & Youth Ambassadors

Talent On Display At Evening
Of Excellence; Young Patron, 
Youth Ambassadors Named
By Josh Bethany
Communications Fellow

The Grange Evening of Excellence 
was a huge success, with an array 
of performers and a new National 
Youth Team elected. 

The talent show kicked off with 
Eric Sable’s Harmonic Beatbox and 
ended with Kasey Vann’s rendition 
of “Jesus take the Wheel,” with 
other acts ranging from classical 
piano pieces to a father-son comedy 
skit. Each contestant was given $100 
for participating in the event. 

The audience in the INB 
Performing Arts Center and those 
who watched the Livestream on the 
National Grange Facebook were then 
able to participate by voting for their 
favorite acts in different categories. 
Winners from each category were 

awarded an additional $100. 
After the entertainment portion 

of the night was over, Youth 
Ambassadors and Young Patrons 
from several different states took the 
stage and were introduced. 

Some were recognized for 
different achievements during 
convention prior to the naming 
of 2017-18 male and female Youth 
Ambassadors and the Outstanding 
Young Patron: Tessa Taft, New York; 
Jacob Gwin, Washington; and Jenn 
Nauss, Pennsylvania, respectively. 
Jacob Gwin follows his twin sister, 
Kennedy Gwin who is the outgoing 
female Youth Ambassador and 
Nauss comes from a Grange Legacy 
family, following in her mother’s 
footsteps as she said she was 
crowned National Grange Princess 
40 years ago at convention. 

Youth Ambassador and Outstanding Young Patron candidates and the outgoing class 
stand on stage at the Evening of Excellence, held at the INB Performing Arts Center on 
Friday after the close of the 151st Annual National Grange Convention.  Photo Credit: Tacy 
Currey

www.wa-grange.org
Visit us on the web:

December 31 ...............Annual Lecturer Reports Due to State Lecturer

December 31 ...............Annual Family Living Reports Due to State  
                                        Family Living Director

January 15, 2018..........Secretary Fourth Quarter Reports Due to the  
                                        State Office

February 2018 .............Leadership Conferences – schedule to be  
                                        announced in December

February 6, 2018 .........WA State Grange Legislative Day

March 2018 ..................State Deputies and Pomona Masters Conference

June 24-29, 2018 ..........Camp Wooten Junior Grange Camp

June 27-30, 2018 ..........Washington State Grange 129th Annual Convention 
                                        Mount Vernon

July 8-14, 2018 .............Camp Morehead Junior Grange Camp

July 8-13, 2018 .............Camp David Jr Junior Grange Camp -= Session I

July 15-20, 2018 ...........Camp David Jr Junior Grange Camp – Session II

July 22-28, 2018 ...........Camp NEWA Junior Grange Camp

August 5-10, 2018 .......Camp Cornet Bay Junior Grange Camp

Dates TBD ..................Camp Mayfield Junior Grange Camp

Mark Your Calendars:
Upcoming Washington 
State Grange Events
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The San Poil Jr. Grangers presented a 
Turkey, as well as over 50 pounds of 
non perishable food items for the local 
Senior Food Bank. The Eureka Thrift food 
bank provides over 40 meals for the local 
seniors monthly. 

By Marvin & Jennifer Oliver
Junior Grange Directors

We had the opportunity to 
be part of the 151st National 
Grange convention in Spokane 
Washington.  It is always great 
to meet new Grangers and visit 
with old friends.  We met the 
new National Grange Director 

Juniors: 
New Junior Programs for 2018

Samantha Wilkins who had some 
great events for the Juniors and 
there chaperones who were able 
to attend.  She has introduced 
some great new programs for 
2017 and 2018. You can go online 
and get a new 12 month meeting 
guide for Junior Grange leaders 
to help with ideas and meetings.  
She has introduced the new 
Awareness Program.  This year 
was honey bees and 2018 will 
be about pollinator awareness.   
There are new merit badges that 
the Juniors can earn and share. 
She is also giving the Juniors and 
opportunity to write an article 
for the Good Day Magazine 
quarterly.  The theme will be 
announced the magazine before 
and the winner will be published.  
Please go and see what has 
changed and what is staying 

Marvin & Jennifer Oliver

Spotlight on Youth & Juniors

the same at the National Grange 
website. 

As always our Juniors from our 
state shined and made us proud.  
Thank to all who attended. 

 
Photography: 

1st Christopher Delaney
2nd Launa Delaney 
3rd Albert Delaney

 
Creative Art: 

11-14 2nd  Estella Sheldon
8-10 2nd Carmella Guama
5-7 1st Alister Park

 

Junior Grange News
San Poil Junior Grange met on Nov. 16th for taking part in a 
Subordinate mentoring meeting. Juniors were greeted and shared a 
chili & cornbread dinner with desert. Each Junior had a chance to 
share with the Subordinate members their favorite thing about being 
a Junior Granger. Then the Juniors met the representative from Eureka 
Thrift, a Senior meal provider for their town. The Eureka prepares 
over 40 meals per month to the local seniors. The Juniors donated a 
Turkey along with over 75 pounds of non perishable food items for 
the upcoming holiday meal. The Juniors meet again on Nov. 27th for 
their November meeting and to decorate the hall for the holidays and 
to make their comfort cloths for the local shelter. The Juniors will have 
their Christmas Party on Dec. 18th after school. 

Washington State Grange Junior Directors 
Jennifer and Marvin Oliver with National 
Junior Director Samantha Wilkins.

Patrons Encouraged To Give 
Youth ‘Great Opportunities’ 
So They Can Grow
By Lurae Benzio
Communications Fellow

Grange Youth, representing eight 
different states, opened Friday’s 
session with an outstanding drill to 
modern music. 

Youth Master Brittney Oliver, 
Washington, first welcomed the 
Juniors as honored guests as well 
as the National Junior Director 
Samantha Wilkins and National 
Junior Ambassador Jomni Tarbell. 
“What a great day to be a Granger!” 
Wilkins said during her report to 
the delegates. “Seeing all these 
young kiddos is promising of our 
future.” 

During her report, she shared 
four new ideas that she provided 
further details about at the Junior 
Breakfast on Saturday and will 
provide throughout the next 
year as programs develop. Oliver 
then welcomed the National 
Youth Director Charlene Shupp 
Espenshade, Ambassadors 
Kennedy Gwin, Washington, 
and Asa Houchin, Ohio, and 
Outstanding Young Patron Mandy 
Bostwick, Kansas. During her 
report, Espenshade referenced 
the movie “Miracle” starring Kurt 
Russell by saying, “Great moments 
are born from great opportunities.” 
She asked that the Youth continually 
be challenged 
to learn, 
participate and 
grow in our 
Order. 

The Youth 
Awards were 
presented at the 
G.R.O.W. Club 
dinner, which 
was held prior 
to the Evening 
of Excellence. 
Ambassadors 

Grange Youth representing eight different states present an opening 
drill at the 151st National Grange Convention.  Photo Credit: Tacy 
Currey

Houchin and Gwin both thanked 
the various states who hosted 
Regionals and supported the 
many fundraisers. Their biggest 
fundraiser, “Pie in the Face” was a 
crazy idea that turned into a success, 
Bostwick said. More than $10,000 
was raised from that fundraiser 
alone with the top donations 
coming from Patrons who attended 
the State Grange sessions in 
Oklahoma and Pennsylvania.

The Youth Officer Team was:

Master: Brittney Oliver – WA
Overseer: Derek Snyder – PA
Lecturer: Katie Kurburski – MI
Steward: Adam Terrell – NH
Asst. Steward: Andrew Kudsk – WA
Lady Asst. Steward:
 Maggie Swartzendruber – OR
Chaplain: Olivia Yost – OH
Treas: Marcus Avendano – NC
Secretary: Morgan Browning – WA
Gatekeeper: Zac Mazag – NC
Ceres: Grace Wadsworth – PA
Flora: Melody Shufeldt – OK
Pomona: Margie Griffin - NC
Executive Committee:
 Jody Brenneman, WA
 Baylor Howerton, NC
 Emily Hartsell, NC
 Sophia Ogden, WA

Bee Awareness: 
Camp Mayfield. 

East Hill Junior Grange sponsored the local 
5K for Covington HollyDaze on December 
2nd.  The Juniors provide the "antlers" 
every year for the Reindeer Dash.  At the 
same time, East Hill Subordinate Grange 
was hosting the Santa Breakfast, serving 
196 people a great breakfast.  Both events 
are in their 10th year, and a big community 
service, raising money and non perishable 
food for 2 food banks in the area.

Tenino FFA presented thank you cards 
to Skookumchuck Grange for the 
donations they recieved towards their 
trip to the National FFA Convention.  At 
the Convention the Tenino FFA presented 
and received the 3 Star National Chapter 
Award and was ranked in the top 10 in the 
nation for Premier Chapter for Growing 
leaders!  As a Grange we are proud to 
support such great kids and their leaders. 
Merry Christmas to all.
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Celebrating Community Service:

Baw Faw Grange members Lori Eades, Rick Richards, and Terry Lane handed out 
dictionaries to the third graders at the Boistfort Elementary School on the 2nd of 
November. 

Baw Faw Grange

In September 2017, Rose Valley Grange donated dictionaries to a group of Home 
school Students in Cowlitz County.  They were very proud of them. 

Rose Valley Grange

The idea for The Dictionary Project (commonly referred to as “Words 
for Thirds”) began in 1992 when Annie Plummer of Savannah, Georgia 
gave 50 dictionaries to children who attended a school close to her 
home. In her lifetime she raised the money to buy 17,000 dictionaries 
for children in Savannah, Georgia. Annie Plummer died December 23, 
1999, but her dream did not die with her. She inspired the creation of 
The Dictionary Project, a nonprofit organization.

The Dictionary Project was created in 1995 as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
organization based in Charleston, South Carolina. Its original goal was 
to provide dictionaries to third graders in the public schools in the 
three counties surrounding Charleston, and this was accomplished in 
the 1995-96 school year and every year since. In 2001 the project was 
expanded to cover the third graders in all of South Carolina’s public 

Orcas Island Grange #964 continues the Grange tradition of giving Dictionaries to third grade students. Fifteen Dictionaries were give to three 
Salmonberry School and 12 Orcas Christian School happy students. (left) Christian School:  Front Row (L to R) Brady Davis, Lucian Sack, Tristan 
Wood, Alex Plummer, Delilah Mohler....Carolyn O'Day Back Row (L to R) Maddy Blankenship, CJ Nuñez Harris, Anavah Kraayeveld, Cassidy Hill, 
Shante Economopoulos, Edwin Santiago...Leslie Seaman, Linda Peth.  (right) Salmonberry School:  (L to R) Serafin Dorrington, Cole Ludwig, Nootka 
Rose Townsend Back row: Leslie Seaman, Carolyn O'Day, Linda Peth, Leslie Seaman, Grange Master; Linda Peth, Secretary; Carolyn O'Day, Flora.

Orcas Island Grange

schools.
The project grew tremendously after it was featured in an article 

on the front page of The Wall Street Journal on March 4, 2002. This 
coverage brought national attention to the project and its founders, 
Mary and Arno French. As a result, individuals and groups from 
across the United States became involved with The Dictionary Project 
and sponsored the donation of dictionaries to children in their local 
schools.

The project continues to expand and now includes sponsors in all 
fifty United States, Puerto Rico, the US Virgin Islands, Canada, and 
several other countries. The program has been adopted by many 
civic organizations including the Grange, service organizations, 
educational groups, by businesses, and by individuals. 

Centerville Grange delivers dictionaries to the 3rd & 4th grade at Centerville School.

Centerville Grange

Catlin Grange  # 199 of Kelso, WA donated 3rd Grade Dictionaries to Mr. Turners 
Class as Northlake Elementary School of Longview, WA. Pictured in the back row, 
far right is Tena Hedges and Amanda Nichols.  Not pictured Jim Hedges and Idella 
Siebers. Catlin Grange gave 3rd Grade Dictionaries to three Longview, Washington 
Elementarty Schools:  Northlake, St Helens and Kessler.  The kids were really excited.

Catlin Grange
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The Dictionary Project

Autumn found Oakview Grange members busy handing out dictionaries to third 
graders at Jefferson- Lincoln and Adna elementary schools.  A total of 173 dictionaries 
have been distributed to students and their teachers.  The dictionaries are a vital tool; 
aiding with spelling, definition of words, and word usage. Pictured are just a few of the 
smiling third graders at Jefferson-Lincoln Elementary School.

Oakview Grange

Pictured are members of San Poil Grange #684 presenting Dictionaries to the 17, 3rd 
Graders at Republic Elementary School on Nov. 1st . The Kids were full of interesting 
questions and all enjoyed learning how to look up Grange as well as the longest 
word! Dictionaries were provided to all of the schools in Ferry County by the Ferry 
County Pomona Grange. Back Row: Mae Butler,Molly Reitz,Ted Reitz,Kathy DeBus, 
Cec Hamilton.

San Poil Grange

Issaquah Valley Grange distributed dictionaries to three elementary schools in the Issaquah School District and to Davenport Elementary in Eastern 
Washington. (Left) The photo on the left is at Issaquah Valley Elementary School and includes Grange members Ginger Sweet and David Waggoner 
who participated in the distribution event.   This is our 14th year of distributing dictionaries.  (Roght) Issaquah Valley Grange distributed dictionaries 
to Davenport Elementary third graders. Photo was taken by Rob Harper, teacher and Issaquah Valley member. Our Grange started giving dictionaries 
to Davenport Elementary School in 2003.

Issaquah Valley Grange

Malott Grange joined the "Words for Thirds" program in 2004 and has donated 1,392 
dictionaries to 3rd grade students in Okanogan County elementary schools.  Pictured 
here at Virginia Grainger Elementary is Ashley Goetz, Principal, Georgene Fitzgerald, 
Lecturer, Jim Randall, Master and Betty Randall, Chaplain.

Malott Grange

Members of Cowlitz County Pomona Grange #7 donated 3rd Grade Dictionaries to 
students at Columbia Valley Gardens Elementary School in Longview WA. We gave 
dictionaries to about 75 students  in Ms. Loch , Ms. Gudgell and Ms, Fields classes 
- the kids were very excited. Pictured are Joan Frymire, Yvonne Knuth and Phyllis 
Ogden, and not picture is Tena Hedges.

Cowlitz County Pomona Grange
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Grange Connection
is now the Hall Rental Chair. Plans are 
underway for their upcoming Breakfast 
with Santa on December 16th at 9AM. A 
Country Christmas Bazaar will take place 
on the same day beginning at 9am. Then 
their Grange Community Holiday Dinner 
and Bingo take place that same evening. 
San Poil Auxiliary meets monthly. In 
November the ladies made fiber wreaths 
for their Christmas Bazaar Scholarship 
table. In December ladies will meet on 
Dec. 18th where they will have holiday fun 
and a white elephant gift exchange and 
potluck. December is the new year planning 
meeting. 

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Columbia Valley Grange will hold their 

Community Christmas dinner and Santa 
program on December 10 beginning at 
2:00 PM. Members expressed appreciation 
for the tables, chairs and chair racks 
gifted to Columbia Valley by Buena Vista 
Grange. Election of officers was held 
and Dennis Love will continue to serve 
as next year’s president. Lecturer Deena 
Stallings’ program honored veterans and 
Thanksgiving.

GRANT COUNTY
Moses Lake Grange meetings are held on 

the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at the Monroe 
House Retirement Care Center. 

GRAYS HARBOR/PACIFIC
Humptulips Grange will hold their 

upcoming Bingo event on December 2 
(Christmas gift bingo).  

ISLAND COUNTY
South Camano Grange continues to 

hold their monthly pancake breakfasts on 
the last Saturday of each month except for 
December. The Breakfasts are from 8 a.m. to 
11 a.m. Pancakes, French Toast, and Biscuits 
and Gravy per order plus scrambled eggs, 
sausage and a slice of ham. Orange juice, 
and coffee and tea, are served. 

KITSAP COUNTY
Olalla Grange invites you to come out 

and join us for our Saturday Dinner and 
Bingo events. Come early, we start selling at 
5 PM, eat a great dinner and have some fun 
playing bingo. Bring a friend or two. See 
you there!! Our meetings are held at 7:30 
pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month.

KLICKITAT COUNTY
Goldendale Grange's Hall improvement 
committee, directed by Steve Johnson, 
finished several important projects 
during the month.  They coordinated the 
installation of new rain gutters on our 
old grange hall building, resurfaced and 
applied new sealant to our hard wood floors, 
replaced or repaired our outside security 
lights, and oversaw the repair of damaged 
siding on the new grange hall caused by 
a car that recently ran into the building. 
The Roe/Hack and Lefever Families, from 
Goldendale were recognized at the 151st 
National Grange Conference, in Spokane, 
WA as grange legacy families. Both families 
have more than 100 years involvement with 
the grange.   With the meeting in Spokane 
we were fortunate to have additional 
family members attend and support our 
legacy families. Goldendale Grange well be 
preparing a meal at the Methodist Church 
for the Community  Soup Kitchen during 
the second week of January. Next meeting 
is scheduled for December 28, at 6:30. 

LEWIS COUNTY
Adna Grange will host Breakfast with 

Santa, our yearly event, on Saturday, 
December 9, 2017 from 9:00am to 11:30am. 
$6.00 all you can eat pancakes, scrambled 
eggs, sausage, and beverage. Kid's meal 
includes a visit with Santa and a make-and-

ADAMS COUNTY
Ralston Grange will hold their Christmas 

Potluck and Party on December 3 at 5:00 
PM. We have it from good sources that 
Santa plans on visiting. Dictionaries were 
distributed to 28 Ritzville, 12 Lind, 7 
Washtucna, and 3 Benge third graders this 
month. A big thanks to Dale and Yvonne 
for han-dling this project!! We often receive 
hand-written thank you notes from many of 
the kids, so we know it is much appreciated! 
Although we had a small crowd for our 
Veteran's Appreciaton Dinner, we were 
honored to have seven veterans attend. 
They shared with us their service history 
and some experiences. A great program 
followed the potluck dinner. Thanks again, 
veterans, for your service and thank you 
all who attended to help honor those who 
served to protect our freedom.

CLALLAM COUNTY
Crescent Grange will be participating in 

the Joyce Tree Lighting on December 1 and 
the Joyce to the World Crafts & Hayrides for 
Kids on December 2.  The Grange Christmas 
Potluck Dinner and Party is scheduled for 
December 16.

Dry Creek Grange has scheduled 
their Community Christmas Potluck for 
December 17 at 5 p.m.

Fairview Grange will hold a  Holiday 
Dinner hosting foster families on December 
16 at 12 pm.

Sequim Prairie Grange will hold their 
Handmade Christmas Fair on December 2, 
9am to 3 pm.  The Family Christmas Dinner 
is scheduled for December 10 at 2 pm.

CLARK COUNTY
Barberton Grange is hosting the VA VA 

VOOM Christmas Show, "A Christmas 
Quandary". Barberton Grange is located 
at 9400 - 72nd Avenue, Vancouver, WA 
98665. Show dates and times are: Saturday, 
December 2, at 7:00 PM; Wednesday, 
December 6, at 2:00 PM; Thursday, December 
7, at 2:00 PM; Friday, December 8 at 2:00 PM 
and 7:00 PM. Facilities are invited to bring a 
bus load of their residents. Just call 503-314-
0299 and let us know you are coming. VA VA 
VOOM is in a quandary! What quandaries 
do you have at holiday time? Come see the 
show and let us help you decide what to 
do. Take our suggestions or leave them; no 
matter what, you'll be laughing instead of 
crying about them.

Washington Grange held election of 
officers for the coming year with most 
of the  officers being reelected.  David 
Harding,  one of our newest members was 
elected to the office of Gatekeeper, which 
allowed Charles Miller  to take the office of 
Executive committeeman. For her Lecturer 
program, Linda Westfall spoke about  the 
health benefits of the fruit "apples" and gave  
an  apple to each of the members present 
at the meeting. On Saturday, October  28, 
Washington Grange members had a garage 
style sale at the hall. There were nine tables 
of various furniture, handmade jewelry, 
clothing, antiques, beautiful half gallon Ball 
jars in blue & clear colors etc.. $ 75.00 was 
donated during the day that will be used 
for community service.

COWLITZ COUNTY
Silver Lake Grange will host craft night 

at the Grange hall on December 20. Plans 
are underway for the “Brozaar” – a manly 
man’s bazaar, to be held on December 9.  
The brozaar is the antithesis of a traditional 
holiday sale; a bazaar for everything manly: 
woodworking, Leather works, metal works, 
and more. If there is any needlepoint, it’s a 
full color illustration of field dressing big 
game!

FERRY COUNTY
San Poil Grange met on Nov. 16th.  An 

Election of Officers was held. Kathy Debus 

Goldendale Grange ladies did an amazing 
job preparing 220 Thanksgiving Holiday 
pies.   All the proceeds from the holiday 
pie sales went to our Grange scholarship 
fund.  Goldendale awarded a total of eight 
scholarships this spring.  Our holiday pie 
sales gave our dwindling scholarship fund 
a big boost. For those that missed getting 
a pie, we’ll sell them again this coming 
summer at Community Days.   

Goldendale Grange Prepared 
220 Thanksgiving Pies

Green Bluff Grange Jr. 
Grangers held their 2nd 
annual haunted house 
event on Oct. 27 & 28 
with over 250 scary-
looking kiddos having 
a grand time.  KREM TV 
reporter Kierra Elfalan 
is pictured with haunted 
house Jr. Grangers.  This 
picture was taken during 
Ms. Elfalan's early 6 a.m. 
morning at Green Bluff 
Grange promoting the 
haunted house.

Green Bluff Grange Holds
Halloween Haunted House

Some of our Skookumchuck 
Grange ladies baked pies 
for the Thurston County 
Pomona  fund raising bake 
sale. This event was located 
at the Tenino High School's 
Annual Winterfest event, 
where Master Alice from our 
sister Violet Prairie Grange 
was also at the Winterfest 
selling Christmas items for 
her Grange. 

Granges Participate In
Tenino Winterfest Event

The Skamokawa Swamp Opera held their CD release party at the Skamokawa Grange on 
Nov 17th. These are wonderful multi talented musicians.  Two are Skamokawa Grangers, 
Erik Friend and Jillian Raye. Their CD "Sweet Emotion" was actually recorded at the 
Skamokawa Grange.  The photos on the CD cover were done by Skamokawa Granger 
Megan Blackburn. Give a listen to their YouTube video, just copy and paste - http://www.
youtu.be/7DxrUI08eJ4

Skamokawa Grange Hosts
Music CD Release Party
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Grange Connection
Spotlight:

Oakview Grange Honors Longtime Member
at Southwest Washington Fair Booth 

This year, Oakview Grange chose to 
honor one of its own along the lines of 
the fair theme, "I'm a Fair Kid." Members 
gathered items that reflected the many 
facets that make up the fair including 
quilting, 4-H, cows, Search and Rescue, 
the Living Arts Department, Granges 
and more. Grange members gathered on 
the weekend before opening day to put 
the Grange booth.  Their honoree even 
helped put the booth in! Unbeknownst 
to her, when she walked away on 
Sunday night, other members came back 
on Monday to complete the booth with 
the banner proclaiming Joyce Kludt as 
Oakview’s "Fair Kid" along with photos 
of her over the years.

On opening day, Grange member 
Alice Coakley went to the fair to get 
photos of Joyce, only to learn she still 
didn't know that she was being honored! 
She found Joyce and walked with her 
back to look at Oakview Grange’s booth 
and to talk about their second place 
ribbon. It was only when Joyce got to 
the booth and began to notice the "little 
extras" that hadn't been there before that 
she realized the booth was honoring her 
and all her contributions.

Always a winner! Joyce is seen in 
the photo above at 17 with her grand 
champion Jersey Cow, Blossom. Joyce 

was a 4-H member (girls were not 
allowed in FFA at that time), later 
becoming a 4-H leader herself. In 
her youth she was a Girl Scout and 
eventually became a Girl Scout leader 
for her daughter Marcella’s troop.  She 
was a Den Mother for her son, Ed, and 
served as an advisor for the Search and 
Rescue unit. 

Oakview Grange was thrilled to honor 
Joyce for all her service — including 33 
years as Oakview Grange's chairman of 
women’s activities (now Family Living). 
Joyce has always been involved with 
the Grange, including canning, sewing, 
baking and candy-making contests along 
with quilting, knitting and such.  She 
has helped with Oakview Grange’s fair 
booths for years.  She caters for numerous 
dinners at Oakview Grange, and always 
makes sure the Christmas treat bags 
have one of her infamous popcorn balls 
included. 

Joyce served as the Southwest 
Washington Fair's Living Arts 
Department superintendent for 
more than 25 years, which included 
assisting exhibitors in entering their 
quilts, canning, baking, sewing, and 
knitting to name just a few of the many 
divisions open to all at the fair.  She 
and her husband Bill owned a dairy for 

(Left) Joyce Kludt is seen at the age of 17 with an award-winning cow at the Southwest 
Washington Fair.  (Right) Joyce Kludt is seen at a booth created to honor her contributions 
at the Southwest Washington Fair.

many years.  As a member of the Dairy 
Wives, she made and served countless 
milkshakes at their booth at the fair each 
year.  Joyce is still an active member of 
the Fair Association.

When not at the fair or the Grange, 
Joyce makes stuffed toys for needy 
children, pet blankets for the animal 

shelter and helps fill personal care bags 
for the homeless shelters in our area. 
Among her many and varied activities, 
Joyce also quilts, bowls in a league, and 
volunteers at Train Mountain Railroad, 
a miniature hobbyist railroad near 
Chiloquin, Oregon, with her husband 
each summer.

take craft.  There will be no Potato Bakes in 
December due to the holidays. 

Oakview Grange garnered second 
place at the Southwest Washington Fair in 
Chehalis with their booth honoring their 
longtime Chairman of Family Living (35 
years), Joyce Kludt.  This year’s theme was 
“I’m a Fair Kid” and no one represented 
that better than Joyce who has been 
involved in the fair as a 16 year old 4-H 
club member showing her cow Blossom to 
exhibiting her quilts, canning, baking, and 
sewing over the years before becoming the 
Superintendent of the Living Arts Dept. at 
the SW Washington Fair for over 25 years.  
She has helped with Oakview Grange’s fair 
booths, the Dairy Wives booth making milk 
shakes, and is an active Fair Association 
member. It was with heavy heart that 
Oakview Grange again draped its charter 
in October for Oakview Grange Lecturer, 
Bob Spain.  Although Bob had only been a 
Grange member for the last five years, he 
had endeared himself to its members.  Bob 
created Oakview’s Craft Fair held in the 
spring and fall.  He was always repairing or 
upgrading something in the hall.  He could 
be found with a hammer or a potato peeler 
in his hand at any given time… bespeaking 
his many talents.  Bob is sorely missed 
by Grangers and Prairie Steppers Square 
Dance Club members alike.

OKANOGAN COUNTY
Twisp Valley Grange meetings are the 

second Wednesday of each month. We 
start the potluck at 6 pm sharp and the 
meeting starts at 6:30. We would love to 
have you come to a meeting and see what 
we are about.  On Nov. 2, Oakview Grange 
held their annual Thanksgiving dinner for 
members and guests.  There were 35 who 
shared a full turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings along with an array of yummy 
dessert.  The evening concluded with 
several rousing rounds of Bingo with a 
variety of prizes.   There were several silent 
auctions baskets to bid on which netted $85 

for Oakview Grange’s scholarship program.   
A huge thank you to members and guests 
for the donation of over 70 pounds of non-
perishable food items that were delivered to 
the Gospel Mission in Chehalis. Grangers 
will be meeting at the hall on Wednesday, 
December 6th at 2pm to decorate the tree, 
make popcorn balls, and fill treat bags.   
On Thursday, December 7th, a finger-
food potluck will begin at 6pm followed 
by the traditional Christmas program at 
7pm.  All are encouraged to be part of the 
program whether you sing, dance, recite a 
poem, or play an instrument.  Santa Claus 
is scheduled to make his appearance and 
hand out gifts (provided by parents) to the 
children.  For further details, or to sign up 
to be part of the program, call Alice at 360 
736-5639.  All are encouraged to bring non-
perishable food items to be donated to a 
local charity.  

PIERCE COUNTY
Fruitland Grange would LOVE for you 

to come visit us at a meeting. We meet the 
2nd and 4th Mondays of most months at 
6:30 upstairs in the Grange. Hope to see 
some of you there.

SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit Valley Grange members are 

very proud of being awarded the Best of 
Show Ribbon at our local Fair in August.  
We chose to honor Veterans with our fair 
booth design and it was extremely well 
received.  A big “thank you” to our Fair 
Booth Committee!  We honor and thank 
you, Veterans, for your dedication and 
service! We celebrated Autumn with a 
Hunter’s Breakfast, complete with biscuits, 
gravy, eggs, sausage and the works, and 
are welcoming the holidays, by hosting 
a Rummage Sale/Bazaar, Thanksgiving 
Dinner, and Christmas festivities. All the 
best to you and yours during this holiday 
season, and may 2018 bring good things for 
you all!

SNAKE RIVER
(WALLA WALLA COUNTY)

Burbank Grange held their breakfasts 
the four Sundays in November. Proceeds 
from the breakfasts will be used for the 
scholarships given to the local Seniors. 
USDA food give away is on the first 
Wednesdays, the quilters meet on the first 
Mondays, senior lunches are served on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Our Grange 
meeting is the second Wednesday of each 
month  with a 6:30 potluck and a meeting 
to follow. 

SPOKANE COUNTY
Green Bluff Grange's Community 

Booster night has been postponed until 
January 13, 2018.  Some of our members 
attended the 151st National Grange 
Convention held in Spokane.  Master 
Doug Davis and Overseer Mike Beckman 
were among the veterans being honored 
at the Quilt of Valor ceremony.  Those 
who received their 7th Degree were Doug 
& Priscilla Davis, Tom Long, Jim Lahde, 
and Herb Batterson.  And some worked in 
the hospitality room.  Green Bluff Grange 
hosted Pomona on Nov. 18.  The final 
Sunday Breakfast for the year was held on 
Nov. 26.   Election of Officers for 2018-19 
was held on Nov. 7 and will be installed at 
a January meeting.  The annual Community 
Christmas Party is on December 9—Santa 
always shows up!!  Our community also 
supports the Toys for Tots.  The members 
of Green Bluff Grange #300 wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

STEVENS COUNTY
Camas Valley Grange hosted the annual 

Springdale Community Christmas Dinner 
on December 3, 2017. Santa handed out 
gifts to the children, and there was plenty 
of good food to eat. The many Grange 
members and community volunteers make 
this a wonderful family event. Camas 
Valley Grange hosted the 7th annual Dinner 
of Thanks on November 18th, and was able 

to hand out six quilts and one crocheted 
afghan to veterans and first responders by 
a drawing.  Darlyn and Don Boyles took on 
the Dinner of Thanks when the previous 
organization decided to stop hosting 
this event-thank you. A huge "THANK 
YOU" to the MANY Grange members 
and community volunteers that donate 
countless hours and help make these events 
a success. Each one is awesome.

THURSTON COUNTY
Skookumchuck Grange held our annual 

Community Christmas Party with Santa 
on Monday, December 4. Our Annual 
Community FREE Christmas event drew a 
record crowd with over 100 in attendance!  
The Tenino H.S. Choir rocked the Grange!  
The large numbers overwhelmed our 
cookie supply and thankfully Judy Logan 
who lives real close was able to race home 
and grab her husbands personal stash.  
Thank you Glen! Skookumchuck members 
attended the 150th  Anniversary at WA 
State Grange Headquarters in our State 
Capitol District. Our State Master Tom 
was sporting a lot of bandaging after an 
injury he occurred representing our State 
at National Convention. Thank you Worthy 
Master Tom for your dedication.

South Union Grange #860 will hold our 
Christmas party on Sunday December 10 at 
2 pm with a holiday potluck dinner and a 
visit from Santa Claus.  Everyone is invited 
to attend.  South Union Grange continues to 
hold public dances with live country music 
from 7-10 pm on the first Saturday of every 
month ($6 per person, all ages welcome).  
Meetings are held the third Monday of 
every month at 7 pm. The next meeting will 
be on November 20.

YAKIMA COUNTY
Terrace Heights Grange is busy with our 

upcoming event: Wed., Dec. 13th, 6:00pm: 
Community Christmas Party with Santa, 
lighted trucks, goodie bags and toy walk.
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COWLITZ COUNTY
Cowlitz County Pomona will hold a 

Family Living and Lecturer Conference 
on December 6 at 10 a.m. at the Sunnyside 
Grange Hall.  The program will be wreath 
and holiday centerpiece making.  There 
will be a potluck lunch for all.  

FERRY COUNTY
Ferry Co. Pomona Granges met recently 

and shared a delicious potluck. An 
election of officers was held. New officers 
will be installed at the January meeting. 
Malo Grange hosted the meeting and all 
that attended appreciated the nice warm 
hall. Members shared upcoming events as 
well as discussed this year’s county fair 
and concerns. The January meeting will 
be hosted by Eagle Cliff #712 in Curlew.  

KLICKITAT COUNTY
Klickitat County Pomona was 

represented by 10 members plus County 
Deputy Lucille Bevis and Goldendale 
Grange Master MaryAnn Enyeart at the 
151st National Grange Convention.

PIERCE COUNTY
Pierce County Pomona held their 

Monthly meeting at Waller Road Grange 
on December 2. The 2018 officers were 
installed.  There is always a good time to 
be had at Pomona!  Multiple door prizes, 
Lecturer 50% raffle as well has many 
christmas presents were given out.  We 
honored Kitty Looker as Granger of the 
Month from Waller Road, who is also a 
60 year member.  After the meeting we 
had fellowship and potluck.  The Pierce 
County Pomona doors are always open for 
Grangers.  Next meeting to be held January 
6th at 10:00 AM at the Ohop Grange Hall.  
41608 Mtn. Hwy East, Eatonville. 

Pierce County Pomona Grange has 
announced our schedule for 2018:

January 6 - Ohop Grange, 10:00am
February 3 - Collins Grange, 10:00am
March 3 - Fruitland Grange, 10:00am 

(CFL auction, potluck)
April 7 - Waller Road Grange, 10:00am 

(degree work, potluck)
May 5 - McMillin Grange, 10:00am
June 2 - Marion Grange, 10:00am
July 21 - Elk Plain Grange, 4:00pm
August 25 - Roy Grange, 10:00am
October 6 - Edgewood Grange, 10:00am 

(elections)
November 3 - Riverside Valley Grange, 

10:00am
December 1 - Waller Road Grange, 

10:00am (installation, potluck)

Contest Judging:
•  baking, candy, and canning: March 

2, Fruitland Grange, 9:00am
•  sewing and needlework: April 6, 

Waller Road Grange, 9:00am
•  craft and photography: May 4, 

McMillin Grange, 9:00am

SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit County Pomona Grange met 

November 1st at Skagit Valley. Election of 
Officers was held with Dennis Hall being 
re-elected Master for 2018. Donations of 
$100 each were made to the Skagit Valley 
Herald Christmas Fund, The Argus 
Christmas Fund, Friendship House and 
the Crisis Center. 

SPOKANE COUNTY
Reminder that Spokane County 

Pomona changed our meeting months to 
February, May, August and November for 
a trial period.  The day of the month does 
not change. It is still the third Saturday at 
10:00 AM. The place to be announced.

SNAKE RIVER
Snake River Pomona Grange met on 

Saturday, November 18 at Columbia 
Valley Grange Hall in Pasco. 

The group voted to contribute to the 
Walla Walla County 4-H Achievement 
Night and to Ag in the Classroom.  
Donation of four food baskets was made.

Meeting dates for 2018 were set.   The 
next meeting is scheduled for March 17, 
2018.

 Lecturer Loren Amack shared safe 
winter traveling tips. 

THURSTON COUNTY
Thurston County Pomona #8 will meet 

on December 7 at McLane Grange at 7 
pm.  A Christmas dinner potluck will 
be held prior to the meeting at 6 pm.  A 
gingerbread structure contest will be 
held at the meeting.  Each Grange should 
prepare a short holiday program segment 
to present during the Lecture program 
that night.

COWLITZ  ........... December 16 at Sunnyside, Installation of Officers  
                                   and Christmas Program.

EXCELSIOR  ........ January 20 at The Valley, 10:30 a.m., 12 p.m. potluck,  
                                   Installation of Officers

FERRY  ................. January 16 at Eagle Cliff; 6 p.m. potluck, 6:30 p.m.  
                                   business meeting and Installation of Officers.

GRAYS HARBOR/ 
PACIFIC  .............. January 12 at North Willapa Harbor, 10 a.m., potluck  
                                   at 12 noon.

KING  ................... January 13 at Happy Valley, 10 a.m.

KITSAP  ............... December 15 at Crystal, 7:30 p.m.

LEWIS  ................. December 2 at Logan Hill.

MASON  .............. January 20 at The Agate, 11 a.m., 12 p.m. potluck.

PEND 
OREILLE  ............. December 9 at Camden; 11 a.m., 12 p.m. potluck,  
                                   installation of officers.

PIERCE  ................ December 2 at Waller Road, 10 am  – Installation of  
                                   Officers and Potluck;  
                                January 6 at Ohop.

SKAGIT  .............. December 6 at Fredonia, 7 pm.

SNOHOMISH  .... January 20 at Tualco, 10 a.m. 

SUNNYSIDE  ...... December 9 at Buena, 2 p.m., Christmas Party.

THURSTON  ....... December 7 at McLane, Christmas Party Potluck  
                                   at 6 p.m., meeting at 7 p.m.

WHATCOM  ........ December 12, Location to be announced.

YAKIMA  ............. December 15 at Tieton, 12 pm potluck, 1 pm meeting

Pomona Calendar
All Pomona Granges are requested to send their list of 2017 meeting dates, 

times, and locations to grange@wa-grange.org for inclusion into this calendar.

Pomona Connection

Calispel Grange hosted
Fall Harvest Dinner for
Pend Oreille County
Calispel Grange #500 hosted this fall's 
Harvest Dinner for Pend Oreille County 
Pomona Grange.  In attendance were 
members of county Granges, friends 
and family.

Pierce County Pomona
Installs Officers For 2018

(Top) Pierce County Pomona 2018 officers with the Charter.  (Left) Group Picture of all 
Pierce County Grangers that were installed.  (Right)  Even the Junior Grangers enjoy 
watching Pierce County Pomona's Installation of Officers.
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Officers Open 151st National 
Grange Session With Spirit
By Elizabeth Hiner
Senior Communications Fellow

The 151st National Session 
officially opened on Wednesday, 
November 8th in the 7th Degree 
for degree work, then re-opened 
in the Fourth Degree for attendees 
that have yet to receive the 
Seventh Degree. After roll call 
of the delegates and officers, 
National President Betsy Huber 
was presented with a special gift 
from a National officer and his 
wife. Roger Bostwick, National 
Grange Priest Archon, and Melanie 

Bostwick, presented the National 
Grange with an implement set. The 
hand-made wooden box and hand-
made wooden implements were 
received warmly and immediately 
put to use for the session. Huber 
then presented her internal and 
external addresses to the Delegates 
and Grange attendees. The 
external address was live on the 
National Grange Facebook page 
and can be replayed. Following 
the speeches, the delegates started 
on the resolutions submitted by 
the State Granges. 

What’s ‘The Grange Way’?
National Grange President 

Betsy Huber announced the 2018 
Grange Month theme:

“That’s the Grange Way,” so we 
thought we would find out from 
some members what ‘The Grange 
Way’ is in their minds. Enjoy!

• “The Grange way is a mindset 
that makes you think about 
things larger than just yourself, it 
encourages you to place yourself 
in spaces with people of varying 
ideas in hopes to reach the single 
goal of making the world a better 
place.”

- Kennedy Gwin, National 
Youth Ambassador, Humptulips 
Grange #730, WA

• “The Grange way embraces 
our agricultural past as we help 
be stewards for the future.”             

-Loree Lampke, Wyandotte 
Grange #495, CA

• “The Grange way is the timeless 
way several generations of people 
come together to pass on to 
future generations. How to come 
together as small communities 
and as an entire nation. It is 
about the cards and love sent to 
members going through sickness 
or hard times, to the meals shared 
conversing about conventions 
from days gone by.” 

-Christy Tatum, Orangevale 
Grange #354, CA

• “A time-tested way of doing 
things.” 

- Martha Stefenoni, Bennett 
Valley Grange #16, CA

• “Volunteerism. Whether it’s 
in your community, your church, 
or your local Little League.” 

- Marty Bilquist, Avon Grange 
#125, MT

Distinguished Granges
Recognized For Work

By Josh Harper
National Grange Patron's Chain 
Guest Editor

Jimmy Gentry welcomed more 
than 100 guests gathered to take 
part in the Distinguished Grange 
and Legacy Family Recognition 
Hour on Wednesday, before 
presenting about three dozen 
Subordinate and State Granges 
with their awards. As emcee, 
Gentry began with the first-year 
recipients. Each Subordinate 
and State Grange were called 
up to accept their certificate or 
plaque. This is the eighth year 
of the program and the 2016-17 
criteria were greatly “ramped up,” 
National Grange Communications 
Director Amanda Leigh Brozana 
Rios said.

“The original idea was to increase 
the difficulty each year but that 
had kind of stalled, so there was a 
bit of a jolt to the system for folks 
who had been used to the same or 
similar requirements each year. 
However, it really made some of the 
Granges show off what they have 
been doing but that we weren’t 
aware of, so they could continue to 
get their award or to take on new 
projects and initiatives in order to 

attain the Distinguished Grange 
status.” 

Last year there were nearly 
60 Granges who received the 
honor, but this year it was down 
to 33 Subordinate and four State 
Granges. These Granges were 
honored for the many different 
projects, and ways they were 
involved in their communities. 
Here’s what some of the Granges 
did in the last year to qualify their 
Grange for this award: Mossyrock 
Grange #335, WA “We put flags out 
for Memorial Day at five different 
cemeteries in the area. We had the 
local fire department out at our 
Grange hall to talk about a new 
fire station being built. We sponsor 
local, young wrestlers who use 
our Grange hall for free, for their 
practices. We also laid wreathes at 
local cemeteries for our military,” 
Marilyn Armit said. 

Humptulips Grange #730, WA 
“We do a lot of community service. 
We run our local food bank, and 
distribute food to those who 
need it. We are a large supporter 
of Hoquiam High School food 
drive. We are organizing, with the 
Hoquiam Sherriff Department, a 
neighborhood watch program.” 
Jacob Gwin said.

Members of Mossyrock Grange #355, Washington, receive their fifth consecutive 
Distinguished Grange Award, commemorated with a plaque, on Wednesday at the 151st 
Annual National Grange Convention.  Photo Credit: Tacy Currey

2017 DISTINGUISHED GRANGES 
IN WASHINGTON STATE 

Washington State Grange, East Hill Grange, Five Mile Prairie 
Grange, Humptulips Grange, Issaquah Valley Grange and 

Mossyrock Grange
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Scanned Archive Record from the Spokane Daily Chronicle from 1912 the first time the
National Grange Convention was held in the city.

Quilts Of Valor: 10 Receive
Warm Thank You For Service
By Lurae Benzio
Communications Fellow

On Wednesday night several 
veterans attending the evening 
session of the 151st Convention

were provided warm thanks for 
their service to our nation in the 
form of gifted quilts. Diane Watters, 
Eastern Washington Coordinator 
spoke to a roomful of Grange 
members about the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation, which gives gifts of 
thanks to our military veterans in 
the form of

cut up fabric sewn together with 
love to form a beautiful quilt, before 
presenting 10 members

with unique coverings. 
Volunteers, Glenda Haddican, 
Betsy Jordan and Donna Kuhn, 
who attended the presentation with 
Watters, wrapped the handmade 
patriotic-themed quilts round the 
shoulders of the recipients when 
their name was called, and their 
years of service announced. Watters 
said that the Grange is symbolic of 
country, patriotism, national pride, 
working to improve the lives of 
others and Community. The QOVF 
feeds off of those same values to 
create the patriotic quilts for service 
men and women who have been 
touched by war or put into harms 

way during their years of duty. Blue 
Star mom Catherine Roberts began 
QOVF in 2003 from her sewing 
room in Seaford, Delaware. Her son 
Nathanael’s year-long deployment

to Iraq provided the initial 
inspiration, and her desire to 
see that returning troops were 
welcomed home with love and 
gratitude provided the rest. The 
Quilts of Valor Foundation has 
awarded over 172,000 quilts since 
2003. Currently there are 8,000 
members and 450 registered groups 
nationwide. The mission of the 
Quilts of Valor Foundation is to 
cover service members and veterans 
touched by war with comforting 
and healing Quilts of Valor. Quilts 
of Valor are tokens of appreciation 
that unequivocally say, “Thank 
you for your service, sacrifice, and 
valor.” According to the Quilts of 
Valor website the quilts are lifetime 
awards, stitched with love, prayers, 
and healing thoughts. On behalf of 
the National Grange, Chris Hamp 
presented Diane and her volunteers 
with a large bolt of batting to be 
used for the next several quilts that 
will be made. For more information, 
visit www.QOVF.org. To see the 
presentations, visit the National 
Grange Facebook page and look at 
our video archive.

QUILTS OF VALOR RECIPIENTS
FROM WASHINGTON STATE 

John Hamilton Sr., San Poil Grange #684, 1971-75, USN
Guy E. LaRue, Spring Hill Grange # 909, 1943-47, USN

Dennis McGurk, Inland Grange #780, 1973-99, USA
Tracy Hansen, Five Mile Prairie Grange #905, 1979-88, USA

Michael Beckman Jr., Green Bluff Grange #300, 1983-89, USA

10 Grange members who served in various branches of the military were presented Quilts 
of Valor at the 151st Annual National Grange Convention.  Photo Credit: Amanda Leigh 
Brozana Rios

State Senator Mark Schoesler: 
Rural America Needs Advocates

By Tacy Currey
Communications Fellow

Washington Senator Mark Schoesler 
spoke at the Salute to Agriculture 
Luncheon, calling for rural advocates 
to bring their voices to advocate 
rural America. During his message, 
he identified three key areas that he 
sees as critical in rural America today 
and said as a Grange member he 
knows the value of informed Grange 
members serving as the rural voice. 

First, he drew the parallel of 
accessibility of railroad service in past 
generations and what it brought to 
rural America with the importance of 
broadband service to rural America 
today. “Broadband communications 
are the railroad of today,” he said. 
He recounted a story of a local school 
district that worked to secure funding 

for each child in the district to have a 
Chromebook to use for schoolwork 
only to realize that students were 
unable to use them at home due 
to internet accessibility and speed 
issues. When other communities 
are discussing the advance to 5G, 
many rural communities face 
dead zones. This issue weaves 
through the landscape affecting 
education, personal and business/
entrepreneurship, plaguing rural 
economic development with its gaps 
and inaccessibility. One potential 
solution is UHF frequency usage, 
Schoesler said. 

Second, Schoesler said water is of 
great concern. Simply put, the more 
people you have, the more water you 
need. Schoesler was quick to point out 
that in his career span he has seen a 
40 percent increase in the number of 
constituents in his district. This simple 
fact places pressures on delivery, 
storage and identified areas of best use 
for this precious resource. Finally, the 
regulatory climate keeps increasing 
spanning issues regarding cultural 
resources, endangered species and 
waters of the state, Schoesler said. The 
steps and hurdles continue to increase 
to operate which places increased 
burdens on producers. With this he 
implored members to become active 
and encourage others to be the voice, 
the champions for rural issues in 
America.

Washington State Senator Mark Schoesler 
spoke to attendees at the Ag Luncheon.  
Photo Credit: Tacy Currey
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More Than 80 Families
Recognized For Generations 
Of Grange Dedication
By Lurae Benzio
Communications Fellow

More than 80 families were 
recognized for their deep roots in 
the Grange on Wednesday during a 
Distinguished Grange and Grange 
Legacy Family Recognition event at 
the 151st Annual National Grange 
Convention. The program was 
unveiled as part of the Grange’s 
150th birthday, as a way to honor 
those families with five or more 
generations involved as Grange 
members. “We give recognition 
to individuals who have been a 
Grange member for 25, 50, 75, 80, 
and even 90 years, and we want to 
recognize families and encourage 
the next generation to keep up 
with that and keep that legacy 
going,” National Grange President 
Betsy Huber said. 

Sales, Benefits, Programs and 
Membership Recognition Director 

Loretta Washington worked all 
year on the new program and 
said she was happy to see so 
many applications and photos 
sent in. “I was talking to Betsy 
about how Grange members tell 
others about their grandparents 
or parents being Grange members 
and they are proud to continue the 
tradition of being involved in the 
organization,” Washington said. 
“We discussed the idea of honoring 
those families who have five or 
more generations and the Grange 
Legacy Family Recognition was 
born.” 

More than 40 families were 
present to accept their recognition 
certificates. Many of the families 
traveled to the convention 
specifically to be part of the first 
annual ceremony. 

Families can send in their Grange 
Family Legacy stories at any time 
of the year. 

2017 GRANGE LEGACY FAMILY 
AWARDS (WASHINGTON STATE) 

Steffen Family, Tualco Grange
Ogden Family, Sunnyside Grange

Ferguson/Frymire/Rauth Family, Sunnyside Grange
Lefever Family, Goldendale Grange
Ferguson Family, Waitsburg Grange

Roe/Hack Family, Goldendale Grange 
Martin/Cimmins Family, Fertile Valley Grange & Inland Grange

Fricke/Schendler Family, McIntosh Grange
Kestner/Dickey/Drolz Family, Humptulips Grange

The Fricke family was one of more than 80 recognized for five or more generations of 
Grange members in their family on Wednesday at the 151st Annual National Grange 
Convention.  Photo Credit: Tacy Currey

Quilt Blocks
Adult First Place – Joan Roberson, Quillisascut Grange

Photo Contest
Junior First Place – Payton Simmons, North River JG

2018 National Youth Ambassador
Jacob Gwin, Humptulips Grange

Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Clark County Deputy Sheriff Tim Gosch, nominated by Fargher 
Lake Grange

Talent Contest
Instrumental People’s Choice – Eric Sable, Friday Harbor Grange

Junior Grange Photo Contest
First Place – Christopher Delaney, North River JG
Second Place – Launa Delaney, North River JG
Third Place – Albert Delaney, North River JG

Junior Creative Art Contest
Ages 5-7 First Place – Alister Parks, Camp Morehead JG
Ages 8-10 Second Place – Carmella Gumaelius, Camp Morehead JG
Ages 11-14 Second Place – Estella Sheldon, Camp Morehead JG

Youth Photo Scavenger Hunt
First Place – Madison Stoeckler, Ford’s Prairie Grange

Distinguished Grange Youth Program
Washington State Grange

Distinguished Granges
Washington State Grange
East Hill Grange
Five Mile Prairie Grange
Humptulips Grange
Issaquah Valley Grange
Mossyrock Grange

Grange Legacy Family Awards
Steffen Family, Tualco Grange
Ogden Family, Sunnyside Grange
Ferguson/Frymire/Rauth Family, Sunnyside Grange
Lefever Family, Goldendale Grange
Ferguson Family, Waitsburg Grange
Roe/Hack Family, Goldendale Grange
Martin/Cummins Family, Fertile Valley Grange and Inland Grange
Fricke/Schendler Family, McIntosh Grange
Kestner/Dickey/Drolz Family, Humptulips Grange

National Grange Convention:
Washington Awards
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Spotlight:

The Lefever Family -
A Grange Legacy Family 
By Richard Lefever

The Lefever family of Goldendale, 
was one of nine Washington State 
Grange Families to receive recognition 
as a National Grange Legacy Family.  
A new program introduced at the 
151st National Grange Convention 
to honor families with five or more 
generations of Grange involvement. 
In all, 80 families from across the 
nation qualified for this recognition.  

Grange Legacy for the Lefever 
family spans five generations, very 
soon to be six generations when 
grandchildren Reeve and Matley 
become of age to join Junior Grange. 
Our Grange involvement has 
fostered three marriages, provided 
for a State Grange Scholarship fund 
and repurposed a historic school 
house/Grange hall into a popular 
apartment complex.   In 112 years, 
our family has participated in six 
different Subordinate Granges in 
Klickitat County. Four of these early 
Granges, Spring Creek #162, Number 
6 #83, Woodbine #243, and Pleasant 
Valley #146, have consolidated with 
Goldendale Grange #49.  Centerville 
Grange #81 organized in 1889, 
continues as a healthy working 
Grange.

Our legacy started in 1905 with 
Catherine Locy.  She and husband 
Henry, along with sixteen neighbors 
organized and became charter 
members of Spring Creek Grange 
#162.  Catherine was a devoted farm 
wife, raised five of their 11 children 
after Henry unexpectedly died.  She 
was steadfast and committed to 
community, social, and church affairs.  
She was unwavering in her belief that 
local history had to be preserved 
and recorded for future generations. 
She was a founding member of the 
Klickitat County Pioneer Association.  
As president of the Pioneer 
Association in 1940, she delivered the 
opening remarks at the dedication of 
the large pioneer monument on the 
county courthouse grounds. 

Catherine Richardson/ Locy, as a 
young girl unknowingly provides 
some interesting family/Grange 
trivia; When Catherine was only six 
years old, she traveled across the 
plains in a covered wagon arriving 
in Columbus, now Maryhill W.T. in 
1867.  That same year 1867,  Oliver 
Hudson Kelley created the  Patrons of 
Husbandry organization or Grange as 
it is commonly known in Washington 
DC.  

In 1874, her family moved to 

Swale Creek, four miles of south of 
Goldendale, so Catherine, known 
as Katie, and her little brother Jesse, 
could attend school. This rustic and 
primitive school was the second 
school to be organized in Klickitat 
County.  Catherine’s aunt Helen 
Richardson was her teacher.  This little 
school house was also the home for 
the first Grange in Klickitat County.  
Early Klickitat Valley Days states 
“The first subordinate Grange lodge 
in Klickitat County was organized 
August 29, 1874, by Robert Mays of 
Oregon, with twenty-five charter 
members. G.W. Miller was Master 
and Henry S. Levins, secretary.  This 
little Grange was known as Klickitat 
Grange #49.  The hall for meetings was 
an old school about four miles south 
of Goldendale, just about where the 
Centerville Road now joins the Satus 
Pass Highway.”  

 A year later, in 1875, the Richardson 
family left the Swale, built a house 
on Bloodgood Creek a mile north of 
Goldendale and filed a homestead 
claim.  Today that property is part of 
the Lefever Family Century Farm.

Early Grangers were never afraid 
to tackle big projects.  In 1911, several 
local Grangers banded together to 
draft a plan for dismantling and 
moving an old Indian era log fort 
from its original site in Blockhouse, 
WA to the county courthouse park in 
downtown Goldendale.  The historic 
old fort, built in the early 1850’s, would 
be repurposed into a county historical 
museum.  Catherine Richardson, now 
Mrs. Locy, took a leading role in 
directing the renovation project.    

During the project Catherine’s 24-
year old daughter, Helen Locy assisted 
her mother by cooking hot meals for 
the hungry crew members.  Daniel 
G. Lefever, a 25 year old bachelor 
and a member of Number 6 Grange 
#83, lived alone on his Columbia 
Hills homestead. His passion was 
breeding quality saddle horses and 
selling these trained horses to the US 
Calvary.  Although Dan lived about 
18 miles from the Blockhouse project 
he supplied a four-horse team and a 
heavy freight wagon to help move the 
heavy logs to Goldendale.  At some 
point during the project Dan Lefever 
and Helen Locy were introduced and 
they immediately fill in love.  After 
a short courtship they were married 
and from this union came two boys, 
James Locy and Fredrick Henry 
Lefever.  

When Goldendale Grange #49 
reorganized in 1911, Daniel and Helen 

(Left to right) Betsy Huber, Coner Holbrook, Paulette Lefever Holbrook, Richard Lefever, 
Matthew Lefever, Danial Lefever

transferred their Grange membership 
to Goldendale Grange.  At the fiftieth 
anniversary of Goldendale Grange 
in 1961, Dan was introduced by 
Washington State Grange Master, 
Lars Nelson as a fifty-year golden 
sheaf member and one of only 
three surviving charter members of 
Goldendale Grange.  Helen passed 
away a year earlier in 1960.

We now skip to 1948 when the 
second marriage blossomed.  James 
Lefever, oldest son of Daniel and 
Helen Lefever, was a single parent 
with two small children. He had 
a natural ability with music and 
enjoyed playing his banjo.  One 
evening while playing his banjo at 
a Centerville Grange dance he was 
introduced to Lucille Anderson.  She 
was a recently windowed mother 
with a three-year old daughter.  As 
happened with Jim’s parents, upon 
meeting they immediately developed 
an affection for each other.  They 
married a short time later and to this 
union a son, Richard was added to the 
Lefever family.  

As Jim and Lucille’s relationship 
was developing, Goldendale Grange 
was in the process of constructing a 
new concrete block Grange hall.  Each 
day at noon Grange members working 
on the new building would return to 
the old Grange hall where the Grange 
women would fix and serve them a hot 
meal.  Ironically, Lucille Andersen, 
Jim’s new significant other, happened 
to live next door the old Grange hall on 
the corner of Chatfield and Broadway 
Streets. She had a passion for cooking 
and baking bread.  Although not 
yet a Grange member she joined the 
Grange ladies in preparing the hot 
noon meal. She continued her passion 
for cooking by working in the Grange 
kitchen for an additional fifty years. 
They enjoyed participating in Grange 
degree work especially at state Grange 
conventions. Jim’s favorite Grange 
activity was serving as the Grange 
Santa Claus for twelve years. 

We’re not done with Jim and 
Lucille yet. Following the dedication 
of the new Goldendale Grange Hall 
in 1948, the old Grange hall became 
available for purchase. Lucille who 
had been studying the old Grange 
building, realized it had potential as 
an investment if it was remodeled 
into an apartment complex.  Lucille 
purchased the building for $2,800 
and renovated it into five rental units.  
Sixty years later it is still a popular 
Goldendale apartment property.  

The third relationship and eventual 
marriage developed in Juvenile 
Grange.  Goldendale Juvenile Grange 
#51 had been asked to perform 
the opening ceremony at the 1952 
Washington State Grange Convention 
in Yakima. Linda Andersen, 
daughter of Lucille LeFever was the 
Lady Assistant Steward and Ervin 
Anderson was the Assistant Steward. 
Ervin participated in Juvenile Grange 
at Goldendale even though his 
parents were members of Pleasant 
Valley Grange #146. Linda and 
Ervin developed a close relationship 
during their early Grange work.  
They continued this friendly, but 
competitive relationship throughout 
their school and 4-H years.  After 
Linda’s graduation in 1961 they were 
united in marriage and together they 
operated Goldendale Hardware and 
Farm Equipment Company.  Linda 
Anderson continued her participation 
with the Grange as matron of 
Goldendale Junior Grange.  Under 
Linda’s direction the junior Grange 
performed again at the 1982 State 
Grange Convention in Yakima. All 
three of their girls, Lynn, Lisa, and 
Lori participated in the state Grange 
degree work.

Jumping back in time. Richard 
Churchill Lefever, an older brother 
to second generation Daniel G. 
Lefever, joined Woodbine Grange 

Continued on Page 19
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#243 in 1915. He and his wife Flora 
were Grange members until his 
sudden death in 1954. Dick, as he was 
commonly known, was a Past Master 
of the Woodbine Grange. After 
Woodbine Grange consolidation 
with Goldendale he served on the 
Grange executive Committee until his 
death. He also served on the Board 
of directors of Goldendale Grange 
Supply Co-op.  Delpha Lefever 
Goude, his oldest daughter took a 
keen interest in the Grange.  At the 
time of her death in 1987 she bestowed 
to the Washington State Grange what 
has become known as the Delpha 
Goude Memorial Scholarship Fund.  
Her endowment provides multiple 
renewable scholarships each year to 
Grange graduates.  

I am Richard B. Lefever, son of 
James and Lucille and the fourth 
generation Lefever to continue the 
family Grange Legacy.  I was raised 
attending Grange functions and 
thought many times the Grange hall 
was my second home.  I am a fifty 
year, seventh degree Grange member.  
As a current member of the Grange 
building committee we are proposing 
a renovation project that will provide 
easier ADA access to our Grange hall 
and in turn provided an improved 
event venue for our community.  

My two sons Daniel and Matthew 
are both members of the Grange and 
plan on continuing our Grange legacy.   

Matthew and Ashley’s children, Reeve 
and Matley are waiting to become of 
age to become Junior Grangers and 
continue the family legacy.

Article about Blockhouse Fort 
found in The Goldendale Sentinel, 
Goldendale, WA., June 15, 1911, page 
1 – OLD BLOCKHOUSE MOVED 
MONDAY:

At last the timbers of the Old 
Blockhouse have been moved. 
On Monday morning, this week a 
number of a prominent Grangers 
arrived at the corner of Grant and 
Court streets and all during the day 
the work of hauling the old timbers 
progressed. The first load was hauled 
by Jos. Stultz, others having teams 
and assisting with the work were: J.J. 
Dingmon, Will Wilkins, Dan Lefever 
and John Vanhoy, The timbers now 
are conveniently laying prior to 
rebuilding on a site selected in the city 
park. A fund will be secured to finance 
the necessary work of rebuilding the 
old blockhouse, when the work will 
immediately commence. This move 
is a popular one among the Granges, 
early pioneers and patriotic citizens. It 
will preserve, for many years to come, 
one of the most interesting landmarks 
for miles around, and one that figures 
largely in the early history of the 
community. The old fort protected 
the settler at one time and now these 
people are in turn protecting the old 
fort. A part of the timbers had been 
taken from the pile, we are told, but 
not enough to materially damage the 
re-erection of the structure. 

The Lefever Family
Continued from Page 18

Spotlight:

The Roe/Hack Family - A Grange Legacy Family 

(Left photo -- Left to right) Dennis Roe, National Master Betsy Huber, Candy Roe Hack
(Right photo) Candy Roe Hack discussing the Grange Legacy Program with Loretta 
Washington, National Grange Program Director.

By Richard Lefever

The Roe/Hack family of Goldendale 
with multiple generations of 
involvement in the Grange were 
recognized has a Grange Legacy 
Family.  Two of the nine 2017 
Washington State Grange legacy 
families came from Goldendale, WA.  

The Ernest Roe and Wyatt families 
started their Grange participation 
in 1908 in both the Number 6 and 
Woodbine Granges.  When these 
Granges disbanded, the Roe Family 
joined Goldendale Grange.  

In 1928, Ernest Roe was Master of 
Klickitat County Pomona Grange 
#5, his son Dan Roe was master Of 
Goldendale Grange #49 and Ronald, 
another son was the Master of the 
Goldendale Juvenile Grange #51.  
Dan Roe was only 18 when he served 
as master, making him the youngest 
master in the state of Washington at 
that time.

Dan Roe was a veteran of World 
War II having entered the Army in 

1942.  He was a second lieutenant 
in an armored division and during 
the Battle of the Bulge in 1945, made 
the ultimate sacrifice. Roe Street in 
Goldendale’s Legion Heights was 
named in his honor.  

In 1925 Ernest Roe was appointed 
an agent for the Grange Relief 
Association.  He held that position 
until his son Ronald replaced him 
in 1945.  By this time the association 
changed their name to the Grange 
Insurance Association. Candy Roe 
Hack assumed the Goldendale 
agency in 1976 and remained the 
agent until her retirement in 1986.  
The Roes were agents for Grange 
Insurance for seventy-two years.

Ernest Roe was appointed to 
the board of directors of Grange 
insurance when they started writing 
auto insurance in 1943.  He held 
that position until his death in 1953. 
Ronald took his father’s place on the 
board until his retirement in 1974.  
They held that seat on the board for 
31 years. 

Candy Roe Hack is a seventh degree 
and golden sheaf Goldendale Grange 
member.  Locally she has served as 
Grange treasurer and maintained 

the Grange insurance documents for 
many years. Dennis Roe, her brother 
joined the Grange in 1956 and now 
lives in Whitman County.    

Grange Foundation
1 in 1000 Club Unveiled

As we celebrate the first 150 years 
of service by Grange members across 
the nation, National Grange recently 
unveiled a new initiative that will propel 
us into our next century and a half: 
The 1 in 1,000 Club through the Grange 
Foundation.

The Foundation is our affiliated 501(c)
(3) charitable nonprofit that supports 
initiatives of the Grange including training and activities for Juniors 
and Youth, leadership development and outreach opportunities for all 
members, deaf activities, the Kelley Farm and many other causes close to 
the heart of the Grange Family.

The 1 in 1,000 Club, introduced during the 151st Annual National 
Grange Convention in November and officially launched on December 
4th, allows you to invest in the future of the Grange while taking your 
place at the table of an exclusive support club with a limited 1,000 spaces 
available.

To join, fill out the attached form to reserve your place in the 1 
in 1,000 Club and choose to be invoiced or make a payment in full or 
payment plan to contribute $1,000 to the charitable Grange Foundation 
- a contribution that may be tax-deductible; contact your financial or tax 
advisor.  Club members will enjoy some exclusive benefits including 
invitations to special dinners and events, detailed correspondence about 
the Foundation's activities and more. Club members will also receive a 
pin and certificate to honor their status in the philanthropic circle. 

There will only be 1,000 members of this group in perpetuity. When 
the member passes away, the membership may be first made available 
to an individual designated by the late Club member but will require a 
"renewal" payment of $1,000 in order to keep the membership number. 
Should the designated individual wish not to renew the membership, 
it will be offered to the person at the top of the waiting list (or general 
membership if 1,000 are not already assigned). Groups (Granges, other 
Foundations, other organizations) who wish to become a member of the 
Club will require renewal every 10 years of $1,000 in order to keep their 
number.
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Sammamish Valley 
Home To Next 

Generation of Farmers

We’ve all heard the stories and seen the statistics about how farmers are 
aging; how younger family members are moving away from the homestead, 
driven to other careers and opportunities. But these facts and figures are not 
the only story at the forefront. There’s a resurgence of passionate, young men 
and women who embrace farm life and are bucking this trend. A whole new 
culture of young farmers are adopting the heritage and traditions of the small, 
family-owned farm. The Sammamish Valley is home to a new generation of 
students and incubator farmers who are committed to bringing local food 
to their communities and involved with local food security and food policy 
issues.

A round-table discussion, "The Next Generation of Farmers,” presented by 
the Sammamish Valley Grange #286, was held in November at the Grange 
Hall in Woodinville. Farmer participants in the program included the SAgE 
Student Farm (Sustainable AGriculture Education), a partnership of three local 
community colleges that provides hands-on education and training, along 
with Tonnemaker's Woodinville Farm, Sound Vegetables Farm and others 
who farm in the Sammamish Valley and the surrounding community. Topics 
included the blending of old and new technologies, using new science-based 
techniques, managing current environmental standards and implementing a 
sustainable business model. The future of farming was represented right here 
in our urban community’s backyard.

Spring Hill Grange  
Member Honored With

Quilt of Valor
On November 8, 2017, during the 

National Grange's 150th Annual 
Convention in Spokane, Washington,  
Brother Guy LaRue, a 75 year member of 
Spring Hill Grange #909 was presented 
a "Quilt of Valor" for his service during 
WWII.

Guy served in the US Navy from 
1943 -1947.  During that time he did 
a tour on the USS Lowry, an Allen M. 
Sumner-class Destroyer in the Pacific 
Theater. The quilt was presented by 
Nancy Walker, quilted by Janet Shaw 
and bound by Diane Gross.
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