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Cowlitz County Pomona recently held their annual Golden Sheaf/Silver Star reception at Catlin Grange. Pictured are Helen Berg, Sunnyside Grange (50
years); Becky Molt, Rose Valley Grange (50 years); Pam Mathews with herd member Percy; Rosemary Painter, Catlin Grange (60 years); and Alvina Bettie,
Catlin Grange (50 years). Mathews, State Lady Assistant Steward, made the presentations.

Postal Regulatory Commissioner: Postal Service cuts ill-considered
By Postal Regulatory Commissioner
Ruth Y. Goldway
Below is an article sent to the National
Grange from the Office of Postal Regulatory Commissioner Ruth Y. Goldway. The
National Grange also opposes reductions
of service to rural America.
The U.S. Postal Service reduced its service standards for First-Class mail, and
eliminated nearly all overnight letter mail
delivery early in January. Most mail will
be delivered in two to three days; longer
if weekends and holidays are involved.
During 2015, more than 80 processing
plants serving small cities and rural areas
throughout the nation will be closed in the

Postal Service’s push to shrink its network.
The Postal Service has achieved considerable success in removing costs from the
system during the last six years, at a time
when mail volumes were in decline. This
latest round of operational cuts, however,
threatens the very integrity and concept of
Universal Service; the Postal Service’s primary obligation under the law.
These measures will result in a two-tier
patchwork network in which service to
smaller cities and rural areas will be degraded much more than major urban areas.
This despite the fact that the law requires
that postal customers in all areas be provided prompt, reliable and efficient servic-

March issue deadline – February 3

es. The law also mandates that the Postal
Service shall provide a maximum degree of
effective and regular service to rural areas,
communities and small towns where post
offices are not self-sustaining. Under the
law, the Postal Service is required to give
the highest consideration to the requirement for the most expeditious collection,
transportation, and delivery of important
letter mail.
While we have experienced increased
access to electronic communications options, particularly in metropolitan areas, a
great many American homes and businesses rely upon the mail. It remains essential
that all Americans can rely on a fundamental communication service and avenue of
commerce that provides equal access and
prompt service to all, regardless of region.
Binding the nation together is the founding
principle of the Postal Service’s mandate.
The Postal Service is moving ahead with
these changes despite three cautionary reports: a March 2013 Management Advisory Report; a Sept. 2012 Audit Report
issued by its Office of Inspector General,
and an Advisory Opinion produced by the
Postal Regulatory Commission in 2012.

The Inspector General in his reports
called on the Postal Service to carefully
evaluate actual measured cost savings and
service impacts for the network changes
implemented in 2013 and 2014; to accurately and fully disclose to mailers and other stakeholders the savings resulting from
closed facilities, and to provide a more reliable estimate of future changes during the
notification process.
In its 2012 Advisory Opinion, the Commission pointed out that by identifying the
productivity levels of plants and by basing
closures and processing rearrangements
on measurable efficiency gains, the Postal
Service could do better than in its original
plan: save more money, maintain higher
service standard levels and keep more
plants operating.
In fact, the Commission’s analysis indicated that the Postal Service could undertake significant network improvements and
reap large cost savings while preserving
most current service levels. As a result, the
Commission urged the Postal Service to
carefully review the first set of plant clos-

See Postal Service – page 5
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Welcome Joy Barrett,
your new state deputy
By Joy Barrett
Area Deputy Master at Large
When Master Duane asked me to write
a bio of my Grange life, the first thing that
came to mind was,
well, this is not going to be very interesting, but then
I started writing
down everything
that I have accomplished in my nine
years with Sequim
Prairie Grange.
I had never
heard
of
the
Grange before moving to Sequim. Within a
year of moving from the east coast I joined
Sequim Prairie Grange. Since then I have

held the offices of Flora, Ceres and Master. I am currently serving my fifth term as
Master, my eighth year as chairperson for
our Handmade Craft Fair and chairperson
for the Elegant Flea, along with serving
on a number of committees and helping
out with other Grange events. As a member of Clallam County Pomona, I have
held the office of Family Living Chairperson and am currently the Treasurer. Other
Grange events I have been involved in: I
was Northwest District Director for Family
Living 2012-2013 and I have been on the
Convention Committee for 2013-2014.
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A look back

I am looking forward to this new adventure in my Grange life, seeing old friends,
making new friends, helping, learning and
a lot of laughing.

This photo was taken in April of 1980. The caption reads, “A
75th anniversary celebration requires the efforts of many people such as these who prepared and served the refreshments
in recognition of the achievement of the Spokane County Pomona.”
SO FAR THE ONLY ID WE’VE RECEIVED IS JANET HARRIS
SPACEK FROM CENTRAL GRANGE AS THE WOMAN IN THE
STRIPED SWEATER. ANYONE ELSE?
Recognize anyone? Let us know at dhammock@wa-grange.org.

December’s picture

This team from Thurston County Pomona installed Cowlitz County’s officers at Catlin Grange Dec. 20. Seated: Sharon Mathews. Second row: Karen
Jackson, Pam Mathews and Christie Vintilo. Third row: Denise McCartan,
Rick Nelson and Tony May. All members of the team save two are also state
officers.

Invite a friend to
join your Grange!
Pomona Calendar
CHELAN	����������������Feb. 12 at Beacon Hill; 5 p.m. visitation. Feb 14 at Bee Hive; 7
p.m. visitation.
CLALLAM	�������������Feb. 15 at Dry Creek; 5 p.m. potluck, 6 p.m. meeting.
CLARK	�������������������Feb. 11 at Fern Prairie; 6 p.m. potluck, 7 p.m. meeting.
COWLITZ	��������������Feb. 21 at Pleasant Hill; 6:30 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m. meeting.
PIERCE	������������������Feb. 7 at Collins; 10 a.m. meeting.
SKAGIT	������������������Feb. 4 at Fredonia; 7 p.m. meeting.
SUNNYSIDE	����������Feb. 7 at Buena; 2 p.m. friendship meeting.
THURSTON	�����������Feb. 5 at Violet Prairie; 7 p.m. meeting.
WHATCOM	�����������Feb. 17 at Ten Mile; baking contest. Entries taken 10 a.m. to
noon, 6 p.m. potluck, 6:45 p.m. baked items auction, 7 p.m.
meeting.
YAKIMA	�����������������Feb. 20 at Broadway; noon potluck, 1 p.m. meeting.

ALL WE’VE HEARD SO FAR IS THIS IS A HAS BEENS PRESENTATION AND THE MAN IN THE MIDDLE IS HENRY ROBERTS, PAST
OVERSEER, AND THE MAN IN THE CHAIR IS ERIE JONES, FATHER
OF WILMA BAKER AND A MEMBER OF CEDAR GRANGE.

Moving? Let us know!
Old Address (label should be on reverse of this form)
New Address
Your Name
Grange Name & Number

Please mail to:
Grange News
PO Box 1186
Olympia, WA
98507-1186
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Viewpoint
Public Utility Districts
celebrate 85 year s
To continue to successfully blaze the trail forward it is sometimes necessary to look to our past for guidance and inspiration. Eighty-five years ago
the Washington State Grange was instrumental in placing Initiative No. 1
before the state’s voters. It passed with 54 percent of the vote and established public utility districts to “conserve the water and power resources of
the State of Washington for the benefit of the people thereof, and to supply
public utility service, including water and electricity for all uses.” I encourage you to read about this powerful story of a group of like-minded Grangers whose passion, strength and belief in
making life better for everybody changed
our state forever. You can find this history in the book, “Washington Grangers
Celebrate a Century” by Gus Norwood.
This book never fails to make me proud
to be a member of the Washington State
Grange.
Brother Rusty Hunt and I have finished
the four Pomona Summit conferences
around the state. I am excited about the
enthusiasm shown by the attendees and
look forward to watching our Pomona
Granges work to “strengthen and aid”
the community Granges within their districts. One Pomona Grange which has reDuane Hamp
ally taken on the challenge and is setting
the bar high is Clark County; knowing
this group they will keep pushing the pedal to the metal and will challenge
the rest of you to keep up. Accept the challenge, strengthen your community and Pomona Granges and we all win! Thanks to all of you who took
the time to attend and to participate and a special thanks to the members
of Newaukum Grange #198 in Lewis County, Garden City Grange #280 in
Snohomish County, Williams Valley Grange #452 in Stevens County (Excelsior Pomona) and Outlook Grange #256 in Yakima County (Sunnyside
Pomona) for opening your halls and providing refreshments.
The kickoff meeting for our 126th annual convention was held in Ellensburg Jan. 18. The Central District has been working hard to prepare
and plans are well underway for a successful convention. I again challenge
every Grange in the state (Pomona, community and Junior) to be involved
one way or another.
Once again the Washington State Grange, along with the Idaho State
Grange, will be participating in the annual Spokane Ag Expo February 3-5
at the Spokane Convention Center. Please stop by our booth and say hi. I
look forward to seeing many Grangers and FFA members throughout the
three day event.
Together, we can and will make a difference!

State Grange Foundation
needs your contributions
The Washington State Grange Foundation would like to
ask you to consider making a tax-deductible contribution to the Washington State Grange Foundation Unrestricted Funds.
Unrestricted funds consist of resources available for the
various programs and administration of the Foundation which have not been restricted by a donor. In other
words, the Foundation can use these funds for emergency situations and more.
Contributions to the Foundation Unrestricted Funds account are the greatest need faced by the Foundation at
this time. Again, your donation to this 501(c) (3) is taxdeductible.
Make checks payable WSG Foundation Funds and mail
to WSG Foundation, PO Box 1186, Olympia, WA 98507-1186.

How the Governor’s proposed
tax increases could impact you
By Laura Tracy
Legislative Liaison
Washington lawmakers returned to
Olympia January 12 to debate a long list
of issues before the 2015 legislature. One
of the major items the legislature is tasked
with this session is reconciling a biennium
budget. In December, Gov. Jay Inslee released his $39 billion 2015-2017 biennium
budget plan that increases state spending
by $5 billion, a 15 percent increase from
the last biennium. His office predicts a
$2.35 billion budget shortfall in which he
proposes to reconcile with an aggressive
tax program.
In addition to raising taxes on bottled
water and cigarettes, his plan includes a
new tax on capital gains and a cap-andtrade program in which his office predicts
will result in $1.4 billion in new revenue
for the state over the two-year budget. The
new capital gains tax would impose a seven
percent tax on profits from sales of stocks
and bonds over $25,000 for individuals
and $50,000 for couples. Farms, forestry,
profits from retirement accounts and most
home sales would be exempt from the tax.
In what he asserts will reduce carbon
emissions in Washington, Inslee has proposed a cap-and-trade system that would
cap carbon emissions and charge large
industries for emissions above that level.
His proposal would allow companies to
purchase allowances or participate in offset projects. As time continues, the carbon cap would be lowered and companies
would face stricter carbon limits or an increased cost of carbon emissions. His plan
would cover about 130 of the top emitters
in Washington, which now emit about 85
percent of the state’s greenhouse gases and
include some food processors and fertilizer
manufacturers. He believes that this program would motivate companies to make
changes.
This proposal does not only affect industry, it could be far-reaching. Cap-andtrade is in fact a tax on emissions. As with
any imposed tax on business, the expense
is offset by a price increase. This means
higher costs for diesel, gasoline, natural
gas, electricity and groceries passed onto
the consumer.
It’s important to recognize how successful Washington has been in protecting our
environment. Our carbon emissions are
lower than they were 25 years ago and we
are the seventh cleanest state in the country. Because of public transportation and
carpooling, we drive less and use less gas
than almost any other state.

Grange E-mail Addresses
• State Master Duane Hamp:
dhamp@wa-grange.org
• Laura Tracy, Legislative Liaison
ltracy@wa-grange.org
• Sophia Keller, Executive Assistant: skeller@wa-grange.org
• Rebecca Scott, Receptionist:
rscott@wa-grange.org
• Cherri Crain, supplies:
ccrain@wa-grange.org
• Patti Cochran, Accountant:
pcochran@wa-grange.org
• Dan Hammock, Grange News:
grangenews@wa-grange.org
• Nancy Drake, Membership Records: ndrake@wa-grange.org

The Washington Climate Collaborative
has been formed to oppose Inslee’s policies and advocate cutting carbon emissions
through private sector innovations. To continue to reduce carbon in Washington, a
multifaceted approach includes public policies and private
sector investments
that promote innovation and new
clean-energy technologies.
They
believe a cap-andtrade program will
increase business
costs and punish
consumers.
Inslee faces a
tough battle in
Olympia with the
Laura Tracy
GOP controlling
the Senate. Representative Fitzgibbon of the 34th Legislative District and chair of the House Environment Committee held a public hearing
on HB 1314 Jan. 27 in which both industry
and consumers strongly voiced concerns.
If you would like weekly updates on this
issue and other legislative matters, please
email Laura Tracy at ltracy@wa-grange.
org or contact the office at 1-800-854-1635
to receive “Session Watch.”

Pierce the Elk waiting for
your challenge totals

A year ago, Washington State Grange
herd member Pierce the Elk challenged the
Washington State Grange and all community, Pomona and Junior Granges for 2014
to give to their local food bank. Pierce encouraged every Grange to consider giving
in one or all of three ways to their local
food bank:
1. Contribute financially.
2. Grow and/or glean and donate fresh
produce.
3. Volunteer time.
You were to keep track of the money
your Grange donated, the pounds of fresh
produce your Grange donated and the volunteer hours your Grange donated in 2014
to your local food bank. Now it’s time to
send those numbers in to pierce@grange.
org.
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How Grange Youth can help Grange
adults get help with health insurance

A team from Lewis County installed Thurston County’s slate of 2015 officers.
Pictured front row left to right: Margie Read, Musician; Ed Armit, Emblem
Bearer; and Chris Schaefer, Chaplain. Back row left to right: Leah Bardal,
Grand Marshal; Karen Jackson, Regalia Bearer; Shavanna Burlingame, Installing Officer; and Terry Abbot, Master.

Celebrate spring at WCD
annual plant sale and expo
Come and join in on a celebration of
spring by purchasing low cost native plants
at Whatcom Conservation District’s Annual Plant Sale and Expo. This year there
will be 40 different species of native, bareroot trees and shrubs along with a variety
of potted perennials. Some of this year’s
species include yellow and western red cedars, Puget Sound juniper, western larch,
garry oak, red elderberry, red flowering
currant, beaked hazelnut, and more. Once
again, several local nursery vendors and
environmental organizations will be there
to provide even more plant purchasing options. The festivities include a variety of
fun, earth-friendly educational opportunities, entertainment, and food.
The Whatcom Conservation District
(WCD) is currently accepting pre-orders
for its Native Plant Sale. Plants are sold in
bundles during the pre-order period. Preorders must be received at the WCD office
by Monday March 16 and require a $100
minimum purchase. A 50 percent deposit
is due upon pre-order placement. Payment
can be made by cash, check, or credit card.
Pre-order pick up will be available before
the open sale Friday, March 27 between

9 a.m. and 3 p.m. at the site of the sale.
Orders can also be picked up at the Open
Sale, Saturday, March 28. Order forms and
plant descriptions are available on WCD’s
website www.whatcomcd.org or requested
from the WCD office at (360) 526-2381 or
e-mail WCD@whatcomcd.org.
Plants can also be purchased individually at our open sale. All day of sale purchases are on a first-come, first-serve basis
March 28 from 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. The sale
will be held on the campus of Whatcom
Community College at 237 W. Kellogg Rd.
at the Roe Studio.
The purpose of the WCD’s annual plant
sale is to promote the stewardship and conservation of our natural resources. Planting
native trees and shrubs can provide many
positive benefits to your property and the
natural environment such as improved
water quality, enhanced fish and wildlife
habitat, reduction of wind and soil erosion,
cleaner air, reduction of energy costs, and
beautification of your property! Additionally, proceeds from the plant sale support
the WCD’s conservation education programs.

Check with the Grange’s Agent of
Record for the best deals in Grange
Endorsed health insurance programs

The Washington State Grange is proud to announce Michael
Tobeck of Michael Tobeck and Associates as the new Agent of
Record for past, present, and future members of the Washington
State Grange Endorsed Health Insurance Programs.
The products that will be offered our members include Long
Term Care, Home Health Care plans, Medicare Supplement
plans, Annuities and Major Medical plans and most will offer an
Association discount to our members and their families.
Michael Tobeck is not new to our Washington State Grange
members; he has been involved with the Grange for the past
several years offering these plans. Michael lives in Spokane and
travels the entire state servicing our members.
Michael’s local phone number is (509) 242-3505 and for all other
members there is a toll free number, 1-888-981-7174. His office
address is 624 West Hastings Road, Suite 3, Spokane, Wash.
99218 and his mailing address is P.O. Box 18404, Spokane,
Washington 99228.

Purpose
This document provides step-by-step
instructions on how Grange Youth can
use the online “Find Local Help” tool on
Healthcare.gov to help connect Grange
members to local Health Insurance Marketplace resources in their area.
The Health Insurance Marketplace helps
people without health coverage enroll in
a high-quality plan. In all states, there are
people and organizations in the community who can meet with individuals and
help them to apply, pick a plan, enroll, and
answer questions. The “Find Local Help”
online tool helps to identify these assisters
the community.
Need Help?
If you need help with the online “Find
Local Help” tool call the Health Insurance
Marketplace Call Center (number below)
or find help in your area. You can also call
the Health Insurance Marketplace Call
Center if someone you know wants to start
or finish an application, compare plans, enroll or ask a question.
Health Insurance Marketplace Call Center: 1-800-318-2596; TTY: 1-855-8894325
Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Closed Memorial Day, July 4th, and Labor
Day.
Summary Instructions to find an organization in your area using “Find
Local Help”
Step 1: Go to “Find Local Help”
• To get personal help applying for health
coverage and to get a list of local help in
your area, go to Find Local Help - URL:
https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/.
Step 2: Get personal help applying for
health coverage
• In the search field enter the City and
State or Zip Code.
Step 3: Which best describes the situation?
• Click on one of the following three
choices:
Which best describes you? (Select one)

• I need help getting coverage for myself
or my family
• I need help or have specific questions
about Medicaid and/or CHIP
• I need help getting coverage for a small
business I own or operate
Step 4: After one of these options is selected, a list of organizations in your area
will be displayed on the screen.
Step-by-step directions
Step 1: Go to “Find Local Help”
• To get personal help applying for health
coverage and to get a list of local help in
your area, go to https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/.
Step 2: Get personal help applying for
health coverage
• In the search field enter City and State
or Zip Code of where the person you are
helping lives. Tip: Enter the Zip code first.
If no results appear, enter city and state.
• Hit the “Enter” key
Step 3: Which best describes the situation?
• Click on one of the three choices which
best describes the situation of the person
you are helping:
• I need help getting coverage for myself
or my family
• I need help or have specific questions
about Medicaid and/or CHIP
• I need help getting coverage for a small
business I own or operate
• Then click on the green “Show Results” button.
Step 4: A list of organizations in your
area will be displayed on the screen.
• Scroll down and choose an organization. Contact information will be displayed
for each organization. Tip: You can call
the number listed under the organization
name to get more information about getting
health insurance through the Health Insurance Marketplace.
Troubleshooting
• After entering a zip code or city and

See Grange Youth – page 5

Grange Exchange
PROPERTY

WANTED

Malden 18 vacant lots, square block,
paved main street, water, telephone,
power on curb, tall trees, viewing Pine
Creek, trails, terms. (509) 467-4381.

www.IBuyGasPumps.com

HAVE AN OLD BARN that’s falling
apart? We’ll remove it for FREE
and pay YOU! (253) 973-1892.

MINIATURE DONKEY
Miniature Donkey Registered $800,
4 months old. Parents are on site.
www.baxterbarn.org, (425) 765-7883.

www.IBuyOldSigns.com
ANY SIZE! ANY CONDITION! ANYWHERE!
#610 Tyler Granger ‘Dave’ comes to
you and will pay fair cash prices for
Antique signs and service station/
gas/oil items from OLD Auto, Marine,
Aero, Farm, RR and Racing. 1900-1970
gas pumps & related. (509) 847-5893

WANTED

WANTED: Antque flywheel gasoline
hit and miss engines (Economy,
Fairbanks,
Morse,
etc.)
(360)
748-7643,
cell
(360)
520-6324.

WANTED:
Antique
American
motorcycle parts; antique mechanical
slot machine parts; Model A complete
or parts. Will pay reasonable prices.
antiqlovar@aol.com, (360) 896-5227.

WANTED:
YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
IN THE GRANGE EXCHANGE! FILL
OUT THE FORM BELOW AND SELL
OR FIND ITEMS AT A FRACTION OF
THE COST OF MOST NEWSPAPERS.

Let us help you buy or sell with a classified ad!
Cost per word		
one month		
4 or more
	  Regular		  $ .30			  $ .25
	  Boxed			 
.60			
.50
Centered or reversed text		
$1.50/line
Minimum for one month		
$3.75
Word count: A hyphen, space or / creates separate words, except for phone numbers which
count as one word.
Deadline: First Monday in each month. Ads must be paid in advance. (Tear sheets not sent for
classified.)
Ad copy (or attach copy) _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
No. words ________ @ rate $ ._______ x # months ______ = $_____________ (enclosed)
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AN EYE ON MEMBERSHIP

Communication? What’s that?
By Rusty Hunt
Membership Director
How do you communicate with others? It is very important to each of us to be able
to communicate. It is also very important that we are able to receive communications
or be communicated with. Now there are many ways to communicate with others and
we all have lots of ways of receiving communications, so it won’t surprise you that I
see the word “communication” as a very broad term that most generally needs to be
followed by a more specific explanation of
what kind of communication we are talking about.
“We need to work on our communication” is most generally used when we
don’t like the way someone is NOT communicating with us. Do we take any responsibility in this statement that we need
to be trying to communicate by receiving
the communications?
Let’s talk about us in the Grange now.
We all have our expectation of how we
think the communication should flow.
We expect to receive communications in
a certain format or on a certain method.
Almost without exceptions all the new Granges that I have started or worked with
others to start ask for all their members e-mail address. They want to be able to get
information out the quickest and easiest way possible. E-mails are not required for
membership in the Grange and many longtime active Granges still have members
that don’t have an e-mail address. So how do these members coexist with the ones
that want to communicate by e-mail? What about Grange on the internet? We have
websites, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the list goes on and on. I see Junior
Grangers and their families posting their Grange activities online. I follow Granges
all over the United State on Facebook and see pictures of their programs and read post
about their activities. I see their meeting reminders and dinner times posted. Many
more of them are using these electronic forms of communication to keep their members and potential new members informed of what, when and how they are doing.
This is a good example of communicating with people in their preferred format. Most
Grangers that I ask “how many of today’s teens and young adults get on the internet
daily?” tell me “100 percent”! Now I don’t know that for sure but I will say I think
the percentage is high. How many of us want teens and young adults as members of
our Granges? If so, then we need to learn to communicate electronically and use the
most popular formats to touch them.
We do not want to forget the members that do not communicate electronically
and prefer the telephone or US Postal Service. We need to continue to communicate
with them in their preferred format. Many of these Grangers deserve our admiration
and respect because without them and their long term commitment to the Grange we
wouldn’t have a Grange.
As a person that is on staff of the Washington State Grange and tries to communicate with each member in their preferred format, I sometimes get lost in which one
is best for that particular member. But I do try my best at most forms of communication. I know that the Washington State Grange has a website, is on Facebook, has a
live person to answer the phone and still sends out hundreds of letters. We are trying
to make ourselves as accessible as possible to different forms of communication and
use different forms of communication to make our information available to all our
members.
Communication is different to all and we need to remember that and be patient with
each other. We need to share our communication expectations with our Grange and
help facilitate the best forms of communication for our members. And if you are so
inclined I would encourage a resolution to the delegates at the annual convention with
any proposed changes you would like to see.

Grange Youth can
help their elders with
health insurance

Mt. Valley Grange and North Clark Historical Museum co-hosted the 27th annual community celebration honoring veterans Nov. 8. Boy Scout Troop #349
presented the colors. Jethro Abatayo and Logan Gilbert were recognized for
their documentary about Vietnam War veterans, which won a History Day
competition at the local, state and national levels. Veterans were asked to
stand and introduce themselves. Here Family Living Chair Judy Steigmann
and Chaplain Susan Courtney work the pie and ice cream social that preceded the event.

Get a head start booking convention lodging

The following motels are convenient to the 2015 Ellensburg convention site.
Comfort Inn, 1722 South Canyon Road, (509) 925-7037, rate $90-$125, contact Amanda
Kreadier.
Cedars Inn, 1300 North Dolarway Road, (509) 396-9979, rate $134-149, contact Jessica
at (509) 420-1246.
Holiday Inn Express, 1620 South Canyon Road, (509) 925-9800, rate $149.99 if booked
two weeks ahead of time, continental breakfast.
Quality Inn, 1700 Canyon Road, (509) 925-9800, rate $79, contact Brulle, complimentary breakfast, indoor pool, restaurant and lounge.
Super 8, 1500 Canyon Road, (509) 962-6888, rate 1 bed $63 2 beds $72, complimentary
breakfast, indoor pool, pet friendly, kids younger than 17 stay free.
Hampton Inn, 2705 Triple L Loop, (509) 933-1600, rate 1 bed $129 2 beds $139, complimentary breakfast, pool, exercise room.

W

GranGe
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–From page 4

state you may be directed to visit another
website. Example below. A Green box stating “Visit Your State Marketplace” will
appear. Click on the button to be directed
to your state’s Marketplace. Once on your
state’s webpage, look for a customer service number or information on in person
assisters to get more help in locating local
resources in your area.

We
Proudly Endorse
Grange Insurance
Association

BYLAWS CHANGES
Camas Valley Grange #842 will meet
Feb. 14 at 5:30 p.m. to vote on changing
the dues amount to catch up with
National Grange’s recent increase.
From the beginning,
the Grange was an
organization developed
to protect farmer’s
interests and to
encourage working
with others while

supporting the private
enterprise system. The
success of these
cooperative efforts led
to many ventures, one
cooperative venture
that still exists today -

Grange Insurance Association
Your State Grange Proudly Endorses GIA
Quality Insurance Products
Competitive Pricing
Professional Prompt Claims Service
For Preferred Risks
To locate an agent near you call
800-247.2643 or log on to
www.grange.com and use the agent
locator.

LIGHTSABER
HOTH
MOS EISLEY
PRINCESS LEIA
JAR JAR
BLASTER
GREEDO

CHEWBACCA
DARTH MAUL
SEBULBA
OWEN LARS
PALPATINE
DEATH STAR

TATOOINE
QUI-GON
BIGGS
LANDO
BOSS NASS
JABBA THE HUTT

DARTH VADER
LUKE SKYWALKER
WATTO
DAGOBAH
BOBA FETT
YODA

6

WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS

GRANGE LEGISLATIVE DAY DRAFT AGENDA
Thursday March 5, 2015

8:00 am- 9:00 am
			
9:00 am- Noon
Noon- 1:30 pm
1:30 pm- 5:00 pm
			

Continental Breakfast/ Legislative Briefing at
Grange Building
Committee Hearing or Legislator Appointments
Lunch at Capital
Capitol Tour/ Committee Hearing or Legislator
Appointments

At their Dec. 6 Christmas party, Skagit Valley Grange members were honored for their many years of service. Pictured left to right: Eunice Jenkins,
65 years; Norm Mitchell, 55 years; and Mary Hall, 60 years. Unable to attend
were Brenda Lanphere, 25 years; Ray Koenig, 50 years; Pete Nichols, 55
years; Wanda Freeling, 55 years; and Roger Hall, 60 years.
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The Curlew and Republic community enjoyed Eagle Cliff
Grange’s community Christmas party in December. Kids of all
ages enjoyed Santa, a turkey dinner and games, despite the fact
the power went out 30 minutes before the event was scheduled
to begin. Games included a cakewalk and a fish pond where
kids caught prizes.

Christmas
at the
Grange
Bottom left: Pictured are new officers and a
few members at Adna Grange’s Santa Breakfast.
Left: Bruce Brouillard gets his first visit with
Santa Claus at South Union Grange. Bruce is
the son of South Union member Mary Brouillard and grandson to Area Deputy at Large
Christie Vintilo.
Below: Green Bluff Grange Master Doug Davis gets his turn with Santa.

Above: Clark County Pomona members traveled to Learning Avenues Child Care Center
in Vancouver and gave the children gifts,
hats and scarfs. Dave Johson played the
role of Santa, and Janette Cejka played the
misses.
Below: State Executive Committeeman Rick
Nelson gets into the spirit at South Union
Grange’s Christmas party.
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GRANGE HISTORY, PART 29

Early history and development of public power in the State of Washington
By Ted Lloyd
State Grange Deputy (October 1955)
The following report follows last month’s
report from the 1930’s on the same subject.
The Grange has often been referred to
as the father of public power because of its
battle with the private power monopoly for
over 50 years.
That the northwest should be the battleground was inevitable. The State of Washington is richly endowed with one-fifth of
all the potential hydroelectric power in the
nation.
In the early 1920’s, an intolerable situation existed in the rural areas. Farmers
were compelled to milk their cows by hand,
pump water with clumsy gas engines, and
in fact, all of the more modern plumbing
and house equipment was denied the country because the power companies refused
to expend and put in line extensions without charging exorbitant sums to the farmer.
When the fight began, every city had
(and still has) the right to decide by vote
whether it preferred municipal or private
power distribution. Largely by this right,
every city enjoyed a rate much lower than
the rural areas.
There were cases where certain rural
areas were paying over twenty cents per
KWH and thousands of farmers were without any source of electricity. The power
companies, when approached, told the
farmers if they would dig up one thousand
dollars each, they would run lines out to
them. It was just such things as this that
caused the Grange to enter the fight and
pass resolutions for legislation.
In Seattle, a man named J. D. Ross appeared as the champion of the people and
the father of “City Light.” The city decided
to make an attempt of the kind about which
Ross was so firmly insistent. As early as
1902, a contract was let and construction
of a hydro-electric plant on the Cedar River started. Light and power started to flow
from the plant on October 4, 1904.
Cut Rates Start: When the city first fixed
its rate at 12 cents per KWH, the private
company immediately dropped to the same
rate. At first, the private power interests
looked upon this move with easy superiority of wealth and power, but in the next
forty years, they found themselves at bay

against and intelligent and awakened public.
By 1911, the City of Tacoma was operating its plants, had taken over private plants
and the joint efforts of Tacoma and Seattle
legislators resulted in a law to accommodate farmers and others near the transmission lines, allowing the cities to sell outside
their limits.
Rates in Seattle were being reduced due
to the efficiency of the Cedar River system. Growth was very rapid, and in 1914
an election was called for a bond issue to
build another plant at Lake Cushman.
Trust Fights Back: The Power Trust,
now fully aware of the danger, defeated the
bond issue. Both in 1915 and 1917, private
power used the Tate legislators, which it
dominated, to kill the laws enabling cities to sell power outside their city limits.
Against those legislative defeats, a Seattle
victory in 1920 stood out as a milestone.
The Skagit River site was in the hands of
the Stone and Webster interests, who were
holding the property without making any
improvements.
Ross Goes to Washington, D. C.: Ross
went to Washington, D.C., to the Department of Agriculture, argued loud and long
that the city was ready and willing to put
in the dam, and, after a hot fight in which
J. D. is reputed to have worn out several
pair of shoes going through the halls of the
Agriculture Building, the Congress and
the White House, his efforts bore fruit.
On Christmas Day, 1918, Seattle citizens
opened a gift package from Uncle Sam and
found the Skagit Power rights inside.
Interest now turned from Cedar River
to the Skagit, where a multiple system of
dams (Gorge, Diablo and Ruby) was blueprinted, giving the city a power capacity
greater than that of Boulder Dam.
Resentment against the domination be
exercised by the Power Trust, along with
success of the Ontario system in Canada,
was creating strong sentiment in the state
for public ownership. Grange leaders such
as Fred Chamberlain were in the lead, and
the “Super Power League of Washington”
was formed in 1921. After many meetings,
it was agreed that the debt limitations in
our state constitution made a state-owned
system such as Ontario’s impossible here.
The county unit plan which we now know
as the PUD’s was adopted instead.
Grange Protests: In 1922 the Washington
State Grange met in Yakima and protested

GRANGES WITH
MEMBERSHIP GAINS

December 2014/January 2015

Spring Hill Grange member Eileen
Clouse was presented her 75-year
membership award by Master Bill
Weiss and Secretary Nancy Weiss
Oct. 8 at the Harbor Crest Care Center. She served as secretary for 51
years and worked in the progress
room at a number of state conventions.
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Lummi Island #925
Orcas Island #964		
Selah Heights #608
Quimper #720		
Chumstick #819		
MossyRock #355		
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against the “ready to serve” charge of the
Pacific Power & Light Company of $200
per horsepower per month added to the
charge for power used in irrigation.
By this time, a new champion of public
power in the person of Homer T. Bone was
beginning to make his influence felt, and
he went down to the State Legislature from
Tacoma. At that time, he had no knowledge
of what was in store for him, and that, as
the final climax, he would be sent back to
Washington, D. C. as our United States
Senator.
From 1923 on, for seven years, the tide
of battle for public ownership rocked back
and forth in our State Legislature.
In December, the Municipal League of
Seattle issued a call for a statewide hydroelectric conference, at the request of the
State Grange, the Federation of Labor and
the American Legion. More than 200 attended the meeting, out of which a committee of 25 was elected. The committee decided that the Bone Bill should be drafted,
and that the full force of the organization
should be exerted to pass the bill, advocating public ownership by counties.
At the 1924 State Grange Convention,

and each succeeding meeting until 1928,
resolutions were passed for public ownership of hydro-electric light and power, favoring initiation to the legislature of a power measure authorizing creation of Public
Utility Districts for acquisition and development of the water resources of the state.
Finally in 1928, reports showed that
funds were being arranged for a vigorous
campaign, with City Light, the Grange, labor and others lining up.
Homer Bone, W. D. Lane, James Bradford, Clyde Ridell and Fred Chamberlain
then sat down and drafted the District
Power Bill. The Grange and others circulated petitions and sixty thousand signatures were filed with the Secretary of State,
who presented it to the people. In 1930, the
Public Utility Law was passed, and is generally referred to as the P.U.D. Law. This
law gave the people the right to organize
by vote a municipal corporation in each
county or part of a county, with three commissioners whose powers closely parallel
those of the city power commissioners.
The bill also provided for condemnation.
Next month: The Columbia Basin.

On December 12 Snohomish County Pomona delivered much needed items
to the Volunteers of America in Everett. They included 40 diddy bags (personal care items), 20 afghans, 77 hats and 12 hugs in a quilt , 15 teddy bears,
and 7 crochet baby outfits. Many of the items crochet were made by Meta
Rogers with the help of donated yarns from Mickey Graham and others. Pictured are Meta Rogers, Lorraine Herr, Dianna Engeseth and Jan Anderson.

Your 2015 Program
Handbook is Nearby
This year’s Washington
State Grange Program Handbook is available through department heads and as an online publication. It is right at
your fingertips at any time on
the State Grange website.
Refer to the Handbook often
for details about contests and
programs from each Grange
department. Valuable information about Grange Foundation and GIA scholarships is
also in the handbook.

WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE
PROGRAM HANDBOOK 2015

In Essentials,
Unity;
In Non-Essentials,
Liberty;
In All Things,
Charity

WASHINGTON
STATE GRANGE

P.O. BOX 1186
924 CAPITOL WAY SOUTH #300
OLYMPIA, WA 98507

(360) 943-9911
(800) 854-1635
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
e-mail:
grange@wa-grange.org

http://www.wa-grange.org/
ProgramHandbook2015.pdf
Download the Handbook file to your PC for
ready access.
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Grange Connection
CLARK COUNTY
Mt. Valley Grange will meet Feb. 14 for
a 10:30 a.m. meeting followed by a potluck. Members continue to make improvements to the hall. Meals on Wheels Senior
Lunch is served every Wednesday.
FERRY COUNTY
Eagle Cliff Grange welcomed 13 new
members recently, a dozen of whom were
obligated Jan. 15. Those obligated were
Shelly and Dale Allen, Ashley and John
Beaman, Ed Borte, Chris Blair,
Bailee Phillips and Jacob Dailey, Nora and Matt Davis, Jill
Davis and Kaleb Thompson.
The one member not present
was Matt Hamric as he was
working out of state.
FRANKLIN COUNTY
Columbia Valley Grange
met Jan. 8. The Junior Grange
now meets at 5 p.m. preceding
the regular subordinate Grange
potluck and meeting. An application for
membership was received and accepted.
The Old Time Fiddlers will perform at the
hall Feb. 21 and dinner will be available.
The next meeting is slated for Feb. 12.
GRAYS HARBOR/PACIFIC COUNTIES
Elma Grange hosted a crafters corner
Jan. 10-11. Another event is scheduled for
Feb. 7-8.
Humptulips Grange held their annual
Christmas dinner with an excellent crowd
in attendance. The Grange was presented
with a 5-year Distinguished Grange Award
and a Distinguished Grange Youth Group
Award for the second year. The Grange
hosted a Christmas gift card game night
to benefit the local 4-H club in December.
Members enjoyed their annual pancake
dinner at the January meeting. The Grange
has agreed to terms with the Lake Quinault
School District to purchase the Humptulips
Community Center to be their new Grange
hall. February events will include Valentines game night Feb. 7 and gift card bingo
to benefit the local 4-H club Feb. 20. Plans
are progressing for the annual dinner/auc-

Pomona News
CLARK COUNTY
Pomona visited Learning Avenues
Child Care Center in Vancouver Dec. 9.
Dave Johnson played Santa, Janette Cejka
played Mrs. Claus, and “elves” Georgene
Neal and Darrel Johnson delivered toys,
hats and scarves to 72 children. Not all the
kids were there but Santa made sure he left
gifts for all the kids. Sandy Ruff made the
crocheted toys and some of the hats and
scarves, but most of the latter two items
came from the Keep Washington Warm
tree at the state convention.
GRAYS HARBOR/PACIFIC COUNTIES
Pomona Grange members baked pies for
the Union Gospel Mission in Aberdeen for
Thanksgiving. They will hold a bake sale
at the swap meet at the Elma Fairgrounds
Feb. 7-8. Basket game night will be held
at the Olympic View Grange Hall March
28. The next Pomona meeting will include
the baking and candy contests and will be
March 14 at the Elma Grange.
SKAGIT COUNTY
Pomona met Dec. 3 at Samish Valley
amid festive Christmas decorations. Members voted to send $100 each to the Argus
Fund and the Skagit Valley Herald Christmas Fund. The next meeting will be held at
4 p.m. at Fredonia.
THURSTON COUNTY
Pomona met at Black Lake Grange Dec.
4. The meeting was preceded by a festive
Christmas dinner. A team from Thurston
Count, assisted by State Overseer Karen
Jackson, traveled to Catlin Grange Dec.
20 to install Cowlitz County officers. The
next meeting will be Feb. 6 at South Bay
Grange at 7 p.m.

tion fund raising event to be held March 21.
North River Grange members collected
66 books for the Timberland Library Reading Tree. The Grange continues to operate
the North River Food Bank. Luminaries
were lit at the local cemetery for Christmas.
The Grange hosted a community Christmas potluck dinner. Prizes were donated to
the local nursing home for game activities,
along with “hugs in a blanket,” gifts and
cards for soldiers, and monetary donations
to a variety of charities.
North Willapa Harbor
Grange held a successful
Christmas dinner. Plans are underway for spring fund raising
events.
Olympic View Grange
members baked pies for the
Union Gospel Mission and
sent Christmas cards to veterans’ homes. A garage sale is
planned at the Grange hall for
the first weekend in March. Other fund
raising events are planned for the near future.
Satsop Grange holds their flea markets
the first weekend of each month.
Sharon Grange is making plans for their
annual oyster dinner to be held April 11.
Willapa Valley Grange held a community forum on Jan. 14 to discuss the
future of their Grange. Members donated
six filled Christmas stockings for local servicemen. Hygiene items were collected for
the Union Gospel Mission.
JEFFERSON COUNTY
Quimper Grange held three well attended educational programs last year.
Again Quimper delivered a ton of produce
from their garden to local food banks. The
annual square dance fundraiser was held
Dec. 31. Hall improvements continue.
LEWIS COUNTY
Adna Grange members mourn the loss
of Lecturer Bonnie Scherer in September
and that of her husband, Assistant Steward
Bob, in December. Members thank Deputy at Large Shavanna Burlingame for her
assistance in getting Adna back in order.
The Grange will host the Lewis County
Bluegrass Jam and Stage show Feb. 7 at 2
p.m. Dinner will be breakfast for supper,
served from 5-6 p.m. Following dinner will
be more music. A potato bake is slated for
Feb. 28, 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit Valley Grange members held
their annual Christmas party Dec. 6. Members donated new toys to Toys for Tots. A
food drive was also held with 1,000 pounds
collected. It was split between the Alger
Food Bank and the Helping Hands Food
Bank in Sedro Woolley.
SNOHOMISH COUNTY
Horseshoe Grange’s auxiliary wrapped
gifts for 13 members of the Snohomish
Chalet in December. Each received at least
one gift plus a $5 gift card at a local fast
food restaurant. They were delivered by
George and Santa Keough. Horseshoe has
been doing this project for 20 years. Members Vicky Busser, Lorraine Herr, Dianna
Engeseth and Santa Keough put a display
in the Woodinville Library informing the
public of the Grange and its community involvement. Two more displays are planned,
including one for Grange Month.
SPOKANE COUNTY
Green Bluff Grange hosted the annual
Christmas party Dec. 13. The event was
sponsored by Green Bluff, the Methodist
Church, the Home Economics Club and
Direct Marketing Association. Marines
came to collect the Toys for Tots. Kids got
to visit with Santa and got goodie bags.
The gift exchange for members was Dec.
18, which doubled as a planning session
for 2015. The charter was draped for Helen
Laws, Lloyd Andrews and Marilyn Jorgenson Jan. 6. Junior Grangers meet every second Friday.
McIntosh Grange members are plan-

ning to deliver dictionaries to third graders at Freeman Elementary School. Members joined the Christmas on the Palouse
event with a craft sale the first weekend in
December. Kevin Fricke and Lisa Bowen
were presented membership awards at the
holiday potluck. Members donated school
supplies, blankets, burp cloths and pillows
to the My Bag program and packed bags
for foster children.
STEVENS COUNTY
Addy Grange will celebrate its 100th
birthday March 26, 2016. Members are putting together a recipe book and is requesting submissions from all Grangers. Submit
recipes to addygrange603@hotmail.com
(preferred method) or mail to Addy Grange
c/o Lisa Smalley, 1380 Main Street, Addy,
WA 99101. Include your name and Grange
name and number.
THURSTON COUNTY
South Union Grange held their annual
Christmas party Dec. 13. Highlights include a food bank collection, a Christmas
carol sing along and a visit from Santa
(Mat Jackmond). A 40-year membership
seal was presented to Christie Vintilo. A
representative from St. Pauly Textile will
explain their clothing collection program
at South Union’s next meeting, Feb. 17 at
7 p.m.

At Outlook Grange’s annual Booster
Night in November, Benjamin Moore
(right), received his 80-year certificate from the Washington State
Grange for continuous membership. He also received a letter from
the National Grange Master, Ed Luttrell, congratulating him for attaining this milestone. Presenting the
letter is Master Lawrence Meeker
(left) and seated in the middle is one
of Ben’s granddaughters.

Register now for Women
in Agriculture conference
Registration is open for the fourth annual
installment of Washington State University
Extension’s Women in Agriculture conference.
The conference is Saturday, Feb. 21 at a
number of locations across the state. This
year’s event will include speakers, inspiring stories, practical advice for improving
farm management skills and networking
with other women producers.
The theme this year is Making Sense of
Marketing; because everyone has a story
that needs to be told to promote agriculture.
Speakers this year include:
Emily Asmus from Welcome Table
Farms in Walla Walla. She will showcase
how Welcome Table Farms keeps their
brand fresh to build interest and loyalty.
Learn what tools and techniques are critical to their marketing plan.

CresComm InterNET Services
Qwest DSL • Nationwide 56k
Dial-up Access
www.crescomm.net • 800-562-0036
info@crescomm.net

CLARK’S CHAMBERS
BED & BREAKFAST INN
Bob Clark

322 Clark Rd., Sequim, WA 98382 • (360) 683-4431
clacha@olypen.com

Erica Mills from Claxon Marketing in
Seattle. Erica know every woman can and
should have a consistently compelling way
to describe her farm business. She knows
this isn’t easy and will help farms of all
shapes and sizes tackle this tough challenge.
There is a registration fee of $30 that
includes a light breakfast, lunch, handouts
and tools you can use. The event is going
on in 28 locations in Washington, Oregon,
Idaho and Alaska. To find the conference
near you, visit www.womeninag.wsu.edu
or contact Donna Rolen at (509) 745-8531.

HAVE YOU
SENT IN
YOUR 2015
DUES?
Endorsed
By Your Grange
These quality services have been
approved for all members of the
Grange in Washington State

IT PAYS TO BE A GRANGER!
See your local GIA
agent for all auto,
homeowners & farm
insurance needs.
1-800-2GRANGE • www.grange.com

We are small, family-run farm
dedicated to raising happy animals,
producing the highest quality feed
products, and demonstrating
sustainable farming practices.

www.chsinc.com

Long-Term Care Insurance
Annuities
Home Health Care Coverage
FARM STORE
Feed & Supplies

10-5, Tue-Sat

FARM TOURS
By Appointment

10-4, Tue-Sat

31929 SE 44th St
Fall City, WA 98024
(425) 765-7883

BAXTERBARN.ORG

Michael Tobeck and Associates

1-888-981-7174
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Ideas for 2015 convention
activities coming together
By Codi Titus
Junior Grange Director
Yipee, another column. Yes, that is how
I am feeling. Stay positive, stay positive.
Well I do have a lot of items I do want to
report on.
First, Sunday the 18th I travelled to Ellensburg with the
State Master to
go to the kickoff
meeting for the
2015 convention.
A special shout
out to Eva Mae,
always good to see
one of my favorite
Junior Granges.
Looking forward
to a great convention. I always have Codi Titus
100 ideas and
hope that at least
20 of them are utilized. Poor Duane got to
witness my random, abstract brainstorming all day. He probably needed today to
recover. Anyway, two items to think about:
1. We will be selling breakfast Thursday,

Friday and Saturday morning. Why me? I
love to sleep in. Oh well it will be fun. I
am thinking probably biscuits and gravy.
Anyone want to help? 2. Be sure and bring
your bathing suit. Right next to the fairgrounds is an indoor pool. I am going to
work on getting us a screaming weekend
rate. Theme for the week: Junior Grange
Rodeo Roundup!
Second brainstorm: I want all our Junior
Granges to get interested in geocaching.
You can get more information at geocaching.com. I think it would be awesome if
each Junior Grange hid their own treasure
on their Grange property. Think of all the
visits to Granges we could get. I am going
to start one with our Junior Grange. Share
your adventures.
Morgan Browning and Janice are going
to North River Junior Grange to present
them their charter. I am so excited to hear
about their adventures. I hope they post
pictures. Congratulations to our newest junior grange.
Hope the winter has been as kind to you
as it has to us in Washtucna. Looking forward to seeing you in June. Carry on!

Grange Websites
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
www.nationalgrange.org

And be sure to like us on Facebook!

Youth Weekend slated for late March
By Jerry Gwin
Youth Director
The Youth Team for 2015 includes Debbie Smith, Brittney Oliver, Rick and Terry
Ferguson, Leah Bardal, and Nick Oliver.
Nick and Leah are the current State Grange
Youth Ambassadors. The team will serve
as resources for
youth department
questions, help,
and guidance.
The plan for
this year’s Youth
Weekend is to
hold the event
March 27-29 in
Whatcom County
(Bellingham). The Jerry Gwin
exact location is
still being worked
out. We will arrive in the late afternoon and
evening of March 27 and depart at 12 noon
March 29. The schedule of activities is being planned and will include a workshop
on resolution writing.
The goal of the resolution writing workshop is to provide our youth with hands on
experience in writing resolutions and then
to review the process necessary to introduce that resolution in their subordinate

Recent Postal Service
cuts could adversely
impact rural businesses
Washington Grange held a Christmas dinner Dec. 17. During the dinner, Master Georgia Goff presented a Moulton Falls Winery certificate to Ruth Anne
Lance for helping other officers who were unable to perform their duties due
to health reasons. Goff also presented a $50 McMinnimen’s gift card to Karen
and Jay Edwards for their hard work to make the Grange’s 125th anniversary
a success. Pictured left to right are Georgia Goff, Karen and Jay Edwards
and Ruth Anne Lance.

Lecturer conferences wrapping up,
contest season fast approaching
By Tom Gwin
State Lecturer
I am nearly compete with the 2015 Lecturer conferences. Lecturer packets were
distributed at the conferences. If your Pomona was not represented, the packets
were put in the mail to you. Please review
the packet and utilize the information provided. It is my intent to make your job as
the Lecturer of your subordinate or Pomona Grange easier by providing the packet
of material for your use.
Contest season
will be upon us
before you know
it! The first contest
for most Granges
will be the creative
writing
contest.
We have expanded
the former poetry
contest to include
essays and short
stories, thus the
change in contest
title. This year’s Tom Gwin
theme is “Barns.”
Entries are open to
both Grange members and non-members
and should be mailed to my home address
by April 1. Poetry entries have a maximum
of 300 words, while essays and short stories have a maximum of 500 words. All entries should be typed or neatly printed. Af-

ter judging, select entries will be used for
our creative writing booklet. The booklet
will be on sale at the convention.
All Pomona Granges should have their
art/craft and photography contests scheduled. Pomona Lecturers should notify all
subordinate/community Grange lecturers
of the date, time, and location of the Pomona contests. Next month, I will start
listing those contest dates in this column.
Rules for these contests are listed in the
State Grange Program Handbook and in
the Lecturer Packet. The best of class purple ribbon winners in each class will then
be eligible for the state contests in June. If
you have contest entries and have an inactive Pomona Grange, please contact me.
I will work with you to be sure that your
participants are eligible for state contest
participation.
It’s not too early to start working on
your community service report. Start listing your projects now and go over the list
several times so you don’t forget a project.
A clear concise description of each project
should be included in your report. Indicate
how many Grange members participated
in each project and how many total hours
were involved. Add all of your projects together to get the total number of hours for
your report form.
Please contact me with your questions
and concerns. It is best to reach me via
email at tgwin@techline.com.

Grange. We will then follow the progress
of that resolution as it moves through the
organization for the possible adoption at
the state and national Grange levels.
We are currently planning the rest of
the conference program and developing
the registration materials. The registration
information will be mailed to the State
Grange Youth Officers and will be available on the State Grange website. You may
also obtain the youth weekend registration
information from any of the youth team
members.
The 2015 National Youth Program Guide
came out in December and is now available
on the National Grange website. In the past
few weeks, we have put together the 2015
Washington State Grange Youth Activities
Handbook. We have a goal to get them into
the hands of each Pomona Grange. Copies are also available on the State Grange
website.
The youth will again be working on the
“Keep the West Warm” service project. We
are collecting handmade and purchased
hats, gloves, mitten, scarves, and socks for
distribution throughout the state. Please
bring your donations to the State Grange
convention. If you wish to purchase these
items, now is the time to watch for them as
they go on sales in our stores.

–From page 1

ings and service standard reductions
before embarking on this second phase of
closures and further reducing service.
Unfortunately, the Postal Service has
not taken those important steps. First, the
Service has not publicly identified the impact on revenue and profit from the proposed changes. Second, the Postal Service
has not disclosed a robust, reliable figure
for savings obtained from the first set of
consolidations. Third, the Service has not
identified projected savings from the second phase of consolidations.
An essential role of the Commission is to
help ensure that the Postal Service provides
adequate transparency and accountability,
particularly where there may be a gap in
the public record. I believe that such a gap
exists with regard to the proposed plant
closings.
In August, 51 senators signed a bipartisan letter asking the Postal Service to delay
these announced service changes and plant
closings because of continuing uncertainty
over the impact on the public. The following month, 160 House members asked for a
moratorium on the plant closures, expressing concerns over slowed mail.
At a time when the Postal Service is
proudly promoting its Sunday delivery and
same day package delivery offerings in major cities, it should not be impairing service
in other parts of the country. The Nation
depends on a Postal Service that provides
as consistent a level of service and pricing
as possible to all Americans.
Before proceeding with these changes,
the Postal Service should, at the very least,
offer well-supported projections of the impacts on operational efficiency and solid
estimates of financial savings before hastily embarking on this new round of cuts
and closures.
Goldway has served at the Postal Regulatory Commission since 1998 and was
Commission chairman from 2009 to 2014.

Changing times

By Shavanna Burlingame
State Deputy at Large
I am a firm believer that the only thing
in life that’s constant is change. Some of us
resist change because we get comfortable
and don’t like our “boat rocked.” Some of
us embrace change as a fresh start, or a new
way of looking at things
and a chance
to
improve
ourselves or
the way we do
things. I am
mostly the latter. Yes, it is
scary
when
things change
but I usually try to see
change
for
good and I believe that when we look for
good we find it.
When we don’t, won’t or can’t change,
we outlive our usefulness, become out-dated and we die.
We have the best thing going out there,
our Grange. Let’s not be “secret agents.”
Let’s get out there and let our community
know what we are doing. I have made a
commitment to myself for 2015 to do just
that. I hope you’ll join me if you haven’t
been doing this. I’m excited and expecting
to see great things. Follow my progress at
www.grangelady.blogspot.com.
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Washington Home
How your own Grange
can increase participation
in Family Living activities

Show your sweet side
this Valentine’s Day
Treat family, friends and co-workers to
something they will all love this Valentine’s
Day by making easy and impressive cookies. Start with your favorite roll-out cookie
recipe or simply dress up store-bought ones
by adding some simple details with icing.
From the cupids at Wilton, here are three
ways to leave them smitten with sweets this
Valentine’s Day:
• Desserts with dimension. Triple your
treats by stacking three decorated cookies
in different sizes together and attach them
with icing.
• Complement with color. A simple piping technique looks stunning when piped in
different colors on your cookies.
• Get to gifting. Wrap your finished treats
in a Valentine’s Day treat bag or box.
For more fun and delicious Valentine’s
Day recipes, baking tips and inspiration,
visit www.wilton.com.
Stackable Ombre Heart Cookies
Each stacked cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Royal icing (recipe on wilton.com)
Rose Icing Color
Heart Micro Mini Icing Decorations
Prepare and roll out cookie dough following recipe directions. Use 3 smallest
cutters from 4-piece heart nesting cookie
cutter set to cut out shapes. Bake and cool
cookies.
Divide royal icing into three equal por-

tions, and tint 3 shades of rose. Thin a
portion of each shade following recipe directions. Use tip 3 and full-strength tinted
icing to outline cookies. Use thinned tinted
icing in cut decorating bag to fill in cookies; gently tap to smooth icing. Let dry
overnight.
Use icing to attach cookies, stacking
largest to smallest; place icing decoration
on top.
Scalloped Heart Cookies
Each cookie serves 1.
Favorite roll-out cookie recipe
Ready-To-Use White Creamy Decorator
Icing
Icing Colors: Burgundy, Red-Red and
Christmas Red
Prepare and roll out dough following
recipe directions. Use largest cutter from
the 4-piece heart nesting cookie cutter set
to cut out shape. Bake and cool cookies.
Divide icing into four equal portions.
Tint one of each portion light burgundy,
dark burgundy and combination of red-red/
Christmas red. Reserve last portion white.
Starting from top edge of heart, use
tip 102 and icing in dark burgundy, light
burgundy, red and white to pipe V-shaped
groups of two petals, one piped from left
and one from right, to create row of petals
in alternating colors. Repeat with second
row between petals in first row. Continue
to repeat pattern until cookies are covered.

By Cecelia Hamilton
Family Living Director
Happy Valentine’s Day! This is a month
to remember those we love with special
valentines, chocolates and goodies. I for
one really love Valentine’s Day because it
gives us each one more opportunity to tell
someone how much we love and appreciate them. Not that
we need to have
a special day to
remind us to do
this, but it’s just
fun! Try making
handmade
Valentines this year
by cutting out
paper flowers or
pictures of special times shared
and placing them
inside a hand- Cecelia Hamilton
made card with a
handwritten poem
or verse. I enjoy making a special dinner
for my family and maybe even add a desert or treat to share. It is always nice to be
remembered; let someone know you care
the old fashioned way by giving them a
flowering plant to bloom during the winter
months. A flower bulb placed in a pretty tea
cup or flowerpot filled with a medium of
peat moss and pebbles will bloom before
spring and be sure to make them smile.
With it already being the second month
of the New Year I am receiving many of
your CFL year end reports. I find many of
you busy within your Granges and communities and it makes me happy to hear
of your awesome projects and activities.
Within these reports unfortunately I also
am seeing a small decline in the participation across the state in areas where for
many years our program was very active.
This I discovered is mainly due to the fewer amount of people being engaged in these
activities. I have been told by many of our
long time Grangers that are having a difficult time attending that it is because they
may no longer drive or perhaps are limited physically. These are just a couple of
the reasons given for the decline. Another
reason being reported is that their Grange
does not have a Family Living Chair and
so there is no one to take charge of the
activities. To these reasons I say, “Let’s
help each other out.” Team up two or more
Grangers to take on this fun position. If
you are a Grange that is having an activity
and you know that another Grange in your
county or nearby county does not have a
CFL, or for that matter even if they do,
how about offering to invite them to your
activities? Sometimes the heart wants to
be there but for a reason not always of our
choosing we just can’t do it. Let’s take our
activities to another level and invite others
to participate in whatever way they can.
How about a Pomona telephone committee to promote events for all of the Granges
to participate in within your Pomona? How
about a Tri-Pomona Family Living gathering? Is there an activity in your Grange for
a home bound Granger to do to help you
out? If not, how about providing one? Ask
them how they may be able to become involved. Does your Grange have a sunshine
committee or a hospitality committee?
Yes, we do have the Pomona contests
once a year, but Family Living is more

than contests. I also found that within some
of the Pomonas that have closed there are
Grangers that really miss being part of an
active Grange. Maybe their subordinate
Grange has had to unfortunately close because members are no longer there. Maybe
the distance is too far to travel because
of health or financial limitations. These
homebound Grangers are our Grange
Brothers and Sisters. So could it be that we
may need to reach out to them and include
them in our activities in ways that work for
their individual lifestyles? How about taking a Family Living meeting to them? Here
in Ferry County, Eagle Cliff Grange travels
to the local retirement home once a year
and takes dinner and desert to the Grange
members living there. Then following dinner they conduct their meeting so that the
members living there may attend. This
keeps members informed and involved. I
would like to encourage participation in
the Family Living Program by inviting
your local communities to attend your programs and events. By inviting non-Grangers we are able to promote our wonderful
organization and invite others to join. Who
knows, perhaps your next Family Living
Chair is just waiting to be invited to join
your Grange!
Family values, home economics, healthy
lifestyles and everyday life skills are all
vitally important tools for future generations and it is our obligation to see to it that
our children and their children learn these
skills. Let’s make 2015 our year to share
our Family Living Program with others and
let’s get involved and share the fun! Visit
your local schools and promote your activities and learning opportunities. Open your
Grange Halls to host a workshop on Food
Preservation, Sewing, Needlework, Cooking, Baking or Quilting. These skills once
taught in our schools no longer exist there.
We can provide learning opportunities and
it begins with each of us.
Last month we introduced the Washington State Grange Heritage Quilt Trail.
This week I have been stuffing envelopes
and preparing a mailing to all subordinate
Grange secretaries which includes the explanation of our Quilt Trail and the registration form for each of you to fill out.
Please share the information at your next
meeting. I have received emails and letters from Granges already in the process of
planning their quilt squares and I must say
it is real exciting seeing it taking off. What
a fun road trip it will be to see the colorful
displays all across Washington! If you have
any questions feel free to contact me.
In closing I would like to thank all of you
for the nice cards, letters and phone calls
during my recovery from my shoulder surgery. I still have a long road ahead of me
but doc says I can drive short distance starting this coming week! I just need to learn
to be patient. By spring I will be good as
new. I’ve missed traveling for conferences
this year. I have heard only great news of
the Family Living Directors’ presentations
at the conferences held in their areas. Feel
free to invite your director to your Pomona
gathering to assist you or answer any questions you may encounter. They have enjoyed being there and sharing the program
with all of you. If you would like a conference in your area in the near future or help
with your contests or program feel free to
contact me.
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WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS
A Pomona Family Living and Lecturer conference was held Nov. 22
at Washington Grange in Clark County. Christmas place mats were
made, 100 of them by 14 members, to be donated to local assisted living residents. Family Living Southwest District Director Carol Brent
was there along with her husband Arnold. Pictured (back row) are
Mt. Valley Family Living Chair Judy Steigmann and Pomona Lecturer
Linda Lundin. Sitting in front is Family Living Southwest District Director Carol Brent.

Horseshoe Grange members Lorraine Herr, Vicky Busser, Dianna Engeseth,
Jan Anderson and Kelsey Lierman made a trip to the Ronald MacDonald
House and Children’s Hospital in October. Between the two charities they
delivered 65 quilts and receiving blankets, 76 toys, and
24 diddy bags filled with personal care items. Also in
October members donated 130 receiving blankets to the
charity International Smiles.

