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Grange News

Sammamish Valley Grange No. 286
Forges a Tourism Partnership

The Sammamish Valley (SV) 
Grange, #286, has forged a 
community partnership with 
the Woodinville Chamber of 
Commerce and Woodinville 

Wine Country. The old Fire 
Hall, property of #286 and 
adjacent to the SV Grange Hall, 
is now home to the Woodinville 
Visitors Center.

The new Center was unveiled 
at a Grand Opening Celebration 
in September with several SV 
Grange members in attendance. 
According to Dave Witt, 
Chamber Executive Director, 
“It’s a perfect location.” The 1,400 
square foot facility is located 
in the Hollywood District, in 
the center of the well-traveled 
wine and tourist district. “This 
location will help us provide 
a more rich experience for 
visitors by helping them with 
their itinerary while they’re 
here,” Witt said. The Center will 
also connect guests with non-
tourism businesses like banks, 
dry cleaners and grocery stores.

The Sammamish Valley 
Grange #286 is looking forward 
to significant opportunities 
through this partnership, 
including high-level community 
engagement, marketing of on-
going activities, increased 
membership, and awareness 
of the Grange mission and 
programs.

Photo above: Attendees celebrate 
the grand opening of the 
Woodinville Visitors Center 
in the old Fire Hall, owned by 
the Sammamish Valley Grange 
#286, and located adjacent to the 
Grange Hall.



WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS2

(USPS) 226-060
P.O. Box 1186

Olympia, WA 98507-1186
(360) 943-9911 • (800) 854-1635

Fax (360) 357-3548
www.wa-grange.org

Tom Gwin, Executive Editor

WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS 
(ISSN: 1070-4442) is published monthly 
except for September for and by the 
Washington State Grange, 924 S. Capitol 
Way, Olympia, WA 98501-1210. Member 
of the Pacific Grange Group, comprised of 
Washington State Grange News, Oregon 
Grange Bulletin and California Grange News. 
Subscription price to Grange members: $3.02 
per year (from dues). Nonmember price: $5.25 
per year; $9.00 two years; $13.75 three years. 
Periodicals postage paid at Olympia, WA and 
additional entry offices.

POSTMASTER: Send change of address 
to – WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE 
NEWS, P.O. Box 1186, Olympia, WA 
98507-1186.

Printed on recycled paper with soy ink

GranGe e-mail addresses

• State Master Tom Gwin:
 tagwin@wa-grange.org

• Sophia Keller, Executive Assistant: 
 skeller@wa-grange.org

• Rebecca Scott, Receptionist: 
 rscott@wa-grange.org

• Cherri Crain, Supplies:  
 ccrain@wa-grange.org

• Patti Cochran, Accountant:  
 pcochran@wa-grange.org

• Nancy Drake, Membership Records: 
 ndrake@wa-grange.org

• Holli Johnson, Legislative Lobbyist: 
 legislative@wa-grange.org

General: grange@wa-grange.org

Moving? Let us know!
Old Address (label should be on reverse of this form)

New Address

Your Name

Grange Name & Number

Please mail to:
Grange News
PO Box 1186
Olympia, WA
98507-1186

From the Lecturer’s Department:  
Be Sure To Include Your 
Friends And Neighbors
By Terry Abbott
State Grange Lecturer

Wow!!! What a crazy summer. It seems 
like it just started and now it is over and we 
are into the fall season. This means most 
local, county and state fairs have finished 
and everyone 
is getting 
ready for their 
Open House 
Booster Night. 
I encourage 
every Grange to 
have a Booster 
m e e t i n g 
and invite 
your whole 
community to a 
fun filled action 
packed evening 
or afternoon. 
Let everyone 
know what a GREAT organization we 
belong to and show them what we do and 
can do for our communities.

Next I look forward to all of the GREAT 
entries I will be receiving from all of you 
on your Grange booths that you had at 
your fairs. The few that I was able to see 
for myself were really nice.  Remember all 

of the entries are due to me NO later than 
October 31st. I plan to have them judged 
before Thanksgiving, so please try and 
be prompt with your entry. If you have 
questions feel free to give me a call.

My team and I will be meeting at 
the end of the month to coordinate the 
Lecturers program for 2017. I think you 
will be pleasantly surprised with some of 
the changes we are working on. We are 
also getting the schedule put together for 
the Leadership Conferences in January. 
I encourage all lecturers and fellow 
Grangers to attend one in your area. Stay 
tuned for the schedule coming out soon.

As the holidays approach and we plan 
the activities for our Granges, please be 
sure to include your friends and neighbors. 
This will help to get them interested in 
what we do as a Grange. Remember keep 
your programs educational and most 
of all FUN!!! Remember to also include 
the KIDS!!!!!! They are the future of our 
Grange.

Terry Abbott

South Union Grange members sold hamburgers and hotdogs at the Antique 
Truck Show in Tumwater on August 13. L-R:  Kim Piotrowski, Pam Mathews, Chris 
Piotrowski, Christie Vintilo.

Youth & Junior News

By Jerry Gwin
State Youth Director

The Washington State Grange Youth Group will be well 
represented at the 2016 National Grange Convention in 
Washington, DC.  Several youth members are in the final 
stages of convention preparations.

Kennedy Gwin (Humptulips Grange) will represent our 
state in the Horizon Youth Ambassador Program.  Kennedy 
has spent the past few months preparing herself and 
brushing up on her interview skills.

We will be represented by four youth members who 
have been selected for the National Grange Youth Officer 
Team.  Jacob Gwin (Humptulips) will serve as the Overseer, 
Morgan Browning (Mossyrock) will be the Treasurer.  Alexis Kudsk (Haynie) will be 
the Gatekeeper, and Leah Bardal (Pleasant Hill) will be the Flora.  The Youth Officer 
Team will open the session on Friday morning of the convention.  All four are busy 
learning their parts for the opening.  

Brittany Gordon (Rimrock) will be serving as a TracFone Communications Fellow 
at the convention.  The communications fellows will produce the daily newsletter at 
the convention, covering a wide range of stories.  

As we near the point of putting this year’s national convention behind us, the 
2017 National Grange Convention preparations move to the forefront.  Under the 
leadership of Host Youth Committee Chairs Rick and Terry Ferguson, our youth 
department will be working to provide the items necessary for a successful youth 
program at the convention.  We certainly hope many of our youth are planning to 
participate in one of the many convention activities.  Details on the youth programs 
will be in our 2017 Youth Program Guide, available in late December.

Youth: Youth Group To 
Be Well Represented At 
National Convention

Jerry Gwin

By Marvin & Jennifer Oliver
Junior Grange Directors

Fall has arrived, brisk mornings and 
warm afternoons.  This is our favorite 
time of the year, the fairs are over, school 
has started and the Holiday cheer is in 
the air.  Let’s not forget about hot apple 
cider and coco! The holidays are a great 
opportunity for your Junior Grange to 
have a party and invite the local families 
for a safe and fun environment.  Take 
that opportunity to introduce them to the 
Grange and what we have to offer! Not up 
to a party, use your hall and parking lot 
for a trunk or treat at Halloween.  That’s 
right plan for a Halloween night to have 
some volunteers at stations in the hall or 
out of the trunks of the cars to provide 
a safe place for children to trick or treat!   
Start planning with your Junior Grange 
a food collection to support your local 
food bank or shelter for Thanksgiving.  
For Christmas have a community party 
with a visit from Santa!  Have a station at 
the parties to make holiday cards for you 
local nursing home or care center.  It’s 
amazing how the Juniors can decorate 
a card and spread the cheer to make 
someone’s day!  Make a treat bags for 
every holiday and provide Junior Grange 
Pamphlet, or Junior Grange Camp 
brochure or even an information sheet 
about your Junior Grange meeting times.  
Get our name out there! All communities 
need a safe, fun place and the Grange can 
provide that!

National Grange is just around the 
corner, November 15th – 19th and the 
Washington State Junior Grange will be 
represented! This year  the Washington 
State Junior Committee named the Junior 
Granger of the year, Keynan Moore from 
East Hill # 265 in King county.  Keynan 
worked very hard through the year to 
earn this.  He earned the Junior Grange 
individual Builder by bringing three 
friends to the Junior Grange and they 
became members.    He also held a Junior 
office, Served on the installing/degree 

Juniors: Are You Contributing 
to the P.A.T.H. Program?

Marvin & Jennifer Oliver

team and entered the Lecturers and CFL 
contest.  He has even been to several 
Washington State Junior Camps and 
taken friends with him.  Congratulation 
Keynan and we hope you have a great 
time at the National Convention.

We would like to take a minute and 
encourage continued support of our 
Community service project this year. The 
P.A.T.H. program.  If your Junior Grange 
or Junior 1 + has not looked into this 
please take the time and go to the web 
site and look at the video.   http://www.
vetmed.wsu.edu/departments/service-
units/csaw/people-pet-partnership/path                                                                     

PATHs mission is to provide 
recreational, therapeutic horseback 
riding for people with physical, mental 
and/or emotional disabilities. Horseback 
riding gives individuals with disabilities 
a chance to strengthen and relax muscles, 
increase joint mobility, and improve 
balance, posture, and coordination in 
a way that makes learning fun and 
interesting. Acquiring these skills fosters 
the development of confidence and self-
reliance while riders learn the basics of 
caring for a horse.  Make a horse bank, 
poster or presentation for collection of 
funds.  Have fun!  We would love to see 
photos of Junior Grangers supporting 
this cause.  Please send collected funds to 
the Washington state Grange with Junior 
Grange written in the memo section.

Thank you and have a safe holiday 
season.
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Viewpoint
Celebrate Accomplishments; 
Chart Our Voyage To Future 
Success

Tom Gwin

By Tom Gwin
State Grange Master/President

As we inch closer to the end of our Grange year, we want to take time to 
celebrate the past year’s accomplishments and to chart our voyage for success 
in the future.

We have been notified that seven Granges from our state will be recognized 
as Distinguished Granges for 2015-16.  The Distinguished Grange Program 
honors Subordinate and State Granges that fulfill their responsibilities as part of 
the National Grange, while excelling in the areas of membership, fundraising, 

and service to their communities.
Our list of recipients includes three first 

year award winners:  Oakview Grange 
(Lewis County) and Tualco Grange) 
Snohomish County).  Three Granges are 
being recognized for the fourth consecutive 
year: Deer Lagoon Grange (Island County), 
Issaquah Valley Grange (King County), 
and Mossyrock Grange (Lewis County).  
Five Mile Prairie Grange (Spokane County) 
and Humptulips Grange (Grays Harbor 
County) will be recognized for the seventh 
consecutive year.  For the fifth consecutive 
year, the Washington State Grange will be 
recognized as a Distinguished State Grange.  
Congratulations to each of the recipients on 
a job well done!

The Junior Grange camp directors met in 
October to report on their camping programs for the year.  All camps reported 
excellent camping sessions with no major problems.  The camps reported a 
total of 447 kids attended camp this summer, nearly a 40% increase over last 
year.  The campers were supported by 74 teen counselors and 88 adult staff 
members.  The camp directors, their volunteer board members, counselors and 
staff members are all to be commended for providing outstanding camping 
experiences for our Junior Grangers.  Thank you, as well, to the many Granges 
and Grange members who financially supported our kids so they could attend 
camp this summer. 

This is the time of year when Booster Programs and winding down and 
holiday activities are revving up.  Many Grange have or soon will be electing 
officers for the next year.  Select your Grange leaders with care.  Know the 
goals and objectives of each candidate and select the ones that will make your 
Grange successful.  After the election is complete, each Grange needs to chart 
their voyage for the coming year by setting goals and planning the year’s 
activities.  The voyage we take is ours to plan.  Let’s hope that this year’s 
voyage takes us to new and exciting places that will allow us to grow and 
prosper in our communities.

From all of us here at the State Office, best wishes for a fruitful Thanksgiving.  
Please call upon us if we can assist you in any way possible.

By Holli Johnson
Legislative Lobbyist

The State Supreme Court issued their 
decision in Whatcom County v. Western 
Washington Growth Management 
Hearings Board (also known as the Hirst 
case) on October 6.  The Supreme Court 
in a 6-3 decision held that “the county 
failed to meet its duty under the (Growth 
Management Act) to ensure water was 
factually and legally available before they 
issue building permits.” 

The potential outcome of this ruling 
for rural land owners is that this decision 
could add thousands of dollars in costs 
to building a home in rural counties.  
Land owners may need to hire a 
hydrogeological surveyor to verify they 
are not hurting senior water rights.  

The Washington State Grange 
participates in many stakeholder groups.  
One such group is the Washington 
Water Policy Alliance (WWPA) 
which includes members from other 
agricultural organizations, irrigation 
districts, municipalities, manufacturing 
companies, utility companies, just about 
everybody who uses or sells water. 
WWPA negotiates all issues relating to 
the availability of water. 

According to WWPA Executive 
Director, Kathleen Collins, the court 
determined that the Growth Management 
Act (GMA) requires local governments to 
provide protection of water resources and 
water quality.  In their opinion they state 
that allowing the use of permit-exempt 
wells in rural areas can potentially 
impact the instream flows.  They say 
it is the responsibility of the county to 
ensure that water is legally available and 
a local government cannot rely on an 
Ecology instream flow rule that allows 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Recent Supreme Court
Decision Will Have Significant
Impact To Rural Water
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Holli Johnson

continued use of exempt wells through 
an exemption to the flow rule.  

What this mean is that counties within 
GMA and 
quite possibly 
c o u n t i e s 
outside of 
GMA must 
require a 
demonstration 
that any new 
water use for 
a building or 
a subdivision 
won’t impair 
senior water 
r i g h t s , 
including minimum flows set by Ecology 
in an instream flow rule.

The three justices that disagreed 
with the majority wrote in their dissent 
argument that “the effect of the majority 
holding is to require individual building 
permit applicants to commission a 
hydrological study to show that their 
very small withdrawal does not impair 
senior water rights, and then have the 
local building department evaluate the 
adequacy of scientific data.  The practical 
result of this holding is to stop counties 
from granting building permits that rely 
on permit-exempt wells.”  The dissenters 
think the majority is reading too much into 
the GMA and the reference to “adequate” 
does not mean “legal availability.”  They 
also point out the decision will result in 
different standards between GMA and 
non-GMA counties.  

This is a complicated case that will 
have major ramifications on instream 
flow rules, rural water use, counties and 
potentially cities.  We will continue to 
work closely with stakeholders on this 
issue.

We
Proudly Endorse

Grange Insurance
Association

From the beginning,
the Grange was an
organization developed
to protect farmer’s
in terests  and to
encourage working
with others while

supporting the private
enterprise system.  The
success of these
cooperative efforts led
to many ventures, one
cooperative venture
that still exists today -

To locate an agent near you call
 800-247.2643 or log on to

www.grange.com and use the agent
locator.

Your State Grange Proudly Endorses GIA

Grange Insurance Association

Quality Insurance Products
Competitive Pricing
Professional Prompt Claims Service

For Preferred Risks

November 15-19 –   150th National Grange Convention,  
  Washington DC 

December 1 –   Annual Officer Reports from Subordinate and  
  Pomona Granges Due

December 31 –   Annual Lecturer Reports Due to State Lecturer

December 31 –   Annual Family Living Reports Due to State  
  Family Living Director

January 15 –   Secretary Fourth Quarter Reports Due to the  
  State Office

January 2017 –   Leadership Conferences – schedule to be announced  
  in December

Mark Your Calendars:
Upcoming Washington 
State Grange Events



WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS4

Grange Connection
ADAMS COUNTY

Ralston Grange will be sponsoring a 
"Veteran's Appreciation Night" at their hall 
in Ralston on Tuesday, November 15 to 
honor all veterans from the surrounding 
communities.  The evening will begin with 
a potluck dinner at 6:00 p.m. followed by 
the program.  The grange will provide 
ham, turkey, beverages and table service.  
On December 4th the Ralston Grange will 
hold its 86th annual community Christmas 
Potluck and Party.  The potluck begins at 
5:00 p.m.. Children and adults attending 
are asked to participate in the program with 
a musical number, dance routine, recital 
or program number of their choosing.  A 
visit from Santa will complete the evening, 
which for many area families, some for four 
generations, has meant the beginning of the 
Christmas season.

CLALLAM COUNTY
Fairview Grange celebrated their 100th 

anniversary with a Spaghetti Dinner and 
Chinese Auction.  State Master Tom Gwin 
presented a plaque from the National 
Grange, recognizing their century of 
service. 

CLARK COUNTY
Mt. Valley Grange #79 located at 40107 

NE 221st Ave., Amboy, WA  98601 will 
meet on Saturday, November 12, 2016. 
Business meeting: 10:30 am followed by a 
Potluck at conclusion of meeting.  We will 
also be hosting a Community Celebration 
Honoring Our Veterans Co-Hosted with 
North Clark Historical Museum on 
November 12, 2016. 5:30 pm Pie & Ice Cream 
Social, 6:30 pm Musical Entertainment, 7:00 
pm Program Veterans are recognized and 
honored. Community organizations are 
recognized. Drawing for Door Prizes and 
NCH Museum Quilt. Pie Auction at the 
conclusion of the evening.

FERRY COUNTY
San Poil Grange has a number of 

upcoming activities planned. Nov. 5th, 
Community Harvest Potluck and Bingo. 
Potluck begins at 5:30PM and Bingo starts at 
6PM.  Nov.10th , Grange Business meeting 
begins with a potluck at 6PM and Business 
meeting at 7PM.  Nov.19th, Community 
Thanksgiving potluck and Turkey Bingo. 
Potluck at 5:30PM Grange Provides the 
Turkey and Potatoes, Gravy and Stuffing,  
Bingo at 6PM. Door Prizes are Turkeys.  
Nov. 28th – Ladies Auxiliary starts at noon 
with a potluck, San Poil  Junior Grange 
meets after school at 2:30PM. 

GRAYS HARBOR/
PACIFIC COUNTIES

Humptulips Grange spent the month of 
September “doing the Puyallup” with their 

display at the state fair.  The regular Grange 
meeting, scheduled for October 14, was 
cancelled by the forecasted storm of high winds 
and heavy rain.  The next Grange meeting will 
be on Friday, November 4 at 7:30 p.m.  Bingo 
activities started the season with a successful 
event on October 8.  The October 22 bingo 
event featured large pumpkins and Halloween 
candy as prizes.  Turkey Bingo will be held 
on November 5, while Christmas Bingo will 
be held on December 3.  The Grange kitchen 
will be open and will feature a baked potato 
bar at each Bingo event.  The Grange food 
bank is continuing monthly food distribution.  
Sixty families were served in September.  
The Humptulips Junior Grange will meet on 
Sunday, November 6 at 1 p.m.

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Chimacum Grange is hosting a Winter 

Farmers Craft Fair on Saturday, December 10. 
The craft fair is a homespun, country version 
of a Target store, emulating the local General 
Stores of yesteryear.  The Grange is looking 
for crafter-folk who wish to sell homemade, 
affordable items. The sign-up deadline 
is November 15. Please email Heather at 
chimacumgrange@gmail.com with “Seeking 
Craft Fair Info” in the subject line. 

LEWIS COUNTY
Adna Grange will host Bluegrass Jam on 

the 2nd Saturday of each month through May, 
2017.  Jam with your bluegrass instruments 
from 2pm to 5pm.  Dinner from 5pm to 6pm for 
$6.00; Open Mic (10 minute set) from 6pm to 
7pm (or later if there is no concert scheduled). 
Check the Adna Grange #417 Facebook page 
to make sure the jam is not cancelled due to a 
holiday. https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Adna-Grange-417/333928159982485 The 
Grange is located at 123 Dieckman Road in 
Adna, WA. Potato Bakes will be held on the 4th 
Saturday of each month through May unless 
there is a holiday.  Check the Facebook page for 
information. 11:30am - 1:30pm (new end time); 
$7.00 includes baked potato with toppings 
of sour cream, butter, chili, shredded cheese, 
bacon, broccoli, cheese sauce, tomatoes, ranch 
dressing; plus salad, beverage, and dessert.  
Then coming up on December 10, 2016 - Santa 
Breakfast - all you can eat pancakes, eggs, 
sausage links, drink $6.00.  Kid’s meal includes 
a visit with Santa and crafts. 

Mossyrock Grange will celebrate with 
a Booster Program and Harvest Dinner on 
November 6 at 1 p.m.  Membership awards for 
40, 50, 60, and 65 years will be presented.  All 
Grangers are invited to join in the fellowship 
with us and the see our new barn quilt and hall 
paint.

PIERCE COUNTY
Collins Grange held a harvest festival on 

October 23.  They also hosted the Pomona 
Grange Recognition Banquet on October 
16.  Members are working to repair an 
underground broken water pipe.

Edgewood Grange will be having a holiday 
bazaar on November 4-5.

Fruitland Grange elected Jim Moebius to 
be Master for 2016.  The painting on the north 
side of the hall is completed and the siding on 
the west side is completed.  Bids were received 
to replacing the roof, with the costs shared 
between the Grange and the South Hill Little 
League.

McMillin Grange has dictionaries ready to 
deliver. Members have also collected over 1000 
school supply items and 150 books.  McMillin 
will host the 4-H Leaders Dinner on November 
6.

Ohop Grange will hold a holiday bazaar 
on November 18-19, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.  
They are delivering dictionaries to the school.

Riverside Valley Grange held their annual 
summer picnic in August.  Guests included 
State Master Tom Gwin and State Lecturer 
Terry Abbott.  The Grange mourns the loss of 
longtime member and officer Susan Parr in 
September.

Waller Road is working on bids for the roof 
and painting of the Woodrow School House.

SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit Valley Grange met on September 12 
and draped the charter for Barbara Lee, a long-
time member.  At the October meeting, 300 
pounds of food was collected and delivered to 

the Alger Food Bank.  The annual Christmas 
Party and potluck dinner will be held on 
Sunday, December 11 at 2 p.m.  Food will be 
collected at the dinner for the food bank. 

SNAKE RIVER
Columbia Valley Grange recently had 

an awards presentation. Following a Junior 
Grange craft meeting and a potluck dinner, 
membership awards were presented by 
Lecturer Deena Stallings. A part of the 
presentation was an informative history of 
the Grange from its inception. Officers for 
next year will be elected at the November 10 
meeting. The annual Community Christmas 
dinner and Santa program will be Sunday 
December 11 at 2:00 PM. The annual Junior 
Grange Bazaar date has been changed from 
November 22 to December 10, 9:00 to 3:00.

THURSTON COUNTY
McLane Grange is hosting the Delphi Craft 

& Swap Meet from 9:00 am — 3:00 pm at 
McLane Grange, 931 Delphi Rd SW, Olympia, 
WA 98512 on November 12. To sell your crafts 
contact Eladice Arnold: 360-866-7254. $15.00 
includes 1 table & chair. Free coffee & house-
made lunches for sale.

South Union Grange participated in the 
Thurston County Fair, taking several shifts 
in the Pomona food booth.  Members sold 
hamburgers and hot dogs at the Antique 
Truck Show in Tumwater on August 13.  
Several members served as attendants 
in the Washington State Grange booth at 
the Washington State Fair in Puyallup in 
September.  Members participated in their 
quarterly food drive for Thurston County 

Food Bank at the September meeting.  In 
October, members mourned the passing 
of Golden Sheaf member Mary Helen 
Leaming, whose service was held at the 
Grange hall.  Special thanks go out to 
State Grange staff who were able to get 
Mary Helen’s 55-year membership seal in 
time for South Union’s Master to be able 
to present it to the family at the memorial 
service.  South Union continues to hold a 
dance the first Saturday of every month 
from 7 to 10 pm in their hall.  Free lessons 
are available at 6 pm on dance nights, so 
come early and get some basic instructions 
on how to two-step, waltz, and line dance.  
Live country music is provided by the 
Country Four.  All ages are welcome and 
admission is $6 per person.  The annual 
Christmas dinner and celebration will be 
held on December 11 at 2 pm.  The Grange 
will provide a main dish, while side dishes 
are desserts are potluck.  Santa will be in 
attendance and parents are asked to bring 
a wrapped gift with their own child’s name 
on it.  Sneak it to a South Union member 
and they will see that it finds its way into 
Santa’s bag.  The next meetings will be held 
on November 21 and December 19 at 7 pm 
(third Monday of every month).  The next 
quarterly food drive will be in December, 
so bring donations to the Christmas 
celebration or the December meeting.

YAKIMA COUNTY
Terrace Heights Grange will host a 

Christmas Party on Dec. 14th: with music, 
Santa & lighted trucks and Christmas bags 
for all the kids.

Skookumchuck Grange rented a window 
in downtown Tenino to promote the 
Grange and the Thurston County and 
WA State Fair. A Big Thank You to the 
Pomona women who helped decorate 
it.  Our Harvest dinner and Bazaar was 
a great success, we served 130 people!  
October 15th we hosted the Pomona 
Farm City dinner. December 5th we 
have our annual Photos with Santa and 
provide Apple Cider and Sweets for the 
community. This is a FREE event at our 
newly painted Grange.

Issaquah Valley Grange member Rob Harper recently distributed dictionaries to 
Davenport Elementary School.  We distributed more dictionaries to Maple Hills 
Elementary and also to Sunset Elementary in the Issaquah School District.  This 
is our 13th year in The Dictionary Project.

Green Bluff Grange
Awarded For Exhibits

Green Bluff Grange had a busy October.  During the 7th annual Harvest Festival at 
the Grange a pancake breakfast was held first four Sundays (applesauce topping—
well it is apple season on Green Bluff!!) with craft  and food vendors on the weekend 
.The weather was not cooperative this year so crowds were down but everyone had 
fun!    Election of Officers will take place in November.  Green Bluff Grange received 
the “People’s Choice” award for their very creative interpretation of this year’s theme 
“Jaw Dropping” at the Spokane Interstate Fair this year.  We are donating to a couple 
of wonderful area charities this season.  Jr. Grangers are excited to be sponsoring a 
Halloween Spooky Haunted House on Oct. 28 and 29 from 5:30 – 9 p.m. at the Grange.  
The children friendly event only cost $2 per child and there are also lots of games to 
win candy and prizes.  Community Booster night is November 12 and the annual 
Community Christmas Party is on December 10—Santa always shows up!! Happy 
Thanksgiving to all.
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Catlin Grange #199 from Kelso, WA - Master Allan Harrington assisted by Overseer 
Jim presented a check to Principal Adele Marshall of Catlin Elementary School  
Kelso Wa  at their recent PTO Meeting.  Not Pictured Tena Hedges.

Grange Connection

Cowlitz County Pomona:  Tri County meeting was held on September 25, 2016 
at Catlin Grange, where the Clark County Drill Team put on a really cute drill and 
dance with a train theme.

Central WA Fair
Award Winners
Announced

The top three Grange Agricultural 
Displays at Central Washington State 
Fair in Yakima September 23 to October 
2 were each awarded special recognition.   
Lower Naches Grange, using a Country 
Garden theme, was awarded the First 
place trophy in the judging of the seven 
Grange displays, In addition to Second 
Place, Riverside Pamona was awarded 
the trophy for Animation for the moving 
wheel the theme.  Selah Heights Grange 
exhibit was awarded the Sid Morrison 
Trophy for the top Educational display 
using bits of history for the 100th 
Anniversary of their Grange as the 
theme for the display.  Grange members 
participating in preparation of he displays 
were recognized by the fair at a luncheon 
on Sunday where Fair President Greg 
Stewart commented on the excellence of 
all the displays.

Thurston County
Pomona Holds Picnic

Thurston County Pomona members enjoyed a surprise hayride at their July 17 
picnic at the Nelson Ranch near Tenino.

Sequim Prairie Grange 
Holds Social Night

Sequim Prairie Grange September’s Potluck was our Booster night. It was a 
great night. It started with Brian singing How Great Thou Art, dinner, Tom Sutton 
with some interesting facts, and Sue Hargrave for the skit she and her cast put on. 
Performing Jo as the doctors office, Lorretta B. as the funeral home, Tom Gwin as 
Saint Peter and Fred G. as the devil, Sue played the part of the little old lady. Great 
job to everyone who helped make tonight an enjoyable evening. Thank you all. 
our awards were presented by our Washington State Grange Master Tom Gwin. 
Receiving awards were 25 yrs. Casey Becker and Rebecca Horst 27 yrs. Martha 
Ireland 40yrs. Kim Moulson and Alan Langley and receiving 70 yrs. Helen Bucher. 
Other members who could not attend tonight's program where also recognized were 
26 yrs. Duane Thompson, 27 yrs. Jane Ostermann, 40 yrs. Robert Nelson and Linda 
Chapman, 50 yrs. Gary Beil and Ronald Beil, 51 yrs. Arthur Linden and Gregg Stone, 
55 yrs. Gail De Lorm, 56 yrs. Dolores Franklin, 60 yrs. Elliot Clark Jr., 62yrs. Norman 
Bruce Fernie, 65 yrs. Larry Thomsen and 66 yrs. Birdie Ruth Duffy. Congratulations 
to all our members. Thank you for all the years you have been a part of Sequim 
Prairie Grange.

(Top) Lower Naches Grange; 
(Middle) Riverside Grange; (Bottom) 
Selah Heights Grange.

Mt. Valley Grange 
Holds Open House

Mt. Valley held their Booster Day/
Open House on September 24, 2016.

The potluck was at 1:00 pm and the 
program started at 2:00 pm.

Sylvia Stokes provided lively piano 
music before and during the program. 
Entertainment was provided by Carol 
Jo Parry, LaVonne Maltby, and Pat 
Tidland,

Lecturer Judy Steigmann and Master 
Dave Johnson hosted the program. 
Grange history and 'What the Grange 
can do for You' were provided, as 
well as improvements and future 
improvements for the Grange Hall.

Shavanna Burlingame, State 
Membership Director, attended the 
Booster Day at Mt. Valley and gave an 
insightful talk on being a member of 
the grange.

Membership Awards were given to 
Patricia Benge & Carl Higgins, 25-year 
Silver Star; Tom Sutton, Allen Towers, 
& Nancy Towers, 40-year Certificates; 
Carl George, 50-year Golden Sheaf; 
Albert Benge, 60-year Certificate; 
Robert Campbell & Peggy Martin, 70-
year Certificates.

A special award was given to Grange 
member Jerry Johnson for his service 
to the Grange and to the community. 
Jerry is always there for maintenance 
and any thing that needs to be done 
at the grange, he takes care of his 
church in the same way, he works at 
the Food Bank at the church, is on the 
Board of Directors at the North Clark 
Historical Museum and takes care of 
the building and the grounds, and he 

helps any friend or neighbor in need.  The 
award was presented to him by his sister, 
Judy Steigmann, and his brothers, Dave & 
Darrell Johnson.  He was totally surprised 
by the award, and his entire family was 
there to see him receive it. 

A Citizen's Award was presented to 
Meals on Wheels Kitchen Volunteers 
who help MOWP employee Collin Reed 
prepare and serve the meals at senior 
lunch provided at the Mt. Valley Grange in 
Amboy, WA.  The dining hall volunteers, 
who set-up the tables and clear the tables, 
were also recognized.  Those recognized 
were Elaine Phillips, John Phillips, Lynn 
Wilson, Misty Toivonen, Andy Poole, Julia 
Heldman, Marcia Colgate, Ruby Taylor, 
Bud Taylor, Marvin Davis, and Sheri 
Huffman.

The event was attended by 43 grangers 
and members of the community.

PHOTOS: (Top Left) Jerry Johnson with 
his family; (Top Right) Nancy and Allen 
Towers, 40-year Certificates; (Bottom 
Right) Carl Higgins, 25-year Silver Star.
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CLALLAM COUNTY
Our November meeting is scheduled for 

November 3rd.  This will be a Planning 
Meeting for 2017 at Dry Creek Grange at 7pm.

For those of you that are not Pomona 
members this is the Fifth degree of the grange 
and is responsible for supporting Subordinate 
(Local) Granges in Clallam county as well 
as grange business that effects issues county 
wide. We meet approximately once a Quarter 
at the various Granges throughout Clallam 
County. The Pomona level is where we host 
the annual arts and crafts competition locally. 
If interested contact myself, Keith Koehler, or 
another Pomona member. The cost is $1.00 for 
ever as long as you maintain your subordinate 
membership.

CLARK COUNTY
The next meeting of Clark County Pomona 

will be held Hazel Dell Grange #1124, 7509 NE 
Hazel Dell Ave., Vancouver, WA on November 
9, 2016. 6:00 pm Thanksgiving Dinner followed 
by a 7:00 pm Business Meeting.

COWLITZ COUNTY
Members are ask to bring toothpaste and 

deoderant to the Pomona meeting at Rose 
Valley on November 19, 2016. At the November 
meeting they will be having the pie, candy 
and cookie contest.

Gold Shelf/Silver Star will be held on 
November 6 at 2 pm at Catlin Grange Hall in 
Kelso, WA.

GRAYS HARBOR/
PACIFIC COUNTIES

Grays Harbor/Pacific Pomona will meet on 
November 12 at 10 a.m. at the Elma Grange 
Hall.  The meeting will include the election 
of officers.  The meeting will include plans 
for the 2017 calendar and setting of dates and 
locations for events

ISLAND COUNTY
Island County Pomona will be meeting on 

November 12 at Deer Lagoon Grange.
Our meetings are scheduled to have coffee 

and pastries at 10:00AM; Business Meeting 
at 11:00AM; and Lunch provided by the host 
Grange at NOON.

PIERCE COUNTY
Pierce County Pomona members collected 

food for the Feed the Hungry project. 
Donations were given to St. Vincent. The 
Grange Recognition Banquet was held on 
October 15 at Collins Grange.  The 4-H Leaders 
Dinner will be on November 6 at McMillin.  
An Officer Training Program has been 
scheduled for January 14. The next Pomona 
meeting will be on Saturday, November 5 at 
10 a.m. at Riverside Valley.

Fair season is finally over.  The Pierce 
County Fair in August had six Granges--
Collins, Riverside Valley, Elk Plain, Fruitland, 
Edgewood, and McMillin--enter displays and 
Pomona had an information booth.  Grangers 
also manned the Pomona Kitchen as our 
biggest annual fundraiser.  The Washington 
State Fair saw four Pierce County Granges--
Waller Road, Collins, Fruitland, and Ohop--
with agricultural displays and many Pierce 
County Grangers spending hours in the 
information booth.

Election of officers for the 2017 term 
resulted in most officers being reelected to 
their current positions.  New to their offices 

will be Gatekeeper Charlie Ashman of Ohop 
Grange, Ceres Jessie Ashman of Ohop Grange, 
and CFL Eileen Moebius of Fruitland Grange.

The sad and sudden passing of Susan Parr 
of Riverside Valley Grange left a vacancy 
at the Pomona chairmanship of the Youth 
Committee.  Nick Oliver of Collins Grange has 
been appointed to chair that committee for the 
remainder of the year.

The December Pomona meeting at Waller 
Road Grange on December 3 at 10:00am will 
include installation of officers. All subordinate 
officers are strongly encouraged to attend.  It 
will be a potluck.

SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit County Pomona met on October 5 at 

the Rexville Grange Hall.  The produce booth 
at the Washington State Fair garnered 9th in 
arrangement, 7th in exhibit, and two people’s 
choice awards.  Thanks to BJ Hoffman and 
her committee.  Members will be cutting 
plastic bags to be used in crochet mats for the 
homeless as a community service project.

SNAKE RIVER
Snake River Pomona Grange will hold 

our next meeting on November 19, 2016 at 
Columbia Valley Grange hall.

SPOKANE COUNTY
The Spokane County Pomona meeting has 

been changed to November 12, 2016 at the 
Green Bluff Grange Hall starting at 10:00 a.m. 
Please join us and bring members.

THURSTON COUNTY
Thurston County Pomona #8 is back 

to work after a very busy summer.  The 
annual picnic was held at the Nelson Ranch 
on July 17.  There was an excellent turnout 
and everyone had a great time.  The Nelson 
family delighted members with a surprise 
hayride in a horse-drawn wagon.  Pomona 
Lady Assistant Steward Darlene Anderson 
passed away in July.  Darlene was a long-time 
Granger and was dedicated to helping others 
in all areas of her life.  She is greatly missed 
by her fellow members and condolences 
were shared with her husband, Bob, and the 
rest of her family.  Several of our Granges 
took shifts in the Pomona food booth at the 
Thurston County Fair August 3 through 
7.  They received good feedback from the 
informational display as well.  Members sold 
pie and ice cream at the Antique Truck Show 
in Tumwater on August 13.  Many members 
worked on Pomona’s booth at the Washington 
State Fair in Puyallup.  Silver Star and Golden 
Sheaf members were honored at a gathering 
held at Prosperity Grange hall on September 
18.  South Union Grange member Sheila Ryan 
and State Membership Director Shavanna 
Burlingame provided music for the event.  
Several members also volunteered to serve in 
the State Grange booth at the fair.  Election of 
officers was held on October 6 at South Bay 
Grange.  The November 3 meeting will be held 
at 7 pm at Violet Prairie hall.  The December 1 
meeting and Christmas potluck will be held 
on December 1 at South Union Grange with 
dinner at 6 and the meeting at 7.

WHATCOM COUNTY
Whatcom County Pomona will meet on 

Tues. Nov. 15, guest speaker TBA, at Haynie 
Grange.  6pm Potluck, and 7:30 meeting.

Pomona Connection

CHELAN ................... November 19 at Chumstick, 10 a.m.

CLARK ...................... November 9 at Hazel Dell, Thanksgiving potluck at 6 p.m., 
                                          7 p.m. meeting

CLALLAM ................ November 1 at Dry Creek, 7 p.m. planning meeting

COWLITZ ................. November 19 at Rose Valley, 6:30 p.m. potluck,  
                                         7:30 p.m. business meeting

EXCELSIOR .............. November 19 at Camas Valley, ornament exchange

FERRY ....................... January 18 at Eagle Cliff, 6 p.m. potluck, 6:30 p.m. meeting,  
                                         installation of officers.

GRAYS HARBOR/ 
PACIFIC .................... November 12 at Elma, 10 a.m., election of officers

ISLAND .................... November 12 at Deer Lagoon, 11 a.m. meeting, 12 p.m. lunch.

KING ......................... November 12 at Steele Lake Highline, installation of officers.

LEWIS ....................... November 5 at Logan Hill, 6 p.m. potluck, 7 p.m. meeting.

PIERCE ...................... November 5 at Riverside Valley, 10 a.m.

RIVERSIDE .............. February 19, 2017 at Lower Naches, 1:30 p.m.

SNAKE RIVER ......... November 19 at Columbia Valley.

SUNNYSIDE ............ November 12 at Buena, 2 p.m., election of officers

THURSTON ............. November 3 at Violet Prairie, 7 p.m.

WHATCOM .............. November 15 at Haynie, 6 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m. meeting.

YAKIMA ................... November 18 at Broadway, 1 p.m.

Pomona Calendar
All Pomona Granges are requested to send their list of 2016 meeting dates, times, 

and locations to grange@wa-grange.org for inclusion into this calendar.

Clark County Pomona Well 
Represented At The Fair

Clark County Pomona Grange #1 had 
a great display at Clark County Fair this 
year. The Grange Fair Team this year 
was Rodger Lance, Dave Johnson, and 
Georgia Golf.

Clark County Pomona #1, Fargher 
Lake #853, Fargher Lake Junior Grange, 
Washington #82, Mt. Valley #79, Salmon 
Creek #849, Fishers #211, and Grange 
Camper Assoc. put in booths at the fair 
this year.  Fargher Lake #853 received 
the Sweepstakes ribbon, and Pomona 
was awarded the Agricultural Display 
of the Day Award on Aug 10, 2016.

The Pomona participated in the 
Passport to Fun, and had a Photo Op 
this year.  

Roger Lance and his son John built 
a barn, farmer and his wife, and three 
animals with cutouts on the farmer 
and his wife and the three animals for 
people to put there faces in and get 
their picture taken.  The structure was 
built for a school carnival and then was 
donated to Pomona for the fair.  It was 
a big hit!! 

The saying by the photo op said "Life 
on the Farm is picture perfect."

PHOTOS: (Top Left and Top Right) 
Subordinate Grange Booths; (Second 
Right) Pomona map display; (Third 
Right) Pomona Photo Op; (Bottom 
Right) Agricultral Display Award.

Let us help you buy or sell with a classified ad!
 Cost per word  one month  4 or more
  Regular   $ .30    $ .25
  Boxed       .60          .50
 Centered or reversed text  $1.50/line
 Minimum for one month  $3.75

Word count: A hyphen, space or / creates separate words, except for phone numbers which count as one word.
Deadline: First Monday in each month. Ads must be paid in advance. (Tear sheets not sent for classified.)

Ad copy (or attach copy) _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

No. words ________ @ rate $ ._______ x  # months ______ = $_____________ (enclosed)

Grange Exchange
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Cecelia Hamilton

By Cecelia Hamilton
Family Living Director

Pumpkin Pie, Apple Butter, the soothing 
smells of cinnamon and cloves; reminders 
that a wonderful season is upon us! Oh 
how we savor these reminders of memories 
and traditions! Grandmothers’ apple 
dumplings and moms turkey dressing! 
“Traditions”, what is a tradition?  The 
definition given to us from the Webster’s 
D i c t i o n a r y 
i n c l u d e s  t h i s 
p o i n t :   “ t h e 
handing down 
of information, 
b e l i e f s ,  a n d 
customs by word 
of mouth or by 
e x a m p l e  f r o m 
one generation 
t o  a n o t h e r 
without written 
i n s t r u c t i o n . ” 
We as Grangers 
w i t h i n  o u r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 
t h r o u g h  o u r 
work are constantly reaffirming this. 
Through our ritualistic procedures and 
our programs we carry on the traditions 
our forefathers set into place. Yes, we have 
manuals to learn from and yes we are open 
minded to adapt to the times, but as far as 
some traditions, they are non-negotiable. 
We are who we are and we cherish these 
traditions. 

Each year we find new ways to promote 
our programs as well as affirm the value 
in them by sharing them through our 
conferences and by YOUR Grange 
promoting them within your meetings 
and your Pomona. Last month the Family 
Living Team gathered in Olympia to 
review our program for the upcoming 
year. We invited the State Lecturer’s Team 
to join us to collaborate. It was wonderful 
sharing thoughts and ideas as well as 
concerns and needs.

We as a Family Living Team evaluated 
our program as to how it is serving the 

individual Granges and communities 
around our state. What works for one 
community may not work for another. 
Same goes for a Pomona. What works for 
one Grange may not work for another, we 
are unique, individual and strong within 
our memberships. A program to utilize 
one resource may not assist or affect 
another. But a brand new activity within 
our program, will assist all Granges and 
even better yet, all communities. “Home 
Economics & Life-Skills Practices” or 
made simpler, “HELP”. So, what is HELP? 
Simple, it encompasses taking care of our 
communities, homes and families in order 
to provide a safe, healthy and productive 
lifestyle. This includes food preparation 
& preservation with an emphasis on 
nutrition. Sewing & quilting for apparel 
and household use. Philanthropic & 
charitable practices and finances, home 
gardening and maintenance and more as 
time allows and needs arise. 

As you all know for the past few years 
a passion to educate and assist our youth, 
homemakers, new wives, single fathers 
and mothers, the disabled, and others in 
the daily practices of Homemaking has 
held high priority within my thoughts. 
It saddens me to learn that many school 
districts simply do not set aside funding 
for the teaching of vocations and or 
homemaking. Home Economics was one 
of my favorite classes in High School. I 
was known as “Rip it out” in my Sewing 
class, but I learned to put in a zipper and 
hem a skirt. As well as cook a healthy 
meal and bake and clean a kitchen, set 
a table and iron a blouse yes, I said iron, 
and so much more! I often think of my 
teacher Mrs. Strong when I am sewing 
with appreciation. These skills may seem 
trivial to some but if you someday need 
these skills, wouldn’t it be nice to know 
HOW to do them? A wonderful source to 
find information to share is the internet, 
simply type in Homemaking in the search 
bar and Walla! 

I find it suitable for us as a valuable 
resource within our communities to reach 
out and to provide an opportunity for 

Family Living: What Is A Tradition?

Holiday Crunch-Time: Recipe 
For An Old-Fashioned Classic
(Courtesy of Family Features) 

The holiday season is here, and with it 
comes the promise of family gatherings 
and delicious meals. To guarantee 
everyone walks away happy and full, 
it's important to make sure those meals 
have a little something for everyone, 
from the dedicated traditionalist to the 
flavor adventurer.

Whether you're hosting or just in 
charge of bringing a family favorite to 
the table, French's Crispy Fried Onions 
have been adding the perfect crunch to 
traditional holiday meals for decades, so 
they're a must-have on your shopping 
list. Plus, your purchase this holiday 
season will help provide 1 million 
family meals through Feeding America.

They're also an essential ingredient 
for Green Bean Casserole -- a tried-
and-true dish that's a mainstay of any 
holiday food spread. It's easy to see 
why: A creamy mushroom sauce meets 
tender green beans and an irresistibly 
crunchy top layer.

For more holiday recipe inspiration, 
visit Pinterest.com/frenchsfoods.

Washington Home

others to learn these skills and traditions 
of our ancestors which have somehow 
managed to be continued without 
question. Homemaking isn’t for everyone; 
many have others to do these daily tasks 
for them. But, everyone wants to learn 
something new right? So, why not have 
an open house resource meeting and 
invite your community to join you as well 
as your local or county wide resources. 
Ask them their opinion about what they 
would like to learn more about. There are 
a few Granges that hold various series in 
order to teach and share skills tailored to 
their needs such as gardening, canning, 
quilting and more. This is awesome! I ask 
you all to consider hosting a series this 
coming year. I invite you to implement 
the “HELP” program into your series. You 
will find links, handouts and resources 
available soon within your CFL packets 
and on our website. www.wa-grange.
org . I encourage you to invite your 
local resources to come into your halls 
and to present for your communities. 
Some possible ideas include; Health 
Department; for Immunizations and 
safety of food handling, Extension Office; 
for Food Preservation or weed control, 
Master Gardeners; Gardening. How about 
inviting your local Recycling Center to 
discuss the options of recycling for your 
area or, your Emergency Services or area 
Food Banks to promote their program? 
There are so many wonderful resources 

available if you just pick up the phone 
book and look. Turn to your county or city 
listings and go for it! For those that have 
access to internet you will find plenty of 
resources there. If your area doesn’t have 
a certain resource that it should, look tri-
county wide to seek assistance as to how 
you may recruit the source or meet with 
your county commissioners to inquire 
how you can achieve them. Sometimes 
funds are available, you just need to 
inquire about them.

“Homemaking Basics” are somehow 
being assumed for some generations, 
leaving them to learn by mistakes or 
simply not practicing them. Basics like; 
winterizing, spring cleaning, cleaning to 
prevent molds and infestation of unwanted 
predators. Putting your garden away for 
winter and waking it up in the spring. I 
was told once that I should place as much 
emphasis in my home as I do my outside 
of the home job or obligations. This is not 
easy to do when we are stretched thin. If 
we are not content in our surroundings we 
reflect it in our demeanor. 

In closing I wish you all a wonderful 
Thanksgiving Holiday! Let us all reach 
out to those who may be facing hardship 
or are alone at this time of year and strive 
to make a difference in the lives of others. 
CFL Conference schedules are being 
planned, feel free to contact me by email at: 
jcjbigpineranch@gmail.com  or by calling 
me at (509)-775-0191. 

Fargher Lake 
Grange Presents 
Member Awards

Fargher Lake Grange hosted a booster program on Sunday October 9th from 2 to 
4pm. Theme - “Chartering our Voyage through the Grange. Battle Ground High School 
ROTC presented the flag followed by the pledge to the flag. Rachal Doty sang “God 
Bless America.”

State Master Tom Gwin presented 70 year award seals and pins to Ruth Ham, Charlotte 
Cummings and Mary Ann Brown (not present).

Fargher Lake President Jim Lester presented outstanding Lecturer award to Ruth Ham 
for a job well done along with a bouquet of roses. Also, appreciation award for grant 
submission to Linda O’Leary. Hall improvement award placed 4th at State Convention 
was presented to Vicky Gilmour who submitted the report.

Ruth Ham Lecturer presented a bouquet of roses, and Fargher Lakehouse Restaurant 
gift certificate for 73 year Grange member Barbara Hagedorn as outstanding Grange 
member.

Green Bean Casserole
1 can (10 1/2 ounces) cream of 
 mushroom soup
3/4 cup milk
1/8 teaspoon black pepper
4 cups cooked cut green beans or 
 2 cans (14 1/2 ounces each) green 
 beans, drained
1 1/3 cups French's Crispy Fried 
 Onions, divided
   

Heat oven to 350 F. In 1 1/2-quart baking 
dish, mix soup, milk and pepper. Stir 
in beans and 2/3 cup onions. Bake 30 
minutes or until hot. Stir. Top with 
remaining onions. Bake 5 minutes until 
onions are golden.

Spokampers Update

The Spokampers October meeting hosted by Forest and Marlene Diehl  was held 
at Barlow’s in Liberty Lake, It was a breakfast Meeting. Our November/December no 
host  meeting will be held a Central Grange on December 3rd at 12:00 noon. We were 
entertained by our resident poet Forest Diehl with a poem about pickled cucumbers and  
Mike also had some funny stories. The 2017 camping dates were set and Elections were 
held. The following officer were elected Forest Diehl, Wagonmaster; Janice Radmer, 
Secretary; Mike Britton, Treasurer and Cheryl Britton is our sunshine Person.

Left to right: Cheryl Britton, Mike Britton Janice Radmer and Forest Diehl.
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The National Grange G.R.O.W. Club 
is awarding two scholarships, in the 
amount of $500 each, to two deserving 
Grange members.

The 2016 recipients are Leah Bardal 
and Kennedy Gwin, both members of 
the Washington State Grange.

Leah Bardal is a member of Pleasant 
Hill Grange in Cowlitz County. The 
daughter of Arnie and Denise Bardal, 
Leah is a 2014 graduate of Kelso 
High School who is now attending 
Lower Columbia College.  Leah will 
be transferring to Eastern Washington 
University to finish her degree in hopes 
of eventually becoming an elementary 
education teacher.  She served as 
the Washington State Grange Youth 
Ambassador in 2014 and was the first 
runner-up to the National Grange 
Youth Ambassador.  Leah was a teen 
counselor at Junior Grange Camp, 
and has since served as an adult staff 
member at both Camp Mayfield and 

Camp Morehead.  She is currently a 
member of the State Grange Youth 
Team.  Leah will be travelling to this 
year’s National Grange Convention in 
Washington, DC as a member of the 
National Grange Youth Officer Team.

Kennedy Gwin is  a  member of 
Humptulips Grange in Grays Harbor 
County.  The daughter of Jerry Gwin 

National Grange G.R.O.W. Club Awards Two Scholarships

2016 G.R.O.W. Club recipients Leah Bardal (left) and Kennedy Gwin (right).

and Tammy Cork, Kennedy is a 2016 
graduate of Hoquiam High School 
who is currently attending Pacific 
Lutheran University.  Kennedy is 
studying politics and government, 
with hopes of completing law school.  
She wants to be either a lobbyist or 
work in the legislative law arena.  
She is the current Washington State 

Grange Youth Ambassador and will 
represent our state at the 2016 National 
Grange Convention in Washington, DC.   
Kennedy was a counselor at Morehead 
Junior Grange Camp for four years and 
is an officer in both her subordinate 
and Pomona Granges.  At college, she 
is an ASPLU Student Senator.  Kennedy 
was the second-place winner if the 2016 
National Grange Grassroots Activism 
Program, and received a trip to the 
National Grange Legislative Fly-In in 
New Hampshire to participate in the 
Presidential Primary Election Process.

The G.R.O.W. Club is an elite club 
that is made up of Grange members 
who have participated in the National 
Grange Prince, Princess, Young Couple, 
Ambassador or Horizon Leadership 
Programs or have served as members 
of the National Grange Youth Team.  
The club raises funds annually to assist 
in the educational expenses of Grange 
members across the nation.

Fords Prairie Grange Holds Booster Night
Fords Prairie Grange #33 reorganized in December of 2015.  As part of our first year 

activities held a Booster Night, first one in many years.  We honored a local teacher and 
FFA leader (and a member of Fords Prairie Grange) Kendra Meek.  Tamara Hayes, the 
new Southwest Washington Fair Manager was our guest speaker and shared about 
some of her goals for keeping our fair with a country theme and her desire to bring back 
a parade as part of the opening ceremonies.  We were also honored with Miss Lewis 
County, Baily Peters who shared her vision of working with children to help them learn 
where their food comes from.  She has also written a children’s book about a little girl 
named Fancy who lives on a farm.  We were also pleased to honor our Riverside Fire 
District and Centralia Police Department with certificates of appreciation for all they do.  
It was a fun night with a great potluck and time of sharing.  Our State Lecturer, Terry 
Abbott presented Kay Odegard with her 50 year pin and we were pleased to have both 
her and husband Gene with us.  The Odegards have a long history in our community and 
the Master presented them with a framed copy of an article that appeared in the local 
newspaper of the building that was renamed the Odegard Center.


