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The middle of winter is upon us, but a little snow doesn’t keep Grangers from serving their communities. Across the state your brothers and sisters are making sure the holiday season is bright for those less fortunate. (Photo by Ron Nichols, NRCS)

Communications fellows tell Grange story from national convention
The 148th Annual Session of the National Grange featured many news-worthy
events. From setting the policy course for
the next year to celebrating the accomplishments of Granges and Grange members, a team of Grangers was hard at work
documenting this year’s activity.
This year’s communication fellows team
are Debbie Gegare of Wisconsin, Karie
Blasingame of Illinois, Christopher Szkutak of Massachusetts, Suzy Ramm of
Oregon and Lindsay Schroeder of Pennsylvania.
This year’s fellows team is sponsored by
DCI Group.
DCI is an independently-owned public
affairs organization. They work with a variety of organizations to tackle policy and
communication challenges. This organization has also had a long-standing relationship with the National Grange, supporting
many different Grange programs.
“There are so many different stories that
deserve to be covered this week. The communications fellows are essential in crafting the stories, taking photos and assisting
with the digital messaging of the National
Grange this week,” said Amanda Brozana,
this year’s communications fellows coordinator.
Additional information about each of the
fellows is as follows:
Debbie Gegare
Returning for her third year as a member
of the fellows program is Debbie Gegare.
She has a daughter Lexi and son Cody. She
is the Overseer of Milton Grange #670 and

the State Membership and Youth Director
for the Wisconsin State Grange. Her children are also members at Milton Grange.
She is employed by Catholic Charities in
its Community Connections program and
is the Lead Skills Trainer.
She is very active as an adult leader for
4-H, FFA and National Junior Horticultural
Association, or NJHA. In 4-H, she leads
the music and drama and food preservation project. She is the county camp director. She coaches the FFA floriculture team.
With a passion for horticulture, she has
continued her involvement with NJHA as
the National Co-Adviser and chairing a national NJHA contest.
“Grange has given me the opportunity to
make a difference not only in my community but also my world, Gegare said. “I’m
excited about the possibilities that Grange
offers and look forward to continuing to
share my enthusiasm about our great organization with others.”
Karie Blasingame
Karie Blasingame is an 18-year member
of Prairie Grange #1832 in Boone County
Ill. She is the secretary and the webmaster and publicity chair at Prairie Grange.
In Boone County Pomona Grange, Blasingame is the Lecturer. She also is the Illinois State Grange Lady Assistant as well
as Youth Director.
Blasingame is the deli department manager at the local Walmart where she also
serves on the donation committee. She is
a graduate of Northern Illinois University
with a bachelor’s degree in English sec-
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ondary education. She is the oldest of four
girls.
“I joined the Grange at the age of 18 and
since I have found it to be exactly what my
family was looking for,” Blasingame said
on why she joined. “We actually were never asked to be Grange members, we asked a
Grange member if we could attend a meeting and they said only if you join and the
rest is history.”
Christopher Szkutak
Christopher Szkutak, is a member of Uxbridge Grange, #200 in Massachusetts and
the Oliver Hudson Kelley Grange # 834
of Minnesota. From Northbridge, Mass.
he is a fourth generation Grange member.
He has a bachelor’s in political science
and mathematics from College of the Holy
Cross and master’s degree in American
politics and contemporary history from the
School of Advanced Study, University of
London. He is the Gatekeeper and Legislative Director of the Massachusetts State
Grange. He served as Massachusetts Youth
Ambassador from 2008-2009 and National
Grange Youth Mentor (Ambassador) from
2009-2010. Christopher received the Hero
of the Grange Award in 2011 for his work
with the National Grange Youth Department. During the summer of 2012 he was
appointed a National Grange Deputy and
sent to Arkansas where he helped to reorganize Zion Oak Grange, #826 in Springdale.
A committed “AGvocate” and certified
teacher he works as Technical Associate
and Assistant to the director of Massachusetts Agriculture in the Classroom, writing agriculturally accurate curriculum for
teachers to use in their classrooms while
also promoting the organization through
social media.
Suzy Ramm
Suzy Ramm is a member of Springwater Grange #263 and Clackamas County
Pomona Grange #1 in Oregon. She has
been a subordinate Grange member for almost 37 years. She was a charter member
of Parkdale Junior Grange and after five

years joined the subordinate Grange. She
is a past Steward, Lady Assistant Steward,
Lecturer and Master.
She is a past Oregon Outstanding Young
Granger, National Female Young Agriculturalist and was a member of the National
Youth Team. She has represented Oregon
at national public speaking and sign a song
contests.
Ramm has associate degrees in ornamental horticulture and landscape design and
construction. After more than twenty years
working in the nursery industry selling
plants both on the retail and wholesale levels, she returned to school, graduating from
Marylhurst University in June 2013 with a
bachelor’s degree in interdisciplinary studies with focuses in communications/public
relations, history and photography. She
is employed by the Oregon State Grange
and is the editor of the by-monthly Oregon
State Grange Bulletin. She also serves on
the state Grange communications team
and is a member of the state GROW Club
board.
“My Grange experience has been priceless in many respects, the friends I have
made, the opportunities for travel and most
recently the chance to put my education
to work for an organization I believe in,”
Ramm said. “But I am most appreciative
for the skills I have developed in communicating my thoughts and ideas through
Grange contests and activities.
Lindsay Schroeder
Lindsay Schroeder is the 2014-15 Pennsylvania State Grange Youth Ambassador
and a member of Virginville Grange #1832.
She is the daughter of Monte and Rebecca
Schroeder. Her other Grange activities include Youth Committee Chairman and Junior Leader for Virginville Grange. Schroeder is also the Berks County Pomona
Grange Flora.
Schroeder is an avid photographer and
has entered several winning entries at local fairs and state Grange contests. At her
church, she is a Sunday school teacher.
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News from National Grange:
‘Cromnibus’ clears Congress

The Senate late Saturday night approved
funding to keep most if the federal government running through the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2015. The vote was
56-40 with 32 Democrats teaming up with
24 Republicans to vote in favor of passage. The House approved the package last
Thursday by a slim bipartisan margin of
219-206 then went home.
Any major package of “must-pass” legislation moving on the fast track through
Congress traditionally becomes a “Christmas tree” of policy riders, restrictions and
instructions; this one is no different and it’s
stuffed full of goodies. These “ornaments”
are in effect for the duration of the legislation, i.e. until Sept. 30.
Here are the key provisions of “Cromnibus” relating to agriculture and rural
America:

• School Lunch: Requires the federal
government to allow more flexibility for
school districts to serve meals students actually eat and to help keep school districts
from losing money on their cafeteria operations. The School Nutrition Association
which represents cafeteria directors pushed
for this action because over 50 percent
of school districts project costs to exceed
revenue by the end of the 2014-15 school
year. Plus more students are dropping
school lunches than any time for the last 30
years. Maine’s Senator Susan Collins, who
picked up potatoes as a young girl, was
successful in instructing USDA to again
include white potatoes on school lunch
menus. Apparently “someone” in authority
had assumed that all white potatoes would
be served as greasy French fries. These actions do not change the goals of providing
healthy meals in schools.
• Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS): EPA is
restricted from expanding the Clean Water
Act to cover normal farming practices and
prevents EPA from narrowing current discharge exemptions for agriculture. However, the underlying proposed WOTUS rule
which expands the Clean Water Act jurisdiction is not restrained by the funding bill.
• Sage Grouse: Federal agencies are
barred from listing the greater sage grouse
and the Gunnison sage grouse as endangered species. Western lawmakers argued
that states have already adopted habitat
preservation safeguards with cooperation
from ranching, forestry, energy and recreation interests.
• Country of Origin Labeling (COOL):
The Secretary of Agriculture is instructed
to submit a report to Congress with his recommendations for any changes required
to bring the COOL program into compliance with our international trade obligations. This report is due within 15 days of
the appeal decision from the World Trade
Organization (WTO) or by May 15, 2015,
whichever comes first.
• Methane Gas Emissions: The bill prevents funding for the EPA to require man-

datory reporting of greenhouse gas emissions from manure management systems
and prevents EPA from requiring producers
to obtain greenhouse gas permits for livestock (normal belching and flatulence).
• National Beef Checkoff: Directs the
Secretary of Agriculture not to use funds
to implement a duplicative national beef
checkoff program. The current checkoff
was created by an Act of Congress in 1985;
beef producers ratified the Act by referendum to collect one dollar per head at the
time of sale for the collective good of beef
products. That dollar doesn’t buy much
advertising, market promotion or research
today. Beef interests appear unified in support of an increase in the amount checked
off. However, some agriculture and other
groups are advocating major changes in the
beef checkoff structure and governance.
Since all interested organizations and parties have not been able to agree on a path
forward, Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack
has advocated establishing a parallel beef
checkoff under the 1996 Generic Commodity Promotion, Research and Information Act as a means to increase beef’s
funding. His proposal would create two
beef checkoff programs operating simultaneously which has drawn fierce opposition
from cattlemen. The 1996 Act also gives
the government much more involvement
and control over beef producers’ money
and programs, hence a cool reception in the
country to Vilsack’s proposal.
• Pig Virus: Porcine Epidemic Diarrhea
(PED) outbreaks have killed millions of
baby pigs in the last 18 months. An additional $2 million was added to USDA’s
budget for research and surveillance of
PED.
• Farm Service Agency (FSA): The bill
blocks the FSA from closing 250 county
offices or eliminating 815 staff until a comprehensive assessment of FSA workload is
completed.
More Ornaments
Included in “Cromnibus” are provisions
that roll back part of the Dodd-Frank Act
that limits the ability of banks to hedge
or speculate their risks, allow donors to
contribute significantly more money to
national political parties, adds $5.4 billion
to fight Ebola, gives the Pentagon $64 billion to fight ISIS, and prevents the District
of Columbia from implementing their new
referendum that legalizes marijuana use,
and many more.
What’s next?
The Senate is currently working through
votes to set up confirmation of 23 nominees from President Obama that Republicans have objected to. Some are more controversial than others and a few are flash
points that could make for a long Monday
night session. Final action for the Senate
is expected to be approval of more than 50
expired tax measures passed by the House
late last week.

Pomona Calendar
CHELAN	������������������� Jan. 17 at Beacon Hill; 10 a.m. meeting, noon potluck. Installation of
officers.
CLALLAM	���������������� Jan. 21 at Crescent; 6:30 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m. meeting. Installation
of officers.
COWLITZ	����������������� Jan. 15 at Sunnyside; 6:30 p.m. meeting, 7:30 p.m. meeting.
GRAYS HARBOR	���� Jan. 10 at Sharon; 10 a.m. meeting, noon potluck. Lecturer’s
conference at 1 p.m.
KING	�������������������������� Jan. 10 at Sallal; 10 a.m. meeting, potluck follows.
LEWIS	����������������������� Jan. 17 at Newaukum; 6 p.m. potluck, 7 p.m. meeting.
MASON	���������������������� Jan. 17 at Harstine; 11 a.m. meeting, noon potluck.
OKANOGAN	������������ Jan. 10 at Mt. Olive; 10 a.m. meeting, noon potluck. Installation of
officers.
PIERCE	��������������������� Jan. 3 at Ohop; 10 a.m. meeting.
SKAGIT	��������������������� Jan. 4 at Fredonia; 2 p.m. meeting. Installation of officers.
SPOKANE	����������������� Jan. 17 at Green Bluff; 9:30 a.m. meeting. Installation of officers.
STEVENS	������������������ Jan. 24 at Kettle River; 11 a.m. meeting, noon potluck.
THURSTON	�������������� Jan. 11 at McLane; 2 p.m. meeting. Installation of officers.
WHITMAN	���������������� Jan. 24 at Eddy’s Restaurant in Colfax; 11 a.m. meeting, no-host lunch.
YAKIMA	�������������������� Jan. 16 at Fruitvale; noon potluck, 1 p.m. meeting. Candle lighting
ceremony.

A look back

This photo was taken in April of 1980. The caption
reads, “A 75th anniversary celebration requires
the efforts of many people such as these who
prepared and served the refreshments in recognition of the achievement of the Spokane County
Pomona.”
Recognize anyone? Let us know at dhammock@
wa-grange.org.

December’s picture

Still haven’t heard anything about last month’s
photo. If you recognize anyone in the above photo please let us know!

Moving? Let us know!
Old Address (label should be on reverse of this form)
New Address
Your Name
Grange Name & Number

Please mail to:
Grange News
PO Box 1186
Olympia, WA
98507-1186
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Viewpoint
W here there’s a Liaison looks ahead to
2015
legislative
session
will, there’s a way
As each of our Granges prepare for another year of providing service and action to their communities, and fellowship and opportunity for their members,
I challenge one and all to be positive, to look forward and to keep your eye
on the prize. I would like to tell you about one local, community Grange who
epitomizes this positive attitude and action.
This local, community Grange of which I am immensely proud has been
dealt an extremely tough hand over the last several years; a stripped out, down
to the studs, interior (the result of former
member’s grandiose, but ill-conceived
plans), thousands of dollars of debt incurred at several local businesses (the result of former member’s grandiose, but
ill-conceived plans), many quarters behind
in dues to the State Grange as a result of
making it a priority to pay the local businesses first, thousands of dollars behind in
property taxes and a huge monthly power
bill as a result of the stripped out interior.
Instead of complaining and feeling sorry for themselves (at least publicly), the
members of this Grange have continued to
make progress on paying off their debts,
continue to plan for and hold events which
are relevant to their community and continue to recruit new members. Thank you!
Duane Hamp
When it would have been easy for this
small group to throw in the towel and give
up their hall they have not. Thank you!
Unbeknownst to this group I am sure, they have become a source of inspiration and a symbol of hope and of resilience. If this small group can overcome
the challenges presented to them, then no Grange shall ever have reason to
throw in the towel and give up their charter. If there is a will, there is a way! If
you pledge to provide the “will,” I pledge to assist you with the “way.”
Together, we can and will make a difference!

Statement from Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
on historic new course for U.S.-Cuba relations
“Throughout history, agriculture has
served as a bridge to foster cooperation, understanding and the exchange
of ideas among people. I have no doubt
that agriculture will continue to play
that powerful role as we expand our relationship with the Cuban people in the
coming years.
“(The Dec. 17) announcement expands opportunity for U.S. farmers and
ranchers to do business in Cuba. It re-

moves technical barriers between U.S.
and Cuban companies and creates a
more efficient, less burdensome opportunity for Cuba to buy U.S. agricultural
products. It also makes those products
far more price competitive, which will
expand choices for Cuban shoppers at
the grocery store and create a new customer base for America’s farmers and
ranchers.”

Pomona members encouraged
to attend one of four workshops
By Rusty Hunt
Membership Director
We want to hear from you about your
Pomona Grange. What does your Pomona Grange do? Why does your Pomona
Grange do what it does? How can we make
our Pomona Grange better?
The Washington State Grange will be
hosting four Pomona workshops around
the state. Everyone that has an interest in
the Pomona level of the Grange is welcome
to attend but we especially are hoping all
Pomona officers will attend. There will be
a time for everyone to read and study what
the National Grange Digest and the Washington State Grange Constitution & ByLaws say about Pomonas. We will also be
taking some time to discuss what changes
may need to be considered for the future of
the Pomona level of the Grange.
Our goal with these workshops is to educate everyone what our governing documents tell us about the Pomona and its pur-

pose and to hear from all of you on what
the future holds for Pomonas and its place
in our order.
The more Pomonas that attend and participate in these four workshops the more
we can effect change in all our Pomonas
across the state. Strong or weak your Pomona can have a voice and will effectively
get a new perspective of how other Pomonas are working or not.

2015 Pomona workshops:
Jan. 4 (Sunday) at Newaukum
Grange #198, Lewis Co., 3-7 p.m.
Jan. 11 (Sunday) at Garden City
Grange #280, Snohomish Co., 3-7
p.m.
Jan. 19 (Monday, Martin Luther
King day) at Williams Valley Grange
#452, Stevens Co., 3-7 p.m.
Jan. 25 (Sunday) at Outlook
Grange #256, Yakima Co., 3-7 p.m.

By Laura Tracy
Legislative Liaison
On Jan. 12, the 2015 legislative session
will convene for which many are predicting to be a “grueling” and “contentious”
session. Washington State lawmakers will
return to Olympia with many key issues
before them.
In the Nov. 4 elections, Washington voters elected four new members of the Senate, two Republicans and two Democrats,
and re-elected three key members of the
Senate Majority Coalition Caucus, Senators Andy Hill, Tim Sheldon and Doug
Ericksen. The two additional Republican
victories, Senator Steve O’Ban of the 28th
District and Senator Mark Miloscia of the
30th District, gives Republicans a 25-24
majority, or 26-23 when counting Senator
Sheldon.
The House will welcome 14 new members in 2015, 10 Republicans and four
Democrats. The four seats that Republicans picked up gives the Democrats a slim
majority of 51-47, increasing the voting
power of moderate Democrats in the House
with swing votes on important issues.
2015 is an odd year, meaning session is
scheduled for 105 days, compared to 60
days in even years. The Legislature must
approve a 2015-2017 biennial operating
budget. The extended session is intended
to provide Legislators with enough time to
draft a budget however; the current budget
situation is so challenging that it is unlikely
105 days will be sufficient time. Many believe the Governor will need to call at least
one 30-day special session.
A budget year is an opportunity to seek
maintenance or enhancements of certain
investments as well as funding for new
items. There will be a lot of competition for
both policy and budget priorities. Washington State has an annual operating budget of
approximately $36 billion. In addition to
the operating budget, the Legislature typically passes capital and transportation budgets as well.
After failing to pass a transportation
package in 2014, lawmakers on both sides
of the isle seem to agree that a transportation package is desperately needed to fund
projects throughout the state. How they
go about funding those projects is up for
debate. Many Democrats believe transportation projects should be funded by

Grange E-mail Addresses
• State Master Duane Hamp:
dhamp@wa-grange.org
• Holli Johnson, Legislative
Director:
hjohnson@wa-grange.org
• Sophia Keller, Executive Assistant: skeller@wa-grange.org
• Rebecca Scott, Receptionist:
rscott@wa-grange.org
• Cherri Crain, supplies:
ccrain@wa-grange.org
• Patti Cochran, Accountant:
pcochran@wa-grange.org
• Dan Hammock, Grange News:
grangenews@wa-grange.org
• Nancy Drake, Membership Records: ndrake@wa-grange.org

a gas tax along with other tax increases.
While Republicans are looking for reforms
and changes to the way the Department
of Transportation manages projects and
funds. If and how a transportation package moves forward this session may be
intrinsically tied
to what emerges
from funding basic education and
the
Governor’s
proposal on carbon emissions reduction.
Budget leaders
face
significant
challenges as they
look to meet the
requirement set
Laura Tracy
forth in the 2012
McCleary decision before the 2015 session comes to a
close. According to the state’s Office of
Financial Management, this requires increasing K-12 basic education funding by
as much as $2 billion in 2015-2017 in order
to meet the state’s constitutional mandate
to provide basic education as defined by
the state Supreme Court. To further compound the issue of funding basic education, voter’s approval of Initiative 1351, a
measure that reduces class size in grades
K-12, is estimated to cost an additional
$4.7 billion through 2019. The legislature
will need to find billions of new dollars
to meet budget needs. If state lawmakers
choose, they can amend or suspend Initiative 1351, which was passed by only a 50.7
percent approval, with a two-thirds vote of
the Legislature.
With great speculation, one of the more
debatable issues rumbling through the marble halls is Governor Jay Inslee’s climate
agenda to help combat climate change in
order to meet certain emission reduction
targets in Washington State. No one is sure
what his proposal will look like but he will
likely need approval or appropriation from
the Legislature before implementing such
measures which could include a carbon
cap-and-trade or a carbon tax program. Inslee is expected to release his proposal on
December 17th.
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In Memoriam
Helen Laws
Helen Louise Laws passed into the loving arms of Jesus on Dec. 13, 2014. She
was born July 3, 1930 in Tarkio, Mo., the
first of 12 children born to Harry and Lucille Templeton. She is the mother of six
children, grandmother of 21, great-grandmother of 34, and has two step-children.
Helen was a 54 year member of Green
Bluff Grange during which time she held
many offices: Master of Green Bluff, State
Grange Chaplain for four years, State Junior Director for four years, leader at two
Junior Granges for a total of 18 years, and
Pomona Master.
She was a
member of Green
Bluff
Methodist Church for 30
years, served as a
Lay Leader, and
served a mission
to the church’s
sister city in Russia, Sinda.
She spent 35plus years of fruit
farming with her late husband Richard G.
(Dick) Laws, was the owner and operator
of Country Girl Pies and Canned Goods,
and author of the cookbook “Green Bluff
Country.”
Helen was a member and past president
of Washington Women for the Survival of
Agriculture, during which time she lobbied for farmers’ rights in Washington
D.C. She also served as president of the
Farm and Roadside Marketing Association and worked to change the state signing laws for Green Bluff Growers, and
with the State Department of Agriculture
to develop the farm education program Ag
in the Classroom for elementary students.
She started the Old Orchard Theatre,
which earned nearly $70,000 for scholarships in 17 years, and wrote, co-produced
and starred in the play “Hog Heaven,” as
well as acted in most of the Old Orchard
Theatre plays.
Helen wrote articles for the Tri-County
Tribune, and was directly involved in the
formation of Green Bluff Oktoberfest. She
served as the Green Bluff Home Ec Club
President in the 1980s, and was Head
Cook and Kitchen Manager at Mater Cleri
Seminary, Booth Memorial Hospital, and
Delaney House, as well as a wedding caterer. She lived in Germany and traveled
in Europe for 2½ years. She loved sewing
and quilting (Including making quilts for
her children and grandchildren, Quilts of
Valor, as well as Raffle Quilts for Green
Bluff Methodist Church).
Helen loved her family! She demonstrated that in everything she did. She took
great joy in her children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, to whom she was
affectionately known as Apple Grandma.
Many thanks to the Staff at Fairwinds
Retirement Community, and Hospice
House North for the excellent care given
to our mother during the last months of
her life; and to longtime friends Pastor
Helen Dunlap and Wilma Baker for their
always present love and support.
Helen is survived by her children Christine Eslick (Bob), Ellen “Nelle” Frostad
(Rick), John Kennedy (Paula), Mary Conley (Rich), Kathleen Johnson (Jeff); her
step-children Mary Reno-Montero (Kirk),
Russ Laws; siblings Clara Eaves (Dick),
Stephen Templeton (Karen), Carole Frybarger (Ken) and Donny Templeton (Nancy); numerous nieces and nephews; and
many close friends. She was preceded in
death by her husband, Richard G. (Dick)
Laws; her oldest son, Harry Kennedy;
sisters Harriet McCormick, Mary Koth,
Margaret Kelly, Kay Lessig; and brothers

Bobby Templeton, Wilbur Templeton, Jim
Templeton.
A viewing was held Dec. 18, 2014 from
3-6 p.m. at Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Home
in Spokane. Funeral services were held
Dec. 19th at Crossover Church.
Anyone who would like to make a donation in Helen’s honor, please send to
Green Bluff Grange #300 Scholarship
Fund, 18825 N Dunn Rd, Colbert, WA
99005.

Thomas C. Santos
Tom Santos was the first generation of his
family born in the United States in Irvington,
Cal., in 1922.
His parents, Manuel and Amelia Bettencourt
Santos, both came from the same Azores Island
but didn’t meet until they arrived here.
Tom had two children, Diane and Michael, by
his first wife, Ruth (deceased), whom he married in 1943; four grandchildren, Sheri, Joaquin,
Shane and Karessa; and three great-grandchildren, Tiffany, Clementine and Zebulon.
He married his second wife, Zita (deceased),
in 1952, and they split their time between Scottsdale, Arizona, and North Lake Tahoe, where
he worked as a bartender at the Cal-Neva resort
during the Frank Sinatra era.
In 1974, Tom and Zita moved to Sequim.
A man of many talents, Tom was an avid
hunter and member of Ducks Unlimited, an accomplished gardener and an enthusiastic rock
hound who taught himself gem cutting and, as
a member of Northwest Federation of Mineralogical Societies, won many awards.
When Tom was growing up his father always told him to “give back.” When he and Zita
moved to Sequim,
he started doing just
that.
Being an outdoor enthusiast, he
became active in
the
conservation
districts,
Dungeness Bay Watershed
Committee and is a
charter member of
six different related
committees.

When
the
Dungeness River flooded in 1979, he
worked with the Army Corps of Engineers
to help rebuild the dikes and restore the
river.
He was nominated four times for Clallam County Citizen of the Year in the early
1990s and was named Grand Marshal of
the Sequim Irrigation Festival Parade in
2008.
He is a life member of the Sequim Prairie Grange, participating at both county
and state levels, including State Deputy in
Clallam County.
He was instrumental in getting the Dryke
Memorial at Carrie Blake Park, in raising
money for the fairgrounds’ grandstand in
Port Angeles, in working with Neighborhood Watch on crime prevention, planted
cherry trees outside the Chamber of Commerce, formed the North Olympic Fruit
Club, campaigned for the launch ramp at
John Wayne Marina, participated in Audubon bird counts, worked at the Clallam
County Elections office, spent many volunteer hours for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
and much, much more.

He is pre-deceased by his older brother,
Anthony, and sister, Marie (Perry).
His sister-in-law Katy, nephew Anthony
and niece Mary Louise reside in Livermore, California.
Tom said, “I no longer have time to look
for problems, only solutions.”
He will be truly missed by his many
friends and loving family.
Memorials can be sent to St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church, P.O. Box 896, Sequim,
WA 98382.

AN EYE ON MEMBERSHIP

Tip: ‘Proper Prior Planning
Prevents Poor Performance’
By Rusty Hunt
Membership Director
Can you say that three times fast? The 6 Ps are a good way for all of us to remember that planning ahead is always a good thing, helps to prevent problems that may
occur, and always makes the final product better.
With elections behind us and 2015
starting soon there is no better time for
all of us to have a “Proper Prior Planning
Prevents Poor Performance” meeting.
Now I know that my Grange has fallen
into a rut in the last few years of coasting
into all of our usual programs and activities by doing them the same way we did
last year and with mostly the same people
doing the same things. That is not “Proper
Prior Planning.” We are not allowing for
there to be constructive discussions about
last year’s activity, discussion on how to
make it better for this year or inclusion of
some of the new members we have taken
in since last year. Our activity is getting
stale. Do you have any activities like this? At this point many of us just drop the
program or activity thinking it just doesn’t work anymore. Maybe if we just had a
constructive discussion about it, allowed for new ideas and let some new people be
in charge it would take off and be a success again? Kind of like throwing some new
wood on smoldering coals, it soon is burning bright again.
Now many of you have had your planning meetings and posted your calendars of
events for the year 2015. For those of you in this category I encourage you to make
sure that the team in charge of each of these activities/programs have a Proper Prior
Planning meeting to Prevent Poor Performance. For those of you that are more like
my Grange and have not posted anything for 2015, now is a good time to start. This
would be a good tradition to get started. It is never too late to start planning, but
the earlier the better! Even just sitting down and listing your Grange’s annual programs/activities into a calendar for your members is a good start, because it serves
as a good reminder to all your members of the things the Grange is doing and hopefully gets them more active in them..
So, can you remember the 6 Ps? To help you remember, stop right here and say
them again (three times fast): “Proper Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance.
Proper Prior Planning Prevents Poor Performance. Proper Prior Planning Prevents
Poor Performance.” GOOD!!!! We all have things in our Granges that we wish we
would have spent more time on and planned better. So let’s get out there and do
it! This also works well in our work and everyday life. So take the 6 Ps and start
working towards better things for your Grange, your work and most of all your life.

Grange Exchange
PROPERTY

WANTED

Sunny Columbia Basin 120 vacant
lots, 160,000 grain elevator, 2,640
feet highway, close canal. Sacrifice
$99,500. Warden. (509) 467-4381.

www.IBuyGasPumps.com

HAVE AN OLD BARN that’s falling
apart? We’ll remove it for FREE
and pay YOU! (253) 973-1892.

MINIATURE DONKEY
Miniature Donkey Registered $800,
4 months old. Parents are on site.
www.baxterbarn.org, (425) 765-7883.

www.IBuyOldSigns.com
ANY SIZE! ANY CONDITION! ANYWHERE!
#610 Tyler Granger ‘Dave’ comes to
you and will pay fair cash prices for
Antique signs and service station/
gas/oil items from OLD Auto, Marine,
Aero, Farm, RR and Racing. 1900-1970
gas pumps & related. (509) 847-5893

WANTED

WANTED: Antque flywheel gasoline
hit and miss engines (Economy,
Fairbanks,
Morse,
etc.)
(360)
748-7643,
cell
(360)
520-6324.

WANTED:
Antique
American
motorcycle parts; antique mechanical
slot machine parts; Model A complete
or parts. Will pay reasonable prices.
antiqlovar@aol.com, (360) 896-5227.

WANTED:
YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
IN THE GRANGE EXCHANGE! FILL
OUT THE FORM BELOW AND SELL
OR FIND ITEMS AT A FRACTION OF
THE COST OF MOST NEWSPAPERS.

Let us help you buy or sell with a classified ad!
Cost per word		
one month		
4 or more
	  Regular		  $ .30			  $ .25
	  Boxed			 
.60			
.50
Centered or reversed text		
$1.50/line
Minimum for one month		
$3.75
Word count: A hyphen, space or / creates separate words, except for phone numbers which
count as one word.
Deadline: First Monday in each month. Ads must be paid in advance. (Tear sheets not sent for
classified.)
Ad copy (or attach copy) _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
No. words ________ @ rate $ ._______ x # months ______ = $_____________ (enclosed)
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Tw o e l e c t e d t o N a t i o n a l
Grange Executive Committee
Two Wisconsin Grangers will hold seats
on the National Grange Executive Committee simultaneously after several rounds
of balloting by delegates to the 148th session for the two open positions.
Leroy Watson, a 42year Grange member, who serves as Treasurer of Fox Valley
Good Earth Grange #776 in Neenah, Wisc.,
and Overseer of Potomac Grange #1, D.C.,
picked up his first seat as an officer of the
National Grange with the vote.
“I’m deeply honored to receive the confidence of a majority of the delegates of the
National Grange to serve them on their Executive Committee. I am looking forward
to working with the fellow members of the
executive committee, our state masters and
Grange members across the nation to advance the interests, elevate the character
and increase the influence of all Patrons of
Husbandry.”
Watson replaces Betsy E. Huber, of
Pennsylvania, who served on the board
since 2006 and has been board chair since
2007.
Watson, a native of Vermont where he
still owns and operates his family farm, has
served as the Special Director for Trademark Protection and Brand Management
since August 2007. He was also the Legislative Director from 1999 until 2010 and
Legislative Assistant from 198595.
He also served as Legislative Director of
the Vermont State Grange, and as legislative assistant for both the Vermont Farm
Bureau and Vermont State Employees Association.
He has a degree in political science from

the University of Vermont, and a law degree from George Mason University in Arlington, VA. He also studied administrative
law at the University of Exeter in Exeter,
England, and is admitted to the Bar of the
Supreme Court of Pennsylvania.
Watson and his wife, Cheri, and daughter, Rachel, 12, reside in Appleton, Wisc.,
but will soon relocate to Walpool, N.H.
He is Overseer for Potomac Grange #1
and serves on the National Grange Historical Committee.
Duane Scott, Master of the Wisconsin
State Grange, returns to the Executive
Committee for his third term.
Scott was National Grange Steward from
200107. He has served twice as Wisconsin
State Master from 19972003 and reelected
in 2009, serving through today.
Since he was five, Scott has been affiliated with the same Grange, first as a Junior Granger with La Prairie Junior Grange
#19, then as a subordinate member of La
Prairie Grange #79. He has held nearly every office open to a man in the Grange.
Scott, of Fort Atkinson, Wisc., said upon
reelection he plans to “continue working
to build membership and encourage our
members to gear up for the 150th Anniversary” as well as “reforge our fraternal
bonds and grow our family organization.”
He has been employed at the Jefferson
County Sheriff’s Office since 1986 and
currently holds the rank of Captain. He and
his wife, Kymm, have been married for 29
years and were members of the 1996 National Grange Youth Team. They have a
daughter, Amber, 23.

Fairview Grange held their annual holiday party for foster families on
Dec. 13. Each family received gifts, a $50 gift certificate for a turkey
dinner, and a visit with Santa. Many Grange members volunteered and
longtime Grange members/brothers John Forsell and Stan Forsell
took time to tell Santa what they want for Christmas. Santa is Grange
member Larry Morris.

W

GranGe
ord Search

CasCade Mountain Peaks

CHS: driving momentum to
help farmer-owners grow
CHS Inc., the nation’s leading farmerowned cooperative and a global energy,
grains and foods company, must capture
new opportunities to build on the momentum that has driven its robust growth and
strong financial performance, company
leaders reported Dec. 5 at its 2014 annual
meeting.
“The unprecedented success this company has achieved in recent years has
delivered tremendous value for you-in
dependable input supplies, market opportunity, economic returns and investments in your future,” Carl Casale, CHS
president and chief executive officer, told
farmer-owners, cooperative leaders and
others attending its 2014 Annual Meeting.
“CHS remains in motion, on a trajectory
for exciting new destinations. But we can
never put our future on autopilot. We must
constantly recharge our momentum, finding new ways to increase our speed and
adjusting our trajectory to stay ahead of
competitive forces.”
Casale addressed nearly 2,500 memberowners and others attending the CHS Annual Meeting at the Minneapolis Convention Center. The meeting-which carried
the theme Momentum-outlined how CHS
will achieve its three objectives: investing

We
Proudly Endorse
Grange Insurance
Association

in future, delivering direct economic value
to owners and remaining financially strong
for its owners.
CHS Board Chairman David Bielenberg,
an Oregon farmer, told the audience “momentum is all about staying power. That’s
why, as a board, we are 100 percent owner-focused and committed to maintaining
a strong, successful company that is your
first choice for products, services and marketing, and one that delivers a direct economic return. Not only today, but for many
tomorrows.”
In recapping company performance, Executive Vice President and Chief Financial
Officer Tim Skidmore said CHS delivered
outstanding results in fiscal 2014 that included strong earnings and revenues, significant economic returns to its owners and
major investments, all supported by the
strongest balance sheet in company history.
For fiscal 2014 (Sept. 1, 2013-Aug. 31,
2014), CHS reported net income of $1.1
billion on revenues of $42.7 billion, each
the second best in company history. The
company also returned an unprecedented
$637.2 million to its owners in cash and
preferred stock. Based on fiscal 2014 re-

See CHS, Inc. – page 9
From the beginning,
the Grange was an
organization developed
to protect farmer’s
interests and to
encourage working
with others while

supporting the private
enterprise system. The
success of these
cooperative efforts led
to many ventures, one
cooperative venture
that still exists today -

Grange Insurance Association
Your State Grange Proudly Endorses GIA
Quality Insurance Products
Competitive Pricing
Professional Prompt Claims Service
For Preferred Risks
To locate an agent near you call
800-247.2643 or log on to
www.grange.com and use the agent
locator.

NORTH GARDNER MOUNTAIN
MOUNT FERNOW
SILVER STAR MOUNTAIN
BLACK PEAK
MOUNT STUART

MOUNT SPICKARD
MOUNT REDOUBT
JACK MOUNTAIN
EL DORADO PEAK
MOUNT RAINIER

GOODE MOUNTAIN
BONANZA PEAK
BUCKNER MOUNTAIN
GLACIER PEAK

MOUNT BAKER
MOUNT ADAMS
MOUNT SHUKSAN
DOME PEAK

Check with the Grange’s Agent of
Record for the best deals in Grange
Endorsed health insurance programs

The Washington State Grange is proud to announce Michael
Tobeck of Michael Tobeck and Associates as the new Agent of
Record for past, present, and future members of the Washington
State Grange Endorsed Health Insurance Programs.
The products that will be offered our members include Long
Term Care, Home Health Care plans, Medicare Supplement
plans, Annuities and Major Medical plans and most will offer an
Association discount to our members and their families.
Michael Tobeck is not new to our Washington State Grange
members; he has been involved with the Grange for the past
several years offering these plans. Michael lives in Spokane and
travels the entire state servicing our members.
Michael’s local phone number is (509) 242-3505 and for all other
members there is a toll free number, 1-888-981-7174. His office
address is 624 West Hastings Road, Suite 3, Spokane, Wash.
99218 and his mailing address is P.O. Box 18404, Spokane,
Washington 99228.
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Family Living Department introduces
Heritage Trail of Grange Hall Quilts program
The Washington State Grange Family Living Department introduces “The Heritage Trail
of Grange Hall Quilts.” Beginning Jan. 1, 2015 your Grange is invited to participate in
this adventure. So you ask; “How does our Grange get involved?” Well, it is actually very
simple, gather together with the Grangers and community members near you to start the
planning and before you know it you will be well on your way toward the completion of
your Grange Hall Quilt Square! Quilting has been and forever will be a vital part of our
American Heritage. It is evident by the traditional patterns which have been shared for
decades that it will continue to be a source of inspiration for generations to come. An
opportunity to share our rich heritage is before us all in the form of folk art. Quilting is
evidently a form of art which lets those who feel the desire to create a unique and beautiful
keepsake do just that. There is no doubt that quilting will continue to flourish as an art and
an ever present part of our heritage in Washington State for years to come. The Family Living Department and the Washington State Grange realize this and would like to encourage
each Grange to participate by showcasing a piece of our heritage in the form of a Grange
Hall Quilt Square. In doing so it allows Granges an opportunity to become present in their
communities.
“The Washington State Grange Heritage Quilt Trail” of Grange Hall Quilts begins in
2015 with the hopes and anticipation of a trail tour for all to enjoy in the near future. As
we travel across our great nation we see the welcome sight of many beautiful Barn Quilts
adorning the walls of working and historic barns in almost every state. These display a
message of hard work along with the promotion of agriculture taking place within those
farms and ranches. A message we as Grangers strongly encourage. In our state we currently have a small number of Grange Halls that already display beautiful quilt squares on
their halls. These have persuaded many to enter within their walls and explore the possibilities. So, without further ado I invite you to participate and join us on the trail!
Here are the rules and some tips to help answer your questions.
RULES:
• The Quilt Square must be made out of wood or metal and be no smaller than 4 feet. X
4 feet.
• The Quilt Square must be able to be seen well from the public roadway.
• The Quilt Square entry must include explanation of steps taken to plan, construct and
final completion.
• A description of the Quilt Square and its origin or history is needed to share its heritage
in our quilt trail.
• Photographs are encouraged and necessary in order to enter it into the judging.
• A miniature replica is welcome and encouraged for display at convention; size is limited to 24 inches X 24 inches.
• Judging will be based on participation, planning, design, explanation and presentation.
• The winning Quilt Square will be chosen at our state convention in June of 2015 in
Ellensburg.
• The Quilt Square chosen by delegates as their favorite receives a cash prize of $250
for its Grange.
• Contest is limited to one entry each per Subordinate or Community Grange within
Washington State.
• Entries must be completed by convention time in June.
• All entries must be accompanied with a completed entry form.
TIPS:
• Bright colors and bold patterns make a statement and can be seen clearly from the
roadway.
• Color photos are encouraged for judging and displays. A folder with all information
inclusive is suggested.
• Names, places and statistics are encouraged in the description and historical explanation for education.
• Miniatures are a wonderful fundraising opportunity and also a great promotional tool.
• A square designed specifically for your hall is a wonderful way to personalize your
square. The design may be utilized in publications, trinkets, t-shirts, etc.

For department use only. #_____________
Received By: ______________________
Washington State Grange
Heritage Quilt Trail Registration
Grange Name: ____________________________________ Number________
(Give physical address of Grange, not Master or Secretary’s address.)
County of location:___________________________________________________
Address: (street)________________________________________
(city) ____________________________________________
____WA_____		

(zip)_____________________

Quilt Block Design: ___________________________________________
Reason Chosen: ________________________________________________________

Your new legislative handbook is in this issue!

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
E-mail to Washington State Grange www.wa-grange.org (or attach to this form)
a color photo of quilt block after mounted for promotional purposes.
Mail registration form to: Cecelia Hamilton, Director of Family Living,
20 Old W. Curlew Lk. Rd., Republic,WA 99166
Date mounted:___________________________________________________________
Contact person:__________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________________________________

http://www.nationalgrangeyouth.org/
Programs/2015YouthHandbookFINAL.pdf
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The 16th Annual Community Thanksgiving dinner organized by members
of Friday Harbor Grange was the
most successful Community to date.
During the serving time of noon to 5
p.m., almost 500 diners enjoyed a full
Thanksgiving menu of roast turkey,
mashed potatoes, dressing, maplepecan sweet potatoes, green beans
almandine and Waldorf salad. Thirty
turkeys and more than 12 gallons of
scratch-made gravy was served. The
annual event is organized by members of Friday Harbor Grange with
the help of more than 75 community volunteers who serve one hour
shifts in the kitchen and dining room
throughout the day.

Your Washington
State Grange staff
wishes each and every
member of the Order
the happiest of New
Years.

Check out our new and improved web
site at www.wa-grange.org! It’s still
under construction but is much more
user friendly than the previous site.
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GRANGE HISTORY, PART 28

The Grange v the Power Trust, 1930:
The fight for rural public power begins
By Deborah Bowler
In the late 1920s with rainfall at 50 percent of normal, a drought hit the Northwest. There wasn’t to be a dustbowl on
the scale of the southwest, but the drought
caused damage to agriculture, aggravated
already worsening economic conditions,
and created power shortages, all of which
aided a successful fight for the expansion
of public power in Washington State.
There were at that time seven flourishing private utilities in the state, mostly for
the populous areas, although Seattle and
Tacoma had already established municipal
utility systems. Farmers were finding more
and more uses for electricity on the farm.
But the private utilities were unwilling to
serve rural areas, due to the expense of setting up transmission systems which would
bring them so little return.
In 1929 the power shortage gave rise to
a plan to have the Navy Department provide power to the Puget Sound area from
aircraft carriers in the Bremerton yard. The
Navy agreed but insisted that the public
and private utilities pool their resources
first.
A few farmers’ co-ops in rural areas
around Seattle and Tacoma had contracts
for electricity with the municipal utilities. The Puget Sound Power and Light
Company (then, as now, the largest private utility in the state) claimed the contracts were illegal and refused to take part
in the pooling until Seattle and Tacoma
turned over the contracts from the co-ops.
Somehow, Puget Sound Power and Light
was furnished with energy from the Navy
Yard and the municipals went short. The
politically sophisticated Washington State
Grange didn’t need to guess how such a
thing could come about. The Grange had
already declared war on what it called the
Power Trust. The Navy incident fanned the
Grange’s indignation.
Imitative Number1
The Grange had begun circulating petitions for a District Power Bill in late 1928.
The bill was to extend to rural districts the
right to own and operate municipal power
plants. The state legislators, reluctant to
tamper with corporate prerogatives, rejected the measure, automatically placing the
District Power Bill, Initiative No. 1, on the
ballot for November, 1930.
In February of 1930 the Grange formally
kicked off its ballot campaign and declared
its goal: the electrification of every farm in
Washington at rates that the farmers can
afford to pay. People living in the country shall have the same privileges as those
living in incorporated towns, namely, the
right to build, buy, equip and operate electric light and power plants and to establish
power districts.
Power Company Tactics
The private power companies said in
that they would not oppose the measure
but would “let the taxpayers decide.” It
was to be the classic, thirties-style campaign of the little people against the big
companies. The Grange, representing the
common people, portrayed their opponents as ruthless profiteers. The companies fought back by playing on those same
common peoples’ fears of taxes and “big
government.”
Private utilities reduced their rates four
times during the campaign. There had been
no rate reductions for four years before the
Initiative. The Grange was quick to point
out the “coincidences” and to claim credit
for saving the customers of private utilities
$15 million on the basis of the campaign
alone.
The power companies began to hold
increasing numbers of farm equipment
exhibitions in rural communities. They
were the “friend of the farmer,” displaying
electric brooders, milking machines, sterilizing equipment, water heaters, and sheep
shearers. Farmers’ wives were impressed
with electric ranges, refrigerators, washers

and irons.
But the major thrust of the private utilities’ campaign was aimed at the taxpayer.
They claimed the District Power Bill
would give county commissioners unlimited powers of taxation. They asserted that
the private utilities were the backbone of
the tax system. The Grange countered with
evidence that the power companies paid
less than their fair share of taxes. They said
the consumers paid the taxes anyway, with
the power company acting as tax collector
and extracting a fat commission.
The Grange also charged that the power companies were paying taxes on only
$16.5 million of property valuations which
the Grange said were closer to $153 million.
FTC Uncovers Scandals
Federal Trade Commission investigation
gave credence to the Grange’s claim of a
Power Trust. A supposedly unbiased report
by a “Voter’s Information League” showed
that Seattle’s municipal utility was running
at a loss, despite its official report which
said the opposite. The FTC discovered that
Puget Sound Power and Light had paid 73
percent of the League’s expenses in 1927
and 89 percent in 1928.
The FTC found that in a previous power
bill campaign in 1924, power company
employees had written and paid for advertisements signed by citizens committees,
and had distributed literature at the polls on
Election Day. Newspapers had been given
cartoons and editorial suggestions as well
as huge advertising revenues. The FTC
also uncovered a scheme in which Puget
Sound Power and Light Company propaganda had been sent out to all high schools
in the state in the form of an “educational
monograph” from the Washington Industries Education Bureau.
Although 4/5 of the state’s newspapers opposed the District Power Bill, the
Grange with its 23,000 members was in
good position to wage a grassroots campaign. Grangers through the state worked
hard at securing endorsements from other
rural organizations and at raising money
for the state campaign chest of $5000. Sen.
C. C. Dill, an influential legislator from
eastern Washington, and J. D. Ross, founder of Seattle City Light, spoke persuasively
for the bill and against the tactic of the private power companies. The State Federation of Labor endorsed the bill. Individual
Democratic county organizations endorsed
the bill, although it was deleted from the
statewide platform in a fast shuffle at the
state convention.
Victory for the Grange
When the votes were counted, the total
was 152,500 for and 130,900 against the
District Power Bill. Rural areas of Washington had gained the right to form utility
districts.
Election analysts said the vote had come
in not so much for the bill as against the
big power companies and their tactics. The
voters, they said, were uninformed and had
not voted on the merits of the issue but out
of emotion. (Election analysts, like most of
the big issues, don’t seem to change.) Over
the next 20 years, 2/3 of Washington’s
counties formed public utility districts.
CresComm InterNET Services
Qwest DSL • Nationwide 56k
Dial-up Access
www.crescomm.net • 800-562-0036
info@crescomm.net

CLARK’S CHAMBERS
BED & BREAKFAST INN
Bob Clark

322 Clark Rd., Sequim, WA 98382 • (360) 683-4431
clacha@olypen.com

Highly pathogenic H5 avian influenza
confirmed in wild birds in Washington State
The United States Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) confirmed the presence of highly pathogenic (HPAI) H5
avian influenza in wild birds in Whatcom County, Washington. Two separate virus
strains were identified: HPAI H5N2 in northern pintail ducks and HPAI H5N8 in captive Gyrfalcons that were fed hunter-killed wild birds. Neither virus has been found
in commercial poultry anywhere in the United States and no human cases with these
viruses have been detected in the United States, Canada or internationally. There is no
immediate public health concern with either of these avian influenza viruses.
Both H5N2 and H5N8 viruses have been found in other parts of the world and
have not caused any human infection to date. While neither virus has been found in
commercial poultry, federal authorities with the U.S. Department of Agriculture also
emphasize that poultry, poultry products and wild birds are safe to eat even if they
carry the disease if they are properly handled and cooked to a temperature of 165
degrees Fahrenheit.
The finding in Whatcom County was reported and identified quickly due to increased surveillance for avian influenza in light of HPAI H5N2 avian influenza outbreaks in poultry affecting commercial poultry farms in British Columbia, Canada.
The northern pintail duck samples were collected by officials from the Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife following a waterfowl die-off at Wiser Lake, Washington, and were sent to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) National Wildlife Health
Center for diagnostic evaluation and initial avian influenza testing. The U.S. Department of the Interior’s USGS, which also conducts ongoing avian influenza testing of
wild bird mortality events, identified the samples as presumptive positive for H5 avian
influenza and sent them to USDA for confirmation. The gyrfalcon samples were collected after the falconer reported signs of illness in his birds.
Following existing avian influenza response plans, USDA is working with the U.S.
Department of the Interior and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services as
well as State partners on additional surveillance and testing of both commercial and
wild birds in the nearby area.
Wild birds can be carriers of HPAI viruses without the birds appearing sick. People should avoid contact with sick/dead poultry or wildlife. If contact occurs, wash
your hands with soap and water and change clothing before having any contact with
healthy domestic poultry and birds.
HPAI would have significant economic impacts if detected in U.S. domestic poultry. Commercial poultry producers follow strict biosecurity practices and raise their
birds in very controlled environments. Federal officials emphasize that all bird owners, whether commercial producers or backyard enthusiasts, should continue practicing good biosecurity. This includes preventing contact between your birds and wild
birds, and reporting sick birds or unusual bird deaths to State/Federal officials, either through your state veterinarian or through USDA’s toll-free number at 1-866536-7593. Additional information on biosecurity for backyard flocks can be found at
healthybirds.aphis.usda.gov.
CDC considers the risk to people from these HPAI H5 infections in wild birds to be
low because (like H5N1) these viruses do not now infect humans easily, and even if a
person is infected, the viruses do not spread easily to other people.
Avian influenza (AI) is caused by influenza type A viruses which are endemic in
some wild birds (such as wild ducks and swans) which can infect poultry (such as
chickens, turkeys, pheasants, quail, domestic ducks, geese and guinea fowl). AI viruses are classified by a combination of two groups of proteins: hemagglutinin or
“H” proteins, of which there are 17 (H1–H17), and neuraminidase or “N” proteins, of
which there are 10 (N1–N10). Many different combinations of “H” and “N” proteins
are possible. Each combination is considered a different subtype, and can be further
broken down into different strains. AI viruses are further classified by their pathogenicity—the ability of a particular virus to produce disease in domestic chickens.
For more information visit the USDA avian influenza page and the USDA APHIS
avian influenza page. For more information on avian influenza and wild birds, please
visit the USGS National Wildlife Health Center.

Your 2014 Program
Handbook is Nearby
This year’s Washington
State Grange Program Handbook is available through department heads and as an online publication. It is right at
your fingertips at any time on
the State Grange website.
Refer to the Handbook often
for details about contests and
programs from each Grange
department. Valuable information about Grange Foundation and GIA scholarships is
also in the handbook.

WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE
PROGRAM HANDBOOK 2014

WASHINGTON
STATE GRANGE

P.O. BOX 1186
924 CAPITOL WAY SOUTH #300
OLYMPIA, WA 98507

(360) 943-9911
(800) 854-1635
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
e-mail:
grange@wa-grange.org

http://www.wa-grange.org/
ProgramHandbook2014.pdf
Download the Handbook file to your PC for
ready access.
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Grange Connection
CLALLAM COUNTY
Sequim Prairie Grange members continue improvements to the hall, including
a fresh coat of paint and dry cleaned curtains. Members will sponsor a family in
need for Christmas. There will be an East
Coast New Year’s Hillbilly Dance Dec. 31,
6-9 p.m. The Elegant Flea market will be
March 6-7; other flea markets are slated for
April and September.
CLARK COUNTY
Mt. Valley Grange will meet Jan. 10 at
10:30 a.m. business meeting. There will be
a candle lighting ceremony and a
noon potluck.
Washington Grange members donated dictionaries to 87
third grade students at York Elementary Nov. 20. This is the
12th year in a row they have participated in the Words for Thirds
program. Rodger Lance gave a
presentation talk; Don and Toni
Kapitanovich, Ruth Anne Lance and Frank
Grobli handed out the dictionaries.
COWLITZ COUNTY
Woodland Grange members are making improvements to their hall. After discovering the Grange needed more than just
exterior painting, the committee obegan to
strategize. Receiving funds from the State
Grange, a pledge from Downtown Revitalization, taking out a low interest loan, and
having a Black Light Zumba and Silent
Auction fundraiser they still had $17,000
yet to go. Grange Master John Burke suggested hosting a spaghetti feed. Woodland
Yoga & Zumba suggested adding a silent
auction. Stephanie Smith, secretary of the
Grange, got the ball rolling. Joshua Smith
created the flyers and signage announcing
the festivities. The night of the fundraiser
was a busy one. Upon arrival, long time
Woodland residents Lonnie and Sandra
New rolled up their sleeves and immedi-

Pomona News
CLARK COUNTY
Pomona will meet Jan. 14 at 7 p.m. There
will be a candle lighting ceremony to honor
members who have passed in the last year.
KING COUNTY
Pomona members elected Steve Hall
master. The first meeting of the year will
be Jan. 10 at Sallal Grange at 10 a.m. with
lunch to follow. The youth group has been
busy working at Cedar Grange’s pancake
breakfasts the third Sunday of each month.
The money they raise goes toward the
group’s activities.
PIERCE COUNTY
Pomona met Oct. 19, 2014 to recognize
their Golden Sheaf and Silver Star members as well as the Grangers of the month.
After a catered dinner the attendees enjoyed a concert by from the Franklin Pierce
High School Jazz Band under the direction
of Matthew Palendini. Thanks go out to
Lecturer Jennifer Oliver and her team for
coordinating a wonderful event. Honored
were Galen Nusbaum, 65 years; Art Storbo, 50 years; Brittney Oliver, Granger of
the month; Helen Gardner, 50 years; Jarrod
Gardner, 25 years; Jan Schmidt, Granger
of the month; Marvin James, Granger of
the month; Cindy Simianer, Granger of the
month; and Sharon Wischmeier, 50 years.
THURSTON COUNTY
Pomona met at Violet Prairie Grange
Nov. 6. A group from Lewis County Pomona were surprise guests. Pam Mathews
was appointed to represent Pomona on the
Mayfield Junior Grange camp board. Installation of officers will take place Jan.
11 at 2 p.m. The installation team is from
Lewis County, and Mason County Granges
have been invited. Officers will provide refreshments after the installation.

ately began to help. Virginia Wilkerson
from the Visitor’s Bureau and Sandra were
a tremendous help serving spaghetti and
salad to more than 60 people in attendance.
Melva Hafso was unstoppable, making
sure there was plenty of fresh spaghetti for
all. John Burke was busy with the sauce
and meatballs plus greeting people as they
arrived. The fundraiser brought in $400
from the spaghetti feed and $1,900 from
the silent auction, plus an additional $350
collected from Woodland Yoga & Zumba.
You too can be a part of this project! Checks can be mailed to:
Woodland Grange 178 Painting
Fund, 404 Davidson, Woodland,
WA 98674. Your gift is tax deductible.
Sunnyside Grange members delivered 107 dictionaries
to third graders in Castle Rock.
Phyllis Ogden and Yvonne
Knuth did the honors. Eight
cases of food were collected for the Lions
food bank. Members also brought in food
for the Grange’s adopted family. Flower
pots in front of the hall have been planted
with pansies and bulbs as part of the America in Bloom program.
ISLAND COUNTY
Deer Lagoon Grange members elected
a new master for the year, Tarey Kay. The
annual Christmas Shoppe was such a success members decided to hold another one
Nov. 29.
KING COUNTY
East Hill Grange members have delivered dictionaries to six schools in the
Auburn School District. Seven members
served and cooked at the sixth annual
Covington Holidaze breakfast. There were
three others who worked at the Covington
Holidaze bazaar selling Mel Knott’s homemade jams and jellies. The Junior Grange
has welcomed 16 new members. They
made candy cane reindeer for the Covington Holidaze breakfast.
Meridian Grange members worked the
Fife rest area, handing out donuts, gum,
cookies and free coffee. Proceeds benefit
Junior Grange camp.
LEWIS COUNTY
Newaukum Grange held a Christmas
party Dec. 14. Grangers supplied the meat
for the potluck dinner. Santa Claus handed
out goodie bags. Newaukum meets the
second Thursday at 7:30 p.m. The fourth
Thursday meeting starts with a 6:30 p.m.
potluck.
PIERCE COUNTY
Waller Road Grange members enjoyed
Kathleen Benoun’s recitation of the story
of The Holy Relic of Bannickburn at a recent meeting. Donations for the food bank
continue.
SAN JUAN COUNTY
San Juan Island Grange members
mourn the loss of past master and 73-year
member Al Sundstrom, who passed away
Sept. 10, 2014. An islander through and
through, Al was self-reliant, with genuine
true grit. He was known as a kind man with
a fierce work ethic and was admired by everyone who knew him.
THURSTON COUNTY
Skookumchuck Grange will hold a barbecue and silent auction July 18 in honor of
their 100th anniversary. The annual harvest
dinner and craft bazaar will be held Oct. 4,
and the annual community Christmas party
with Santa is slated for Dec. 7.
South Union Grange met Nov. 17.
Members decided the quarterly food drive
will continue through the December Christmas party. A deck the halls party was held
Nov. 28 to decorate the hall. Those who
participated enjoyed gingerbread, pumpkin
bread and hot chocolate afterward. A representative from St. Pauly Textile will attend
the 7 p.m. Jan. 19 meeting to discuss their
clothing collection program.

2014 CHS, Inc. annual meeting featured
interactive exhibits, educational sessions
–From page 5

sults, CHS will distribute an estimated
$518 million in cash in fiscal 2015, consisting of patronage, equity redemptions and
preferred stock dividends.
In addition to company updates, the
meeting included a full day of interactive
exhibits, nearly four dozen educational sessions and a keynote address from Sheryl
Connelly, in-house futurist for Ford Motor
Company, on consumer trends that will influence agriculture and energy trends shaping. Among those also attending the meeting were 155 farmers and ranchers from
across the U.S. who took part in the CHS
New Leaders Forum, a program that builds
next generation leaders for agriculture and
rural America.
Recent CHS business highlights include:
• Announced in September that the company would proceed with plans to construct
a$3 billion fertilizer manufacturing plant at
Spiritwood, N.D.
• Initiated $406 million in projects at its
Laurel, Mont., refinery to boost efficiency
and increase diesel production.
• Issued $1.4 billion in preferred stock on
the NASDAQ exchange over the past 18
months; this included retiring previously
earned cooperative owner qualified equity
with $200 million in preferred stock
• Acquired Terral River Service, securing storage and ensuring fertilizer supply in
the Delta region through eight Mississippi
River terminals.
• Purchased an ethanol plant at Rochelle,
Ill., with 133 million gallons of annual production, adding value for corn producers
and accessing strong markets for ethanol
and its coproduct, DDGS.
• Completed a $30 million production
expansion, along with equipment and food
quality process upgrades, at its Creston,
Iowa, soybean processing facility.
• Became an owner of a grain export terminal being built at Necochea, Argentina,
providing access to growing Asia-Pacific
markets.
• Opened four new propane terminals
and made other significant investments to
ensure secure supply amid the loss of a major regional distribution pipeline.
• Invested in the future of agriculture,
cooperatives and rural communities with
$10.5 million in contributions from CHS
Corporate Citizenship and the CHS Foun-

Camper Club News
LAZY CRAZY 8s
The year ended with a get together at the
home of Mel and Rosie Knott working on
the club’s scrapbook. There was a salmon
dinner (caught by Shawn Moynihan), gift
exchange and meeting. The club will be
camping in the Eatonville area Jan. 2-3.

dation.
CHS Inc. (www.chsinc.com) is a leading global agribusiness owned by farmers, ranchers and cooperatives across the
United States. Diversified in energy, grains
and foods, CHS is committed to helping
its customers, farmer-owners and other
stakeholders grow their businesses through
its domestic and global operations. CHS,
a Fortune 100 company, supplies energy,
crop nutrients, grain marketing services,
animal feed, food and food ingredients,
along with business solutions including
insurance, financial and risk management
services. The company operates petroleum
refineries/pipelines and manufactures,
markets and distributes Cenex® brand refined fuels, lubricants, propane and renewable energy products.
This document contains forward-looking
statements within the meaning of The Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of
1995 that are based on management’s current expectations and assumptions. These
forward-looking statements are subject to
certain risks and uncertainties that could
cause actual results to differ materially
from the potential results discussed in the
forward-looking statements. The company
undertakes no obligations to publicly revise any forward-looking statements to
reflect future events or circumstances. For
a discussion of additional factors that may
materially affect management’s estimates
and predictions, please view the CHS
Inc. annual report filed on Form 10-K for
the year ended Aug. 31, 2014, which can
be found on the Securities and Exchange
Commission web site (www.sec.gov) or on
the CHS web site www.chsinc.com.

SAVE THE DATE! Plan
now to attend annual Washington State Grange’s “Legislative
Day”, scheduled for Thursday
March 5, 2015. Legislators like
to hear from their constituents,
sometimes it can make all the
difference when they’re facing a
challenging issue. Watch for registration information soon. In the
meantime, if you have any questions, please contact Laura Tracy
at (360) 943-9911 or ltracy@wagrange.org.

Endorsed
By Your Grange
These quality services have been
approved for all members of the
Grange in Washington State

IT PAYS TO BE A GRANGER!
See your local GIA
agent for all auto,
homeowners & farm
insurance needs.
1-800-2GRANGE • www.grange.com

We are small, family-run farm
dedicated to raising happy animals,
producing the highest quality feed
products, and demonstrating
sustainable farming practices.

www.chsinc.com

Long-Term Care Insurance
Annuities
Home Health Care Coverage
FARM STORE
Feed & Supplies

10-5, Tue-Sat

FARM TOURS
By Appointment

10-4, Tue-Sat

31929 SE 44th St
Fall City, WA 98024
(425) 765-7883

BAXTERBARN.ORG

Michael Tobeck and Associates

1-888-981-7174
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Plan now to attend January
state lecturer conferences
By Tom Gwin
State Lecturer
Annual Lecturer Reports are due Dec.
31. Please take a few minutes to complete
the report and mail it in to me. I utilize the
reports to help set future programs and to
compile statistics on participation levels
of our programs and activities. We also
determine our outstanding lecturer
awards from these
reports.
Lecturer conferences will be
held in January.
Lecturer packets
will be distributed
and programs reviewed at each
conference. This
year’s schedule is
Tom Gwin
as follows:
• January 5:
San Juan Island
Grange Hall, San Juan County, 12 noon,
bring your own brown bag lunch
• January 5: Skagit Valley Grange Hall,
Skagit County, 7 p.m., cookies and coffee
following
• January 6: Kellogg Marsh Grange Hall,
Snohomish County, 7 p.m., cookies and
coffee following
• January 8: South Union Grange Hall,
Thurston County, 7 p.m., cookies and coffee following
• January 10: Sharon Grange Hall, Grays
Harbor County, 12 noon potluck luncheon,
conference following
• January 10: Washington Grange Hall,
Clark County, 6 p.m., potluck refreshments
following
• January 11: Pleasant Hill Grange Hall,
Cowlitz County, 1 p.m. potluck lunch, conference follows
• January 15: Collins Grange Hall, Pierce
County, 7 p.m., potluck refreshments following
• January 17: Brewster Grange Hall,
Okanogan County, 12 noon potluck, conference follows
• January 18: Ellensburg, will meet just
briefly following the convention kick-

What is Grange Youth?

The National Grange Youth program is
designed to provide leadership training and
life skills training opportunities. There are
only two programs that are age specific; all
programs are open to all Grange members
regardless of age.
The goals of the National Grange Youth
Development department include providing leadership training through a variety
of opportunities such as Regional Conferences, Ambassador Program, John Trimble
Legislative Experience, Mentoring Programs, and the National Convention, just
to name a few.
Individual life skills will be developed
through the Achievement Award Program
which offers opportunities for exploration
in Public Speaking, communication (SignA-Song, and Foreign Language), critical
thinking, mentoring, and career exploration.
Pride and knowledge will be developed
in those who desire to learn more about our
organization through a Current Events and
Grange Trivia Challenge.
We will work with the Junior Grange department in creating opportunities for older
Junior Grange members to begin their
transition into the Subordinate Grange by
encouraging youth to be mentors to those
older juniors and by providing opportunities for them to become involved in the
Achievement Award Program.

off meeting in Ellensburg at the Kittitas
County Fairgrounds to distribute Lecturer
packets
• January 22: Sequim Prairie Grange
Hall, Clallam County, 7 p.m. potluck refreshments following
• January 24: Whitman County at Eddy’s
Restaurant in Colfax, following Pomona
meeting, no-host lunch at 12 noon, conference at 1 p.m.
I am still working on scheduling conferences in Stevens, Spokane, and Chelan
Counties.
The family living department will join
us at some of the conferences. Please refer
to their schedule to see which ones will be
jointly conducted.
Best wishes to all for a happy holiday
season and a prosperous 2014!

National Grange
introduces new
Junior logo

By Codi Titus
Junior Director
Just finished the 84th annual Christmas
party at Ralston Grange. What a great turnout; more than 115 people joined in the
festivities. There were six sets of twins all
age four and younger from the surrounding communities. Our family’s highlight is
observing the faces of the kids who do not
want to sit on Santa’s lap. Good food, good
friends, great community.
I don’t know about you, but I am looking forward to 2015. One of my students
was talking about their New Year tradition,
which I really like. They bring out all their
old magazines, each has a clean poster
paper, and they create vision boards (collages). Instead of making resolutions, they
visualize what they want to do in the next
year. I think I am going to try this at my
house. That way I
won’t be breaking
any resolutions.
There is a new
logo for Junior
Grange. Hopefully soon I will be
ordering new buttons for the juniors
to sell at convention. Love the new
logo.
Codi Titus
The two merit
badges for this
month are Manual Alphabet and Attendance. For the manual alphabet you must
learn the manual alphabet and demonstrate
knowledge by spelling your first and last
name, teach a friend to finger spell the alphabet and practice “reading” your friend’s
signs so that you can finger spell and read
back letters as they are signed. The internet is a great resource for learning how to
sign language if you do not have someone
nearby who can help. For attendance, you
must attend 90 percent of all meetings and
special events of your Junior Grange for
the current year, and serve as an officer or
on a committee. Another easy merit badge.
If you have to miss a meeting ask your junior leader for a substitute activity that can
make up for the meeting you missed. I am
sure that something can be arranged.
Best wishes for a happy and healthy
2015.

Grange Websites
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
www.nationalgrange.org

And be sure to like us on Facebook!

Youth department impresses at
2014 National Grange convention
By Jerry Gwin
Youth Director
The Washington State Grange youth department was well represented at the 148th
National Grange Convention in Sandusky,
Ohio. The following demonstrates
how proud we
are of our youth
delegation to this
year’s convention.
Congratulations
to Aaron Gwin
(Humptulips
#730) for completing his year Jerry Gwin
as the 2013-2014
National Grange
Youth Ambassador. His duties included
attending the Pennsylvania State Grange
Convention and he completed his term at
the national convention in Ohio.
The 2014-2015 National Grange Ambassador participants were Nick Oliver (Collins #893) and Leah Bardal (Pleasant Hill
#101). Leah was named first runner-up
for the National Youth Ambassador. Both
Nick and Leah represented our state youth
program well and should be proud of their
hard work and many hours of dedication to
growing the Grange.
We had two members serve on the National Grange Youth Officer Team. Robin
Cozad (Humptulips #730) was the Lecturer and Lexie Smith (Celebration #1150)
was the Secretary.

Aaron Gwin participated on a team from
several states who placed second in the
Parliamentary Procedure Contest.
Kennedy Gwin (Humptulips #730) won
first place in the National Grange Youth
Display Contest for her display on the
Keep Washington Warm Project. Kennedy
plans to keep this project growing in the
Grange family.
Thank you to all who submitted names
for the Youth Achievement Award Program. The members of the Washington State Grange earned more than 410
achievement certificates this year.
We had two National Grange Distinguished Youth Program Awards. This recognition was earned by Humptulips #730
and the Washington State Grange youth department. This award is given to Granges
who excel in youth activities and meet specific criteria as established by the National
Grange youth department.
I received the 2015 National Grange
Youth Program Guide last week. I will
be putting together the Washington State
Grange Youth Guide for 2015.
We are in the planning stage of Youth
Weekend to be held at the end of March or
early April. I am looking for a site in the
Whatcom County area as we try to reach
more youth in that area.
Once again, I would like to thank all of
the Granges for supporting the youth activities program in 2014. Let’s see how far
we can further develop our youth activities
in 2015!

Grange talent delights at annual Evening of Excellence
On the Friday night of the 148th National Grange convention, more than 350
people gathered to enjoy the talent that
abounds across the Grange at the Evening
of Excellence.
It was a night to remember with vocal
acts, variety acts, and Sign-A-Song performances as well as the announcements of
new Junior and Youth Ambassadors.
National Grange Lecturer Jim Tetreault
co-hosted the event with Illinois State
Grange Lecturer Trisha Renken and Michigan State Grange Lecturer Sharon Poplar.
He said the Evening of Excellence was
“a spectacular showcase of talent and passion in the Grange.”
“Every year this is a highlight of convention. After all the stress from the week, we
can sit together and enjoy entertainment
by young and old members who shine on
stage,” Tetreault said.
National Grange Youth Development
Director Charlene Espenshade led a portion of the program in which she introduced 11 youth ambassadors from seven
different states.
“These young people are an incredible

asset to their communities and our organizations,” Espenshade said. “I was impressed and amazed at some of the projects
they have been part of or spearheaded.”
Highlights of the event included musical acts, skits, Sign-A-Songs and speeches.
National Grange Junior Development Director Lillian Booth announced our own
Morgan Browning of Mossyrock Grange
as the 2014-15 Junior Ambassador.
Performing for our state was Sequim
Prairie Granger Brian “Buck” Ellard. Brian
was second best in show at our state talent show last year, and took the place of
winner Kyle Hitchcock who was unable to
attend.

GRANGES WITH
MEMBERSHIP GAINS
November/December 2014
Cedar #524			
Crescent #1123		
Fredonia #545		
Fruitland #999		
Grays River #124		
Happy Valley #322		
Hazel Dell #1124		
Lopez Island #1060		
Oroville #985		
Quimper #720		
Sallal #955			
Samish Valley #926		
Silvercreek/Ethel #150
Stevenson #121		
The Agate #275		
Woodland #178		

1
1
1
1
3
3
1
5
6
2
1
2
2
1
1
1
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Washington Home
Share your recipes with fellow
Grangers at your next meeting

Try this new twist on a
traditional family recipe

Everyone loves traditional holiday fare:
mom’s stuffing, grandma’s sugar cookies,
or that best-kept secret recipe that keeps
friends and family coming back for more.
But where does tradition end and boring
begin?
If you’re looking for unique twists on
traditional family recipes, or are looking
for something entirely new to introduce
into your holiday menu, you’re not alone.
In fact, many families are looking to
wholesome ingredients as a way to add
flavor and healthfulness to their meals and
baked goods. One way to steal the culinary
spotlight is with California Raisins, which
bring natural sweetness to a multitude of
seasonal dishes, from indulgent confections to savory main courses.
“The versatility of raisins is endless,”
said Larry Blagg, senior vice president of
marketing for the California Raisin Marketing Board. “Because they are an all-natural,
dried-by-the-sun fruit with no added sugar,
California Raisins add nutritious sweetness
to any meal or favorite dessert.”
In addition to their wide range of uses
in cooking, California raisins are also the
most economical dried fruit, making them
one purchase this season that won’t break
the bank. For a fresh take on traditional staples that are sure to become new traditions
in your household, try this delicious recipe,
or look for other holiday recipe ideas at
www.LoveYourRaisins.com.
Blue Ribbon Raisin Apple Hand Held
Pies
Servings: 16 individual pies
Raisin apple filling:
1 1/2 cups chopped tart apples
1/2 cup brown sugar
2 tablespoons water
2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice
3/4 cup California raisins
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon granulated white sugar
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Pinch ground cloves
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
1 1/2 tablespoons unsalted butter

Blue ribbon pastry:
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon white granulated sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/3 cup cold unsalted butter, cut into
chunks
1/3 cup vegetable shortening
4-5 tablespoons cold water
Egg wash:
1 egg
Pinch of salt
For filling, combine apples, brown sugar,
water, lemon juice and raisins in 2-quart
saucepan. Cover and cook over medium
heat for 5 minutes until apples are just tender. Meanwhile, in small bowl, mix flour,
sugar, salt and spices together well, and
add liquid from cooking apples to make
slurry. Then, add all to pan with apples and
continue to cook, stirring constantly, until
thickened, about 2 minutes. Remove from
heat; stir in vanilla and butter. Set aside to
cool.
Meanwhile for pastry, measure flour,
sugar, salt and cinnamon into large bowl
and with pastry blender, fork or two knives,
cut in butter and shortening until mixture
resembles coarse crumbs. Add water, 1
tablespoon at a time, tossing after each addition until flour is moist and dough just
holds together. Turn onto lightly floured
surface; knead together and shape into
flattened disk. Divide into 4 equal pieces;
wrap separately in plastic wrap or wax paper and chill for at least 30 minutes.
Preheat oven to 375°F. On lightly floured
surface, roll out pastry dough, one piece
at a time, and cut each piece into 4 small
rounds with 3 1/2- or 4-inch cookie cutter.
Place 1 scant tablespoon filling just below
center on each piece; moisten edges and
fold over, sealing edges with fork. Arrange
on baking sheet and prick tops of each
handheld pie in several places with fork
or cut one small slit with sharp knife. Beat
1 egg with pinch of salt for egg wash and
brush onto pies. Bake at 375°F for 20-25
minutes until lightly browned. Cool and
serve.
Note: McIntosh apples recommended.

By Cecelia Hamilton
Family Living Director
Happy New Year and what a fantastic
year this one is going to be with all of the
many exciting things happening around
us! By now we have partaken in many of
the delicious family favorites shared during our holiday feasts and gatherings and I
must say I have definitely enjoyed each and
every bite. So, with this in mind I am inviting all of our CFLs to share a few healthy
meal tips and or health conscious tidbits
during our monthly Family Living
moments in our
Grange meetings.
Let’s start off the
New Year with a
few heart healthy
recipes and share
them at our potlucks and meetings. It would be
nice to include a
recipe or two to
share along with
them. I find it Cecelia Hamilton
to be most helpful for a friend to
share with me the recipe when it is served.
This easily encourages me to prepare it
at home. Oh, and remember diabetic and
low cholesterol recipes are not just for us
who need them they are actually very delicious and have many health benefits for
everyone. While we are on the subject of
recipes, I would like to remind you all that
our wonderful 125th Anniversary Commemorative cookbook is available for gift
giving and also a wonderful item to have
available at our halls for sale. Only $12 a
copy with additional postage. Contact me
today to receive your supply. I will have
them with me during conferences for your
convenience.
In this issue I have introduced to all the
new “Heritage Quilt Trail of the Washington State Granges.” I am so excited about
the whole idea of us embarking upon this
beautiful folk art presentation. For years
during the early 50s as a young girl I daydreamed about quilting and the strong pioneers of our country as I traveled around
the Midwest and eastern parts of the United
States. I know that I am not alone in my
childhood adventures; many of us shared
these thoughts I am sure. I wanted to learn

at a young age how to quilt and somehow
make those pretty blankets that Grandmother used to make with her own two
hands. I had hopes and dreams that I would
someday try it and with patience master the
art of quilting. Well, I definitely haven’t
mastered quilting yet, though I have made
an attempt or two to try. I find it a fun challenge and I truly whole heartedly admire
those who have the knowledge, skill and
talent to make the beautiful treasures we
see every year at state convention.
There is so much to share about quilting
and how the wooden painted quilt blocks
displayed on barns, churches and other historic buildings throughout the years and to
this day make an impact on many of us and
the families who pass by them. Each quilt
somehow tells a story and with each story
our memories come to life. I know that we
will all learn so much as we participate in
this fun and rewarding activity. Along with
the fun though comes a lot of hard work
and dedication so, I would like to invite
those who have a special interest in participating in the process and who would like to
assist me with the program to contact me
as soon as possible. I am forming a board
to oversee the trail and tour. I know you
are out there! I welcome those who wish to
become involved. Let’s make this happen!
In closing I want to remind you all that
our 2015 Family Living packets are printed
and ready for all of the CFLs. I or a member of our Family Living Team would love
to come visit your Pomona as soon as possible in order to get this information to you
early. That way you may begin presenting
your program and start your planning for
this year. We don’t have many changes to
our contests this year except for a few additional classes in Food Preservation/Dried
and also a couple changes in Candy. Our
entry forms and judging forms have changes that make things much simpler. If you
are a new CFL please do not use last year’s
contest information. Please remember that
it is part of your obligation as an outgoing
CFL to pass on your notebook to the incoming chair. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to share your experiences,
positive of course, and help the incoming
chair with any questions they may have.
As always, feel free to contact me or
your district director with any questions
or concerns and Thank you for all of your
hard work and have fun!

State Grange Foundation
needs your contributions
The Washington State Grange Foundation would like to
ask you to consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the Washington State Grange Foundation Unrestricted Funds.
Unrestricted funds consist of resources available for the
various programs and administration of the Foundation which have not been restricted by a donor. In other
words, the Foundation can use these funds for emergency situations and more.
Contributions to the Foundation Unrestricted Funds account are the greatest need faced by the Foundation at
this time. Again, your donation to this 501(c) (3) is taxdeductible.
Make checks payable WSG Foundation Funds and mail
to WSG Foundation, PO Box 1186, Olympia, WA 98507-1186.
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A couple of beautiful winter shots from our
state, courtesy our good friend Ron Nichols at the NRCS. The photo above shows a
Washington Water Supply Specialist working
on the tower at Noisy Pass Glacier monitoring site in North Cascades National Park.

Got a pretty scenic photo
from our beautiful state?
Share it with us at the Grange
News! Email a print to dhammock@wa-grange.org, or mail
to Grange News, PO Box 1186,
Olympia, WA 98507.

