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The Washington State Grange was well represented at the National Grange convention in Sandusky, Ohio in November. There were 18 members from the
state who attended and participated in various activities, including State Master Duane Hamp, his wife, National Lady Assistant Steward Chris Hamp, National Junior Grange Ambassador Morgan Browning, and outgoing National Grange Youth Ambassador Aaron Gwin. You’ll find more information about the
National Grange convention scattered throughout this issue of the Grange News.

National Master delivers his annual address at 148th session
By Debbie Gegare
DCI Communications Fellow
During his sixth address to the members
and public, National Master Ed Luttrell on
Tuesday directly after the opening of the
148th Annual National Grange convention
focused heavily on overreach by government, such as unnecessary and often detrimental regulations as well as threats to
personal freedoms. He also discussed challenges to the agriculture industry and systemic global issues, calling on the federal
government to reevaluated programs aiding foreign nations.
Luttrell’s internal and external addresses
lasted about 35 minutes each.
During that time, he told the group that
improvements in agricultural science and
technology are necessities for farmers who
must assume these critical leadership roles

thought out the world.
“Science, not fear, nostalgia, or politics
must be the cornerstone of the future,” he
said related to the Grange’s continued support of genetic modification, new chemcals
and pharmaceuticals.
Also a hinderance to the agriculture
community is overregulation such as the
Waters of the U.S. and EPA regulations related to coal-fired power plants, according
to Luttrell.
“The Grange calls upon our elected officials at all levels to begin reducing the
flood of government regulation before it
drowns American entrepreneurs and business owners,” Luttrell said.
Infringements on personal rights and
liberties also drew impassioned discussion
from Luttrell who said free speech, public
displays of religion and the rights of citi-
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zens to bear arms shouldn’t be questioned
thanks to our founding document, the Constitution.
“We must not stray, as this grand document gives every American the right to follow their own dreams, seek their fortune
and live their life by the principles of their
individual faith,” Luttrell said.
Later in the speech, Luttrell spoke of
continuous threats to America and the
many challenges of the modern world.
When speaking of the reevaluation of aid
to foreign nations, he said, “We must ensure that we help the people, not empower
and enrich the dictators and warlords. We
must demonstrate and teach the power of
liberty to enable their people, not tell them
what to do.”
Luttrell, for the past several years, has
also focused heavily on the Grange’s interest in public education, especially that related to agriculture and STEM fields.
“The Grange urges educators at the primary, secondary and undergraduate levels
to include basic knowledge of agriculture

in their curriculum,” Luttrell said. “Every
American needs to understand that nature’s
laws are constant and immutable. The lesson that there is no free lunch, but there
are limitless opportunities, must be part of
education in today’s world.”
During his internal address, he talked
about trademark issues and how we are
dealing with the California situation and
how these affect our budget. He urged every member to read the Declaration of Purposes and then reflect upon the principles
that are enshrined in that document.
Luttrell pointed out the every member
should be proud of the rich history of the
Grange as we are only two years away
from the 150th Session of the National
Grange to be held in the D.C. area in 2016.
He challenged every member to not only
celebrate our history, but face the challenges of today with an understanding of
the legacy passed to us.
“We must always look forward into the
future while remembering the lessons of
the past,” Luttrell said.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from
all of us at State Grange headquarters!
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Mossyrock Granger begins reign as
National Junior Grange Ambassador
By Suzy Ramm
DCI Communications Fellow
Morgan Browning of Mossyrock Junior Grange #366 in Mossyrock has been
selected the 2015 National Grange Junior
Ambassador.
Browning recently turned 13 and is a
fourth generation Granger.
She joined Mossyrock Junior Grange in
2005 and is a member of Camp Moorhead
Junior Grange #401 and the Washington
State Junior Grange.
In her essay application for Junior Ambassador, Browning wrote, “I have been a
Granger since I was born…I feel like I am
very good at mentoring the younger kids.”
Browning said she has held almost every
office in Junior Grange, entered contests
and attended the Washington State Grange
convention.
Additionally she served as Pomona for
the 2007 National Grange Junior Officer
Team.
She has earned 19 Junior Grange merit
badges, 11 Achievement awards through
the youth department and in 2013 passed
the Super JG test.
Tom Gwin, Director of Camp Moorhead,
in his letter of recommendation for Morgan
said, “Many of our younger campers look
to her as a role model and mentor.”
Darell Myers, Master of Mossyrock
Grange #355, supported her bid for Ambassador as well, writing, “she is very
passionate about her activities, especially

when it involves Grange.”
National Grange Junior Development
Director Lillian Booth said Browning was
a fantastic candidate who is likely to serve
the program well.
“I am looking forward to what she does
during her year representing this program,”
Booth said.

Morgan Browning from Mossyrock
Grange was named this year’s National Junior Grange Ambassador
at the national session in November.
Here she poses with a very proud
State Master Duane Hamp and
Pierce the Elk.

A look back

Here’s an example of a historical Grange photo that identifies the people but there is no date, location or descripton of the activity. Pictured
left to right are Earl Jones, Henry Roberts, JennySheah and Grace
Reen. Those names may be misspelled as the handwriting is pretty
sloppy, so if you know what’s going on in this picture and the story
behind it let us know at dhammock@wa-grange.org.

November’s picture

How to become a National
Grange Youth Ambassador
By Karie Blasingame
DCI Communications Fellow
Each year members across the country
watch as Horizon Leadership Ambassadors
begin the process of competing to become
a National Grange Youth Ambassador.
The Youth Ambassador program started
several years ago as a way to give assistance to the National
Grange Youth Director throughout
the year.
Youth
Ambassadors are chosen
at National Grange
Session and serve
one-year terms.
Youth Ambassadors assist the youth
director by helping
plan a workshop to be given at the regional
conferences throughout the country, according to National Grange Youth Development Director Charlene Espenshade.
They help with get acquainted games at
National Session, assist the youth director
throughout the week and emcee youth portions of Friday night’s event.
If funds are available, Youth Ambassadors can be sent to other states to represent
the National Grange Youth Department.
At National Grange Session, each Horizon Leadership Ambassador has a personal
interview with the judging panel.

This year’s judging panel included National Grange Junior Development Director Lillian Booth, Former National Grange
Lecturer and New Jersey Delegate Pete
Pompper and Iowa State Grange Youth Director Samantha Hanson.
Booth said interviewing the candidates
“was a definite opportunity to get to know
the youth.”
“They are bright,
intelligent, artistic,
talented,”
Booth
said. “I was very
impressed by how
many bridged the
gap between juniors
and youth. We need
that continuity. My
hope is they will
continue to grow
and step into those leadership skills. They
have huge potential.”
Pompper said the entire group was phenomenal.
Hanson observed the youth throughout
session and gave her input to the group.
Espenshade said the interview process
can be challenging.
“Going through the interview is a good
thing. It gives [the candidates] skills they
need in the real world,” Espenshade said.
Each year, winners are announced Friday at the Evening of Excellence.

Pomona Calendar
CLARK	���������������������� Dec. 10 at Barberton; 7 p.m. meeting and potluck.
COWLITZ	����������������� Dec. 20 at Catlin; 6:30 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m. meeting. Installation of
officers, Christmas program.
PEND OREILLE	������ Dec. 13 at Fertile Valley; 10 a.m. meeting, noon potluck, 1 p.m.
installation of officers.
PIERCE	��������������������� Dec. 6 at Edgewood; 10 a.m. meeting. Installation of officers.
SKAGIT	��������������������� Dec. 3 at Samish Valley; 7 p.m. meeting.
THURSTON	�������������� Dec. 4 at Black Lake; 6 p.m. Christmas dinner and program.
YAKIMA	�������������������� Dec. 19 at Selah Heights; noon potluck, 1 p.m. meeting.

This photo shows the Cowlitz County Pomona’s Fifth Degree team at
the 1971 State Grange convention in Longview. First row left to right:
Sue Carroll, Samantha King, Maude Wise, unidentified and Ida Rathbum. Second row left to right: Peggy Titus, Mittiebelle Komstead, Eleanor Dudonsky, unidentified. Third row: unidentified, Holly Miller, unidentified. Fourth row: Larry Carroll, Rex Ogden, Svere Jacobsen and
Rick Petty. Fifth row: John Closner, Royal King, unidentified. Fifth row:
Jim Petty and Oren Wise. Thanks to all who responded!

Moving? Let us know!
Old Address (label should be on reverse of this form)
New Address
Your Name
Grange Name & Number

Please mail to:
Grange News
PO Box 1186
Olympia, WA
98507-1186
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Washington’s young Grangers Meet Laura Tracy, your
shine on the national stage new Legislative Liason
Once again our young members, individually and as a group, were a class
act at the National Grange convention. Pride. Satisfaction. Confidence. Pride
in the classy manner in which each of our juniors and youth in attendance
represented the Washington State Grange. Satisfaction in knowing that here at
home our junior and youth programs are providing the lessons and skills necessary for our young members to grow and to reach and to succeed. Confidence
that the Washington State Grange will be well led by the next generation. The
continued success demonstrated by our young members is largely due to all
of you, the community that is the Washington State Grange, giving your time
to listen and encourage, providing support
and opportunity, building confidence and
mentoring. Keep up the strong work!
Congratulations to our 2013-14 National
Youth Ambassador Aaron Gwin of Humptulips Grange #730 for his leadership to
the National Youth Department this past
year; a class act. Congratulations as well
to our participants in this year’s National
Youth Ambassador competition Nick Oliver of Collins Grange #893 and Leah Bardal of Pleasant Hill Grange #101 who was
the female ambassador runner-up, and to
Robin Cozad of Humptulips Grange #730
who served as Lecturer and Lexie Smith
of Celebration Grange #1150 who served
as Secretary of the National Youth Officer
Duane Hamp
Team.
Also, congratulations to our 2013-14
National Junior Ambassador Alexis Kudsk of Haynie Junior Grange #27 who
so ably and gracefully represented the National Junior Department this past
year and to our newly-minted 2014-15 National Junior Ambassador Morgan
Browning of Mossyrock Junior Grange #366. Morgan is our fifth consecutive
National Junior Ambassador! As I have said before, it is a thrill to watch all of
these young members Serve, Grow, Influence and Lead on the national stage
and it is our responsibility to ensure they and those that follow continue to have
the same opportunities.
At the Evening of Excellence talent show at the recently concluded 148th annual session of the National Grange we were very well represented by Brother
Brian Ellard, a country vocalist from Sequim Prairie Grange #1108. Thanks
again to all of you who donate to the travel fund to make it possible to send our
talent winners to the National convention.
I would like to introduce Laura Tracy as your new Legislative Liaison. I am
thrilled to have her on board in plenty of time before the opening of the 2015
Legislature. Laura was selected from more than 30 candidates and I expect her
to hit the ground running for the Washington State Grange and for you. Please
reach out to her if you have questions or just to say hello. You can read more
about Laura and find her contact information in her introductory Grange News
column right next to mine.
Chris and I wish each of you a very Merry Christmas and all the best for
2015.
Together, we can and will make a difference!

Pomona members encouraged
to attend one of four workshops
By Rusty Hunt
Membership Director
We want to hear from you about your
Pomona Grange. What does your Pomona Grange do? Why does your Pomona
Grange do what it does? How can we make
our Pomona Grange better?
The Washington State Grange will be
hosting four Pomona workshops around
the state. Everyone that has an interest in
the Pomona level of the Grange is welcome
to attend but we especially are hoping all
Pomona officers will attend. There will be
a time for everyone to read and study what
the National Grange Digest and the Washington State Grange Constitution & ByLaws say about Pomonas. We will also be
taking some time to discuss what changes
may need to be considered for the future of
the Pomona level of the Grange.
Our goal with these workshops is to educate everyone what our governing documents tell us about the Pomona and its pur-

pose and to hear from all of you on what
the future holds for Pomonas and its place
in our order.
The more Pomonas that attend and participate in these four workshops the more
we can effect change in all our Pomonas
across the state. Strong or weak your Pomona can have a voice and will effectively
get a new perspective of how other Pomonas are working or not.

2015 Pomona workshops:
Jan. 4 (Sunday) at Newaukum
Grange #198, Lewis Co., 3-7 p.m.
Jan. 11 (Sunday) at Garden City
Grange #280, Snohomish Co., 3-7
p.m.
Jan. 19 (Monday, Martin Luther
King day) at Williams Valley Grange
#452, Stevens Co., 3-7 p.m.
Jan. 25 (Sunday) at Outlook
Grange #256, Yakima Co., 3-7 p.m.

By Laura Tracy
Legislative Liaison
Hello Washington State Grange members. My name is Laura Tracy and I am
so very proud to be representing you in
Olympia as your new Legislative Liaison.
I wanted to take a quick moment to introduce myself to you and tell you a little bit
more about myself. My office door is always open and I am available by phone, so
please don’t hesitate to stop by or call me
with any questions or just to say hello. I
look forward to getting out on the road and
meeting all of you very soon!
I am a sixth generation Washingtonian,
born and raised in Olympia. I grew up in
politics; both of my parents were lobbyists.
One could say that I often felt like the Capitol was my second home as I was growing up. That has made working with the
Legislature a natural transition for me and
I respect and enjoy the legislative process.
I have continually found myself interested
in the political process, particularly where
rural issues and agriculture have been concerned.
I received my Bachelor’s degree from
The Evergreen State College in Animal
Science and Agriculture. During this time
I worked with a mobile large animal veterinarian throughout southwest Washington and as a laboratory technician for the
Bovine research lab. I was also very active
in the student organization Evergreen Students for Sustainable Animal Agriculture,
where I managed 30 ewes and marketed

their lambs. As a student, I was fortunate
to participate in experiential learning and
visit countless farms and rural communities throughout the Northwest.
Agriculture is my passion, whether it be
about its history, its politics, its ethics, or
its science. I am captivated by farmers and
their relationships with the land and animals, as well as the policy issues that affect
their lives. Prior
to the Washington State Grange,
I worked for a
political consulting firm working
on issues ranging
from healthcare
access to transportation. My background in science
has served me
well in my previLaura Tracy
ous work with
the
Legislature
as it has become
clear to me that science, policy and ethics
should, and do, interact.
In my spare time I love to get outside
with my husband, disconnecting from the
grid and adventuring into the beautiful
Washington backcountry or surfing the
rugged coastline of the Pacific Northwest.
Again, I am so pleased to be your voice
at the Capital and in our communities. I
look forward to working hard for you on
the issues you care about.

Green Bluff Grange in Spokane County held another successful harvest festival in October. This beautiful banner hunt outside the hall to attract community members to the many attractions available inside.

Grange E-mail Addresses
• State Master Duane Hamp:
dhamp@wa-grange.org
• Holli Johnson, Legislative
Director:
hjohnson@wa-grange.org
• Sophia Keller, Executive Assistant: skeller@wa-grange.org
• Rebecca Scott, Receptionist:
rscott@wa-grange.org
• Cherri Crain, supplies:
ccrain@wa-grange.org
• Patti Cochran, Accountant:
pcochran@wa-grange.org
• Dan Hammock, Grange News:
grangenews@wa-grange.org
• Nancy Drake, Membership Records: ndrake@wa-grange.org

(USPS) 226-060
P.O. Box 1186
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WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE NEWS
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three years. Periodicals postage paid at
Olympia, WA and additional entry offices.

POSTMASTER: Send change of
address to – WASHINGTON STATE
GRANGE NEWS, P.O. Box 1186,
Olympia, WA 98507-1186.
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In Memoriam
Vernon G. Egbers passed away peacefully on Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11, 2014 surrounded by family.
Vernon was born Oct. 26, 1925 to Henry
and Madge (Byron) Egbers at the Rowley
Hospital in Mt. Vernon. He attended the
one room Padilla School located in Bay
View. Vernon graduated with the first class
of the consolidated Burlington Edison High
School in 1943. He lettered in tennis and
was a school yell
leader. He attended Skagit Valley
College and majored in Business.
In the early 1950’s,
he was drafted into
the U.S. Army and
was stationed in
Japan during the
Korean War. Following the end
of the war, he returned to the family farm to help his
parents. He worked at Seafirst Bank (later
acquired by Bank of America) and Skagit
State Bank for over 20 years. While working at Seafirst Bank, he met his wife, Flora
Semrau; they were married on August 6th,
1955 and spent 59 years together.
Later, Vernon was the manager of the
Skagit County Fair. Vernon adored all of
the Western Washington fairs; every year
(for 32 years) he would charter a bus and
take a group down to the Washington State
Fair in Puyallup to support the Pomona
Grange booth. A fun time was had by all
and memories were treasured until the following annual trip. There was frequently
a waiting list due to high demand. After
retirement, he worked at Calico Cupboard
and Tulip Town. He loved meeting visitors
to the area and being an unofficial ambassador for the Skagit Valley. During his free
time, he volunteered in Mrs. Moore’s transitional First Grade class at Lincoln School
in Mt. Vernon and was known as “the
Animal Man” as he enjoyed bringing in
various animals to share with the children.
Anyone who knew Vernon knew that he

had a voracious love for sweets...especially
cake, maple nut ice cream, penuche fudge,
cotton candy, and Peeps brand marshmallow treats.
Vernon was an avid horseman and active
member of the Skagit Valley Riding Club.
He was also a 75 year member of the Fredonia Grange. He served as Skagit County
Deputy to the State Grange and Statewide
Treasurer for many years. Vernon was also
a past member of the Mt. Vernon Rotary
Club where he had perfect attendance for
22 years. Vernon was a long-time member
of the Allen United Methodist Church; he
enjoyed being head usher for over 40 years
and greeting people at the monthly spaghetti dinners in his later years.
Both of Vernon’s parents came from
pioneering families and he spent the majority of his life on the family homestead
in Bay View. His greatest love was raising
animals. He had a menagerie of horses,
donkeys, mules, goats, sheep, chickens,
ducks, peacocks, rabbits, llamas, alpacas,
and more. He enjoyed sharing his animals
with friends, extended family, and various
groups of children.
Vernon was preceded in death by both of
his parents, Henry and Madge Egbers, and
brother, Elden Egbers.
He is survived by his wife, Flora, and
daughter Marla Egbers (Eric Carlson),
daughter Nedra Donaldson (Mike) and son
Myron Egbers (Lori). He is also survived
by grandchildren Corey Kleppe, Taylor
Egbers, Alex Egbers, and Connor Donaldson.
The family would like to express their
heartfelt gratitude to the staff of the Fidalgo Care Center and the Merle Cancer Care
Center at Island Hospital, both in Anacortes, for their excellent care and compassion. Memorials may be dedicated in Vernon’s name to Saving Pets One at a Time
(SPOT) at P.O. Box 211, Burlington WA
98233, the Allen United Methodist Church
at 16775 Allen West Rd., Bow WA 98232,
or the charity of their choice
A Memorial Service for Vernon was held
at the Allen United Methodist Church Saturday, Nov. 22, 2014.

W
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Marjorie Willenberg and Tena Hedges, members of Catlin Grange, presented
handmade toys to students in Ms. Rochelle’s class at the Broadway LCC
Head Start ECEAP class in Longview. Members also gave toys to the kids
in Ms. Bev’s class. The Grange gave a total of about 114 toys which went to
seven classes at the LCC Head Start program. Members also sent pull tabs
and toys to the Ronald McDonald House and Shriners Hospital in Spokane.

National Grange delegates
vote to increase dues by $2

At November’s National Grange convention in Ohio the delegate body approved a $2 increase in dues starting in
2015. Washington State Grange Master
Duane Hamp was among those opposing
the increase.

Granges that have elected to have their
annual dues increase automatically when
state or national Grange dues go up will
see the additional $2 reflected on the dues

Grange Exchange
PROPERTY

WANTED

Sunny Columbia Basin 120 vacant
lots, 160,000 grain elevator, 2,640
feet highway, close canal. Sacrifice
$99,500. Warden. (509) 467-4381.

www.IBuyGasPumps.com

HAVE AN OLD BARN that’s falling
apart? We’ll remove it for FREE
and pay YOU! (253) 973-1892.

Columbia RiveR TRibuTaRies

notices that are going out now. Those that
have not will need to
adjust their own dues
as needed.
If you have questions about the increase, contact Cherri
Crain at state headquarters, (360) 9439911 or ccrain@wagrange.org.

MINIATURE DONKEY
Miniature Donkey Registered $800,
4 months old. Parents are on site.
www.baxterbarn.org, (425) 765-7883.

www.IBuyOldSigns.com
ANY SIZE! ANY CONDITION! ANYWHERE!
#610 Tyler Granger ‘Dave’ comes to
you and will pay fair cash prices for
Antique signs and service station/
gas/oil items from OLD Auto, Marine,
Aero, Farm, RR and Racing. 1900-1970
gas pumps & related. (509) 847-5893

WANTED

WANTED: Antque flywheel gasoline
hit and miss engines (Economy,
Fairbanks,
Morse,
etc.)
(360)
748-7643,
cell
(360)
520-6324.

WANTED:
Antique
American
motorcycle parts; antique mechanical
slot machine parts; Model A complete
or parts. Will pay reasonable prices.
antiqlovar@aol.com, (360) 896-5227.

WANTED:
YOUR
ADVERTISEMENT
IN THE GRANGE EXCHANGE! FILL
OUT THE FORM BELOW AND SELL
OR FIND ITEMS AT A FRACTION OF
THE COST OF MOST NEWSPAPERS.

Let us help you buy or sell with a classified ad!
Cost per word		
one month		
4 or more
	  Regular		  $ .30			  $ .25
	  Boxed			 
.60			
.50
Centered or reversed text		
$1.50/line
Minimum for one month		
$3.75
Word count: A hyphen, space or / creates separate words, except for phone numbers which
count as one word.
Deadline: First Monday in each month. Ads must be paid in advance. (Tear sheets not sent for
classified.)
COWLITZ
UMATILLA
WENATCHEE
CLATSKANI
LEWIS
YAKIMA

OKANOGAN
WHITE SALMON
WASHOUGAL
DESCHUTES
WILLAMETTE
YOUNGS

KLICKITAT
SAN POIL
WIND
SNAKE
NESPELEM

WALLA WALLA
METHOW
ELOCHOMAN
SKIPANON
KALAMA

Ad copy (or attach copy) _______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
No. words ________ @ rate $ ._______ x # months ______ = $_____________ (enclosed)
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AN EYE ON MEMBERSHIP

Are you thankful for the ‘Good Stuff?’
By Rusty Hunt
Membership Director
Picture this: I am visiting with you over coffee and I ask “What has your local
Grange done in the past or present that was great?” What would you say? Would
you be able to tell me some of the history of your Grange, what they have done,
when the hall was built or who the prominent community leaders of the past were
members? Can you tell me how old your Grange is?
You see, your Grange has a history. Each of us needs to know the “good stuff”
about our local Grange. Many long time
Grangers show a deep passion for the
Grange when you get them talking about
the “good stuff” their Grange has done in
the past. Talk to them long enough and
they will start dropping names of the
prominent folks that where members and
how they lead the Grange. I am surprised
though that these same folks that will
share all this “good stuff” with me aren’t
sharing it with new members. Or when
they do they share it in a negative way,
like we the Grange can’t “be that” or “do
that” anymore. The “good stuff” should
be just that, good stuff.
I would encourage all of you to take some time this month and list all the things
that you can think of that your Grange has done in the past that you think was good.
Then talk to other Grangers, both young and old or new or long timer, and get them
to list the good things they remember. Now put the list together and see just how
much good stuff your Grange has done for this community. This could even be a
15-20 minute program at your next meeting, and once you have everyone’s list you
can put them all together on a big sheet of paper for all to see and talk about how
your Grange now could do some of the same things. I have always been amazed
how Grangers 75 years ago accomplished so much with so little. They didn’t have
all the fancy dancy stuff we have now like cell phones, computers, e-mail, Facebook and Twitter. Some didn’t have halls and had to raise money and build the hall
themselves. Travel took longer and wasn’t near as comfortable as it is today. But
yet they had lots of people that wanted to get involved, help out and add their voice
to others to be heard. They took the whole family, not because they couldn’t find a
babysitter, but because it was important that they were together and they showed
their children what was important, how to act and respect others and how to get
involved.
‘Tis the season for all of us to be counting our blessings, spending time with
family and spreading cheer to our fellow man. So why not take some time and be
thankful for all that our forefathers did for us in the Grange and share our stories
with one another. You never know who might be listening and think they would
like to be a part of the Grange because of all the “good stuff” it does.

Issaquah Valley Grange member Rob Harper delivered dictionaries to third
grade students at Davenport Elementary (pictured above). Members delivered 270 dictionaries to Issaquah Valley, Sunset and Maple Hills elementary
schools the week of Oct. 3. This is the 12th year Issaquah Valley has participated in the program.

What does a state deputy at large do?
By Shavanna Burlingame
State Deputy at Large
Since I became a deputy, I’ve been asked
many questions about being a deputy.
When I was asked to serve, I came with a
long list of questions because I take every
position I hold in the Grange very seriously
and this was no different.
Recently I was invited to speak at a
Grange and their lecturer sent me a list
of questions: 1. How does one become a
deputy? 2. What’s the difference between
county deputy, deputy-at-large, and a special deputy? 3. What does a deputy do?
Thoughtful questions, wouldn’t you agree?
All deputies are appointed by the State
Master and serve at his/her discretion. The
appointment ends when a new Master is
elected. Think of it like a cabinet position
where each President of the United States
appoints those he thinks can serve the
needs of the administration. As deputies,
we all have different skills. I have a back-

We
Proudly Endorse
Grange Insurance
Association

ground in mediation, administrative management, real estate/property management
and served as executive and legislative assistant at State Grange headquarters.
The State Master changed county deputies to Deputy-at-Large a few years ago.
As he said he felt a deputy is more effective outside of his/her county. A statewide
deputy serves as his hands extended where
needed. A special deputy serves a specific
purpose overseeing one thing like the ritual
of the Sixth Degree for example.
As to what a deputy does; well, we do
whatever needs to be done: answer questions, help a struggling Grange or give advice. What we are not is the “Grange police.” What we are is your resource library
and always willing to help.
Program idea: Invite a deputy to come
and share their passion for the grange.
Visit my blog at http://grangelady.
blogspot.com/.
From the beginning,
the Grange was an
organization developed
to protect farmer’s
interests and to
encourage working
with others while

supporting the private
enterprise system. The
success of these
cooperative efforts led
to many ventures, one
cooperative venture
that still exists today -

Grange Insurance Association
Your State Grange Proudly Endorses GIA
Quality Insurance Products
Competitive Pricing
Professional Prompt Claims Service
For Preferred Risks
To locate an agent near you call
800-247.2643 or log on to
www.grange.com and use the agent
locator.

Swauk Teanaway Grange held the annual Grange Country Christmas Bazaar
and bake sale Nov. 8. There was a variety of vendors, a selection of several
soups for lunch and lots of baked goods to sample.

Check with the Grange’s Agent of
Record for the best deals in Grange
Endorsed health insurance programs

The Washington State Grange is proud to announce Michael
Tobeck of Michael Tobeck and Associates as the new Agent of
Record for past, present, and future members of the Washington
State Grange Endorsed Health Insurance Programs.
The products that will be offered our members include Long
Term Care, Home Health Care plans, Medicare Supplement
plans, Annuities and Major Medical plans and most will offer an
Association discount to our members and their families.
Michael Tobeck is not new to our Washington State Grange
members; he has been involved with the Grange for the past
several years offering these plans. Michael lives in Spokane and
travels the entire state servicing our members.
Michael’s local phone number is (509) 242-3505 and for all other
members there is a toll free number, 1-888-981-7174. His office
address is 624 West Hastings Road, Suite 3, Spokane, Wash.
99218 and his mailing address is P.O. Box 18404, Spokane,
Washington 99228.
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More images from the National Grange session this past November. Clockwise from top left: 2014 National Grange Youth Ambassador and Humptulips Grange member Aaron Gwin takes part in the NASA facility tour; an impressive slate of Washington State Grange Youth pose with their National
Distinguished State Youth Grange award; National Junior Grange officers open one day of the session, sporting their “I’d Be Delighted” shirts honoring past Youth Director Wib Justi; and some of the young people tended to a local veterans’ home as part of a community service project during the
convention.

The Grange, partisanship and elections for public office
By Krist Novoselic
Master, Grays River Grange
Ever since the inception of the Grange,
there has been tension between the fraternal group aspect of the Order and the scope
of its political work.
The Grange was started in the beginning
of a period of broad-based agrarian dissent.
Oliver H. Kelley, whose portrait hangs in
the Grays River Grange hall, battled with
Grange leadership over how deep the organization was going to get into the social
and economic turmoil of the period. According to “RICH HARVEST, A History
of the Grange 1876-1900” by
D. Sven Nordin, Kelley had
big ideas on how the Order
was going to fight corporations, entrenched lawmakers
and other monopolies. Over
the course of its history, the
intensity of these political urges has, in some cases, surged
enough to inflict damage onto
the Grange, mostly from members leaving en masse because
of the messy state of affairs.
Nevertheless, the organization
has endured many eras while other groups
have come and gone. The Grange has done
a lot over during its 140 years, but the one
thing it has never supported is endorsing
candidates.
Of course, many lawmakers have been,
or are, members, with the most notable being presidents F.D. Roosevelt and Harry
Truman. However, this has never been an
issue or problem as these kinds of individuals are only members. In fact, it is a source
of pride for the organization. Nevertheless,
the Patrons of Husbandry did not campaign
for these members.
The following are historical accounts
taken from Nordin’s study. Within the following story, we can find examples of how
the Grange always resisted efforts of being
dragged into partisan politics and elections

for public office.
The Grange has a history of denouncing almost every dissident move in its
ranks aimed at forwarding either parties or
would-be office seekers. Here’s Granger
Mortimer Whitehead writing about our
Order in The American Journal of Politics,
1892.
“Its teachings are full of pure politics,
but is partisan NEVER. It cannot be used
as a cat’s paw to draw political chestnuts
out of the fire either for parties or for individuals . . . The Grange is not a good place
for one who loves his party more that his
country; or for one who makes the organization or his party secondary
to his own personal ambition.
It cannot be used by such as a
stepping-stone to political preferment.” (Whitehead placed
the emphasis in this quote.)
Ignatius Donnelly was a
successful author known for
his book Atlantis: The Antediluvian World, among others.
At the time, many people took
Donnelly’s theory claiming a
lost continent and civilization
as serious science. He joined the Cereal
Grange No. 25 in Hastings Minnesota in
January of 1873. Donnelly viewed membership as a way to advance his political
career. A gifted orator, he used his skills to
speak out about agrarian grievances and
traveled the state visiting Grange meetings.
By September, Donnelly had gained
much notoriety with his populist message.
He sensed an opportunity and called upon
Grangers to send delegates to a convention
creating a new political party. This alarmed
the leaders of the Minnesota Grange. State
Master George I. Parsons sent letters to local Granges urging members not to heed
Donnelly. Parsons wrote, “Prohibition
[against partisan politics] is our only safeguard against sure and speedy destruction.
Upon obedience to the law depends our

very existence as an order.”
This situation itself caused a rift within
the organization. Minnesota State Grange
officer William Paist sided with Donnelly writing an open letter in the Farmer’s
Union paper urging the Grange to be more
active in supporting candidates.
“We would say to Bro. P[arsons] that
there is no danger of us (as he says) bartering away our beloved order for a mess
of political pottage, but we are going to try
and have a little sauce with our pottage, by
electing good and true men to office, and
give those political hucksters a chance to
stay at home and learn the principles of
honesty.”
The paper’s editor, W.J. Abernethy,
wrote an editorial in opposition to Donnelly and his supporters. “Given to the hands
of politicians, it [the Grange] will be manipulated for their own selfish interests and
eventually split up under the leadership of
various factions, and its usefulness entirely
destroyed.”
Donnelly countered his opposition with
a pamphlet he circulated saying,
“That you should organize Granges,
wear regalia, meet o’ nights, discuss your
wrongs and resolve to seek a remedy but
‘don’t go into politics!’ ‘You will hurt
some one’ Who? Why the fellows who are
counseling you . . . We are told the Granges
are not political. True. But if the discussions in the Granges lead the members to
certain political conclusions, they have a
right to put those conclusions into force at
the ballot box.”
Donnelly pushed ahead with a convention to form what was to become the AntiMonopoly party. Grangers and non-Grangers were invited. The convention drafted a
platform, voted on resolutions and nominated candidates. Because of all the energy,
there was a lot of anticipation for success in
the Minnesota election. However, the party
did poorly in the public vote. Still, some
Grangers, as Anti-Monopoly party mem-

bers, were elected – including Donnelly.
There was a stressful relationship between the new party and many in the Minnesota State Grange leadership. As a result,
the 1874 state convention was difficult,
with the rift between Parsons and Donnelly
dominating the proceedings. Parsons was
voted out as State Master and the resulting bad feelings led to a mass withdrawal
of membership. The weakened Minnesota
Grange, in turn, impacted Donnelly and his
career as Granger-politician. He lost his
bid to represent the state in the U.S. Senate when the Minnesota legislature chose
another candidate. Donnelly then left the
Order to join the newly formed Greenback
Party.
The Grange refused to tie its fortunes to
the Anti-Monopoly party or any crusading candidates, and as a result, didn’t sink
along with them. Unlike the other groups
that grew out of that period of agrarian
strife, the Grange lasted the 19th century.
In the early 20th century, the Washington
State Grange, under the leadership of William M. Bouck, found itself in the middle
of similar conflicts during that era of political controversy. As read in last month’s
history piece, Master Bouck quit the order
in the early 1920s amidst contention that
resulted in a collapse of membership across
Washington.
The story of the Minnesota Grange in the
1970s is a cautionary tale. Nordin calls the
tension between being a fraternal group and
an advocacy organization in the Grange an
uneasy marriage. Being aware of this arrangement is a good thing for Granges to
remember. Today, hot-button political issues tend to come and go. On the political
Left or Right, these notions catch fire on
partisan radio or countless blogs. Grangers
need to be diligent of partisanship, yet at
the same time, active Granges get involved
with issues. The trick is finding that sweetspot and never forgetting the fraternal side
of the Order.
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Granges salute
agriculture, the 12s at the
Washington State Fair
Grange fair booths from across the state were featured at the 2014 Washington State Fair in Puyallup. Here’s another sampling of the talent and
hard work our members put in each and every year to spotlight the Order.
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GRANGE HISTORY, PART 27

History of the Washington State
Grange headquarters building
As remembered by Frank McCartney,
who started working on the building in
June 1935
Owning the First State Grange Headquarters was being considered during 1932,
while A. S. Goss was State Grange Master.
At that time the State Grange, Grange Cooperative Wholesale, Grange Powder and
Washington Fire Relief Association (later
known as Grange Insurance Association)
were located in the Kulien Building across
Western Avenue and to the west of the
future location of the headquarters in Seattle. In 1933, a Grange Building Company
was organized to build the headquarters or
Grange building as it was to be known with
each of the above Grange organizations or
companies owning a portion of the company. P. J. Cleaver, secretary, treasurer and
manager of Washington Fire Relief was selected to be manager of the Grange Building Company and to supervise the building
of the headquarters. He was selected as by
profession be was a civil engineer.
During the time that the proposed building was being considered, the offices in the
Kulien burned, with a great many of the records being destroyed. Because of this fire,
it was decided that the new building would
be 100 percent fire proof and all new office
equipment, files, desks and shelves had to
be metal.
The first two floors were built out of reinforced concrete which was the outside
walls and floors. Above the second floor
the roof was flat concrete so a third floor
could be added at a future date. The inside
portions were tile. The restriction of only
metal furniture was enforced until about
1950 when the State Master and the Manager of the Grange News had to have triangle desks. It was a fancy desk that could
only be purchased in wood.
The building lot slanted up from Western
Ave. so the first floor was about two feet
above street level and about eight feet below the alley in the back. When excavating for the first floor they ran into an underground stream which was piped into
the sewer line and is still running as far as
anyone knows.
The first floor was to have the office of
Grange News in the front corner next to
Bay Street and the balance of that floor
was to contain the office and printing plant
of a commercial printer who was printing
the Grange News. They would move in at
a later date. The second floor would have
the offices of the State Master and Secretary across the front of the building. On
the Bay Street side would be the offices of
the Grange Powder Company, the Grange
Wholesale Office along with Washington
Fire Relief having the office in the back
corner of Bay Street and the alley. Grange
Wholesale also had a large space back on
the alley of a loading platform for a small
warehouse. Also off of the loading platform
was a water run elevator so rolls of paper
could be taken down to the presses and
the newspapers could be returned. There
was also a conference room in the center
section. This was to be used as north side
Grange meeting room.
The two story building was completed in
record time and was ready to be occupied
by April 1935, for a total cost of $33,000.
At that time, the government was asking
contractors to work only a 30 hour week in
order to have more people employed. Using the 30 hour week did not result in more
men employed but the contractor said the
men certainly worked better on the short
hours.
In about 1935 the National Grange was
having their convention in one of the western states and a whole train load came in
to Seattle on their way to the convention.
During the layover in Seattle a banquet
was given for the National Master Louis J.
Tabor, the other national officers and other
dignitaries on the lower floor where the
print shop would later be situated. There

were several hundred at this banquet.
Around 1940 the Grange Wholesale indicated that they would have to have more
room. It was decided that space suitable for
all would be secured. The Bellevue area
was looked over but no one would want
to move out in wilderness. Finally five lots
were picked up for $1000 per lot, tax title
property, to be held until needed. Still later,
Grange Wholesale decided they had to be
on a railroad siding so built their plant on
Mercer Avenue near where the entrance to
I-5 is now located. The five lots off Aurora
Avenue were held until after World War II
and were sold to the University of Washington for about $45,000.00. They were
going to build a downtown evening campus at that location. This fell through and
they doubled their money and sold it to the
AAA Auto Club for their state office.
P. J. Cleaver had been Building Manager
from 1932 to about 1940 when Frank McCartney, Assistant Secretary of the Grange
Insurance Association was elected. He remained as manager until 1956.
In about 1936, the Printing Company
signed a contract with Washington State
Grange that they would move in the building and upon notice could be purchased by
a Grange Printing Company. This was done
and about 1940 the Grange Printing Company, owned by the State Grange, Grange
Wholesale, Grange Insurance Association,
Oregon Grange News, and Western Farmers, took over and ran the printing plant.
They operated the plant for many years.
During the World War II years, it was
necessary to cut down the use of oil for
heating the building. With the type of
press the print company was using, to get
the ink to dry in time on the papers it was
necessary to keep the temperature about 72
degrees. We were not going to be able to
do this so to conserve heat, the glass and
cloth material was purchased and a double
window was fixed for every window in the
building. The temperature was kept at 72
degrees day and night and at the end of the
war the Grange had thousands of extra ration points for oil.
Grange Insurance had taken over the
space vacated by Grange Wholesale where
they moved out, but as they were increasing their business, it became necessary to
add a third floor. This floor was to be used
by them with the State Grange having the
second floor. The Grange Powder Company had gone out of business during the
war because of the security requirement of
explosive manufacturing.
When construction for the third floor began, Seattle had a bad earthquake. Everyone first believed the shaking of the building was part of the construction. Because
of this quake, it was insisted that an earthquake band be included above the windows
on the third floor. This floor was built out
of concrete blocks instead of the reinforced
concrete hat had been used on the first two
floors. P. J. Cleaver was called out of retirement to again be in charge of the construction as he was for the original structure.
Grange Insurance then purchased the property in the balance of the block which had

CresComm InterNET Services
Qwest DSL • Nationwide 56k
Dial-up Access
www.crescomm.net • 800-562-0036
info@crescomm.net

CLARK’S CHAMBERS
BED & BREAKFAST INN
Bob and Glenda Clark

322 Clark Rd., Sequim, WA 98382 • (360) 683-4431
clacha@olypen.com

The Washington State Grange has be headquarters in several different building over its 25 years. Most recently (clockwise from lower right) at the state
headquarters building in downtown Seattle (pictured here circa 1970); the
temporary headquarters building in Olympia while the current building was
being constructed; and finally the building as it looks today, located just a
few blocks from the state capital building.
been a service station. The property then
became a parking lot.
In about 1959, Grange Insurance had
purchased another insurance company,
moving into their building and selling their
portion of the Grange Building Company
to the State Grange as well as the parking
lot. Having only one owner the building
company was abolished and the Washington State Grange became the sole owner
and manager of the building. For a number of years an engineering firm leased the
third floor. When they left, the Washington

State Grange moved its offices upstairs,
leasing the second floor to the Grange
Printing Company. When the Grange Printing Company was sold to Valso, the new
company continued to lease the first and
second floors.
Eventually it was decided to either improve the building or build another State
Grange headquarters. In considering this,
it was finally decided to move to Olympia and build near the state capital, but the
building in Seattle gave good service to the
Grange and Grange affiliates for 55 years.

Your 2014 Program
Handbook is Nearby
This year’s Washington
State Grange Program Handbook is available through department heads and as an online publication. It is right at
your fingertips at any time on
the State Grange website.
Refer to the Handbook often
for details about contests and
programs from each Grange
department. Valuable information about Grange Foundation and GIA scholarships is
also in the handbook.

WASHINGTON STATE GRANGE
PROGRAM HANDBOOK 2014

WASHINGTON
STATE GRANGE

P.O. BOX 1186
924 CAPITOL WAY SOUTH #300
OLYMPIA, WA 98507

(360) 943-9911
(800) 854-1635
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
e-mail:
grange@wa-grange.org

http://www.wa-grange.org/
ProgramHandbook2014.pdf
Download the Handbook file to your PC for
ready access.
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Grange Connection
CHELAN COUNTY
Chumstick Grange members’ last delivery of dictionaries of third graders was
to Beaver Valley School, an all grades tworoom elementary school. Previously, books
were given to Osborn Elementary and Upper Valley Christian third graders. To date
Chumstick has donated 1,210 dictionaries
in the 11 years they’ve participated in the
Words for Thirds program.
COWLITZ COUNTY
Rose Valley Grange opened a “gentle”
spook house to all ages. It was followed by
a veteran’s memorial display that was open
to the public with participating students entering an essay contest. A Christmas bazaar
will be held Dec. 6.
GRAYS HARBOR/PACIFIC COUNTIES
Elma Grange hosted Crafter’s Corner.
The annual holiday bazaar is coming up in
November. Elma Grange placed second on
their project display at the Grays Harbor
Fair.
Humptulips Grange resumed their
game night fundraising activities after the
summer hiatus. Upcoming events will be
Nov. 22, Dec. 6, Dec. 19, and Jan 3. There
were three displays at the Grays Harbor
Fair, placing first in the Produce, Junior
and Youth divisions. The Grange Christmas Dinner will be Dec. 12 at 6:30 p.m.,
with the Junior Grange and 4-H members
and their families invited.
North River Grange sent members to

Pomona News
COWLITZ COUNTY
Pomona met recently and elected officers for 2014-15.
FERRY COUNTY
Pomona activities: Junior Grange open
house Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. First Saturday game
night and Christmas potluck, 5:30 p.m.
with free ham and turkey drawing. San
Poil Grange is hosting their annual breakfast with Santa and Country Christmas
Bazaar Dec. 20. Full breakfast served 9-11
a.m. and the bazaar is open until 3 p.m.
Santa will appear and children may pick
up a free gift to wrap for someone special.
All children may participate in a holiday
craft workshop. Tables available for $5.
Proceeds go toward the San Poil scholarship fund.
GRAYS HARBOR/PACIFIC COUNTIES
Pomona learned about disaster preparations at their last meeting. There were
11 Grange displays at the Grays Harbor
County Fair and four displays at the Pacific
County Fair. Pomona placed second in the
produce division and the Pomona Youth
Group placed second in the youth division
at the Grays Harbor Fair. The Agriculture
Building, including Grange displays, received the coveted Black and White Award
from the State Fairs Commissioner. Pomona members will be baking pies for the
Union Gospel Mission for Thanksgiving.
Tom Gwin was reelected Pomona Master
for 2015.
LEWIS COUNTY
Pomona will not meet in November or
December. Meeting nights have changed
to the third Saturday of each month with a
6 p.m. potluck and a 7 p.m. meeting. The
January meeting will be at Newaukum
Grange Jan. 17, 2015. Pomona is putting
together an installation team to install officers in Thurston County in January.
SKAGIT COUNTY
Pomona met at Rexville in October.
Members had an information booth at the
Skagit County Fair in August. A booth was
put in at the Washington State Fair in Puyallup in September. That booth got seventh
in arrangement and fifth in exhibit.
SNAKE RIVER
Pomona voted at the Nov. 15 meeting at
Columbia Valley to donate $25 to the Walla Walla County Extension office for their
4-H awards program. Dennis Love was
reelected Master. The schedule for 2015
meetings was set. The next meeting will be
March 21, 2015 at Burbank.

Junior Grange camp and worked the Elma
rest stop as a fundraiser. They hosted the
North River reunion and participated in
Saginaw Logging Days. Dictionaries were
presented to third graders at the North River School. The Grange hosted a Halloween
dance and party. North River received first
place on their display at the Grays Harbor
Fair and also put a display in the Pacific
County Fair. Grange members continue to
operate the North River Food Bank. The
Grange Christmas party is scheduled for
Dec. 7 with a potluck dinner.
North Willapa Harbor Grange held
a successful strawberry festival with the
highest attendance ever. Plans are progressing for the Grange’s holiday bazaar
Nov. 15-16. North Willapa Harbor had
displays at both the Pacific County Fair
and the Grays Harbor Fair, placing third at
the latter. The Grange Christmas party is
planned for Dec. 10.
Olympic View Grange placed third
on their display at the Grays Harbor Fair.
Members visited Junior Grange camp in
July. A lazy man cake walk fundraising
event was held in October.
Willapa Valley Grange had a large display at the Pacific County Fair. Members
learned about climate change at a recent
meeting. Members have been collecting
items for Keep Washington Warm. The
Grange hosted a candidate forum for county offices, with 68 in attendance. The December meeting is canceled. There will be
a community forum at the hall Jan. 14 at 7
p.m. Refreshments will be served.
KING COUNTY
Issaquah Valley Grange had Larry
Franks of the Issaquah Fish Hatchery speak
on the preservation efforts that are ongoing
to save the Kokanee salmon, which is near
extinction. The species are a land locked
form of sockeye salmon. The hatchery is
trying to bring back the Kokanee to several
creeks which flow into Lake Sammamish.
Steele Lake Highline Grange members reelected Jack Hendrickson Master
for 2015. The installation of officers presented by the Figg/Wilber family will be
held Nov. 25, 6:30 p.m. potluck, 7:30 p.m.
meeting. Other Granges that want to have
officers installed are welcome. The Christmas meeting and potluck starts at 6:30
p.m. Dec. 9 and will include membership
awards. Members presented 94 dictionaries to third grade students at Wildwood Elementary School Nov. 3.
LEWIS COUNTY
Silver Creek Ethel Grange hosted a
candidate forum for the top two candidates
for commission, assessor, auditor and sheriff. There were 42 in attendance.
MASON COUNTY
Matlock Grange held election of officers Oct. 3. The annual holiday dinner party is scheduled for Dec. 5 at 6 p.m. Family
and friends are welcome. Give exchange,
$5 minimum. Santa will make an appearance.
SPOKANE COUNTY
Green Bluff Grange had a successful harvest festival in October. Members
donated to the North County Food Pantry through their involvement with Junior
Grangers and the Boy Scouts. A planning
meeting for 2015 is scheduled for Dec. 9.
The annual Christmas party will be held
Dec. 13. The member gift exchange is
coming up Dec. 16. Last Sunday pancake
breakfasts continue each month (except
December).
McIntosh Grange’s Halloween party
had 130 kids and parents in attendance for
games, a cake walk, movies, basketball,
pumpkin bowling, gold and other activities. Many local businesses donated prizes
for drawings. Bill and Kathy Creed decorated the hall with help from community
members. Plans are in effect for Christmas
on the Palouse and an awards program and

BYLAWS CHANGES
Cowlitz Prairie Grange #737 will
vote on changes to the bylaws
at their first Feb. 11 meeting.

potluck in December.
STEVENS COUNTY
Camas Valley Grange will hold a community Christmas potluck dinner Dec. 7 at
1 p.m. A full turkey dinner will be served
and there will be candy and gifts for the
kids, along with a visit from Santa Claus.
KITTITAS COUNTY
Swauk Teanaway Grange’s hunters’
breakfast was held opening day, Oct. 11,
and brought about 350 people to the hall
for pancakes, grilled ham and eggs made
to order. The money raised through a raffle
goes to the Christmas Giving Tree project,
providing gifts to local children. The North
Country Bluegrass Band performed at the
hall Oct. 18. The old fashioned barn dance
was held Nov. 15, featuring music by Lem
Pratt and the Cascade Rangers. The annual
community Christmas dinner is slated for
Dec. 7 at 1 p.m. Those attending are encouraged to bring a side dish or dessert
item to complement the roast turkey, gravy,
mashed potatoes and stuffing provided by
Grange members. Christmas carols with
a Celtic twist will be performed by Jenny
and Josh Humphrey, and Dance Craze will
perform. Donations of non-perishable food
items and gifts for the local Christmas basket program are being accepted.
LEWIS COUNTY
Adna Grange will hold a breakfast with
Santa event Dec. 13 from 8 a.m. to 11:30
a.m. Guests will enjoy all you can eat pancakes, ham, scrambled eggs and a drink
for $6. Santa will be available for pictures
(bring your own camera this year).
Newaukum Grange held booster night
Oct. 23. Members honored three new
Golden Sheaf and one new Silver Star recipients. There was a potluck before the
meeting and cake and coffee followed.
PIERCE COUNTY
McMillin Grange members delivered
dictionaries and school supplies to Silver
Lake Elementary School. They’re also
gathering gifts for Northwest Santa. And a
correction from last issue: there were actually about 80, not eight, 4-H leaders at the
Pierce County Leader’s dinner.
Waller Road Grange honored six longtime members at an October meeting:
Doug Looker, George Walk, Patty Franz,
Dan Nelson and Sharon Wischmeier for 50
years, and Jan Schmidt for 40 years. The
Washington State Cloggers were the entertainment. Members are still collecting hats,
gloves and scarves for local charities.
SKAGIT COUNTY
Skagit Valley Grange members collected and delivered 250 pounds of food to
the Alger Food Bank in October for World
Food Day. Members delivered 54 backpacks and school supplies in August to the
DSHS in Mt. Vernon for foster children.
The public was invited to a spaghetti dinner Oct. 24. The annual Christmas party
and potluck will be held Dec. 8 at 6:30
p.m. More food bank donations will be accepted.
THURSTON COUNTY
South Union Grange held elections
Oct. 20. Patty Mathews was re-elected
Master. Member Mary Brouillard and her
husband Bill welcomed a new baby, Bruce
Leonard Brouillard, Oct. 18. Besides his
mom, his grandma Christie Vintilo and
great-grandma Ruth Layton are members.
South Union’s annual community Christmas dinner and party will be held at 2 p.m.
Dec. 14. The main course will be supplied
by the Grange, so bring a side or dessert.
They will be singing carols and will have a
visit from Santa. It’s time for the quarterly
food drive, so bring your donations to the
Christmas party or the Dec. 15 meeting.
WAHKIAKUM COUNTY
Long Beach Grange hosts many individual and group functions throughout the

LOCAL FOOD
FOR CHICKENS
AND HORSES
www.baxterbarn.org
(425) 765-7883

year. Most of these occur on a weekly, basis such as the Indoor Market which is held
the first and third Friday/Saturday weekends and is attended by 11-15 vendors to
display and sell their products. Kitchen
Music is played by JJ & the Boys at the
Market on Saturdays and again Sunday afternoon. The consignment auction is held
the second Saturday and is manned by
Grange members and friends. Various days
and times during the week the Peninsula
Duplicate Bridge Club, Line Dancers, and
Destiny Friends Church rent space. Thursday afternoons the Long Beach Grange
sponsors a 4-H club. As a result of these
people/activities participation, Master Rick
Haug suggested a “Home at the Grange
Appreciation Dinner” as a thanks you for
using the Grange. The dinner was held Oct.
25 at the hill with approximately 73 people
in attendance. The welcome and pledge
of allegiance was led by Lady Assistant
Steward Gale Ahrens. Prayer was given by
Pastor Dan Burns of the Destiny Friends
Church. Dinner was served buffet style,
while the cake was served by some of the
attendees. The cakes displayed the Long
Beach Grange logo, noting the Grange was
founded 1918. The evening closed with the
song “Home at the Grange.”
YAKIMA COUNTY
Outlook Grange members held their
first Christmas bazaar Nov. 1. A total of
10 vendor tables were rented. A soup luncheon was served. Two of the vendors were
10-year old kids raising money for projects, and Buna Grange rented two tables.

Camper Club News
HAPPY WANDERERS
The club met for their November meeting at Jackson’s in Terrace Heights, hosted
by Kip and Barb Brien. They held election
of officers. The club is welcoming in members of The Wenamonas, a long time camper club that had to retire the charter. The
next meeting is Dec. 18 at the Jackson’s,
with Vera and Helen serving as scouts.
SPOKAMPERS
The October meeting was held at Barlow’s Restaurant in Liberty Lake hosted by
George and Judy O’Malley. The next get
together will be at Central Grange Dec. 6.
It is a no host potluck affair. There will be
a gift exchange and if you hadn’t paid your
dues you can do it then. The RV parking
at the 2016 State Grange convention was
discussed. Elections were held and the following are the new 2015 Officers for the
Spokampers: Wagonmaster Forrest Diehl;
Secretary Dovie Britton; and Treasurer
Mike Britton.
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2014 State Grange Fair Booth
Contests winners announced
By Tom Gwin
State Lecturer
Congratulations to those Granges who
participated in the State Grange Fair Booth
Contest. There were many excellent entries
and the judges spent hours reviewing your
booklets. The winners in this year’s contest
are:
Pomona Granges, Produce Division:
First Place to
Skagit County Pomona with their
display from the
Washington State
Fair; Second Place
to Cowlitz County Pomona with
their display at the
Cowlitz County
Fair; Third Place
to Grays Harbor/
Pacific
Pomona
Tom Gwin
with their display
at the Grays Harbor County Fair.
Pomona Granges, Project Division: First
Place to King County Pomona Grange
(King County Fair); Second Place to Grays
Harbor/Pacific Pomona (Pacific County
Fair); Third Place to Spokane County Pomona (Spokane Interstate Fair).
Subordinate Granges, Produce Division:
First Place to McMillin Grange (Washington State Fair); Second Place to Lower
Naches Grange (Central Washington Fair);
Third Place to East Hill Grange (Washington State Fair); Fourth Place tie between
South Lake Stevens (Evergreen State Fair)
and Humptulips Grange (Grays Harbor
County Fair); Honorable Mention to Sallal
Grange (King County Fair), Skagit Valley
Grange (Skagit County Fair), and Humptulips/Ford’s Prairie Grange (Washington

State Fair).
Subordinate Granges, Project Division:
First Place to Ralston Grange (Wheatland Communities Fair); Second Place to
Oakview (Southwest Washington Fair);
Third Place to Deer Lagoon Grange (Whidbey Island Fair); Fourth Place tie between
Camden Grange (Spokane Interstate Fair)
and Calispel Grange (Pend Oreille County
Fair; Honorable Mention to Fargher Lake
(Clark County Fair), Camden (Pend Oreille
County Fair); Calispel (Spokane Interstate
Fair), Edgewood (Pierce County Fair), and
Newaukum (Southwest Washington Fair).
Your State Lecturer Team met in October
to review all of our programs and activities. Following the National Grange convention, we will finalize our program and
submit the program for printing the 2015
State Grange Program Handbook. We do
have a major change this year for the poetry contest. The contest has been changed to
“Creative Writing.” In addition to poetry,
we have added classes for short stories (intended to entertain the reader) and essays
(intended to inform and/or persuade the
reader). All classes will use the theme of
“Barns” for 2015.
One additional note: Kyle Hitchcock,
our State Grange Talent Contest winner,
was unable to represent us at the National
Grange Convention due to college classes
and the inability to get excused from classes. We are fortunate that the runner-up,
Brian Ellard (Sequim Prairie Grange) was
able to attend and represent us at the Evening of Excellence. More from the national
convention in next month’s column.
The annual Lecturer Report form is due
at the end of December. Please be sure to
complete the report as soon as your last
event for the year is completed.

State produces a National Junior Grange
Ambassador for the fifth year in a row
By Codi Titus
Junior Grange Director
A big thank you to Alexis Kudsk and
Morgan Browning for representing the
Washington State Junior Grange at National Grange in November. Alexis was
the outgoing ambassador and Morgan is
the new ambassador. Both of these young
ladies have many
years of accomplishments, great
role
models,
strong
families
and wonderful enthusiasm. They are
to be commended.
Spend a couple of
minutes
talking
to them; they will
Codi Titus
make you proud.
Facebook is becoming a bigger part of keeping Grangers
informed. I learned on Facebook that East
Hill Junior Grange had 16 kids at their last
meeting. At State Grange when I talked to
Rosie she was kind of sad because she was
only having 1 to 3 kids show up for meetings. This just makes my heart happy. I am
sure that there are more junior granges in
the state doing wonderful things, keep up
the great work.
The next two merit badges are Membership Growth and Kelley Farm Support. For
Membership Growth you need to: volunteer to help with membership growth for
your JG, suggest ways that new members
might be gained and follow through with as
many of your suggestions as possible, and
sign up two new members for your Junior
Grange. Easy peasy! For Kelley Farm Sup-

port, you need to: help your Junior Grange
earn funds for a donation to the “Kelley
Farm Animal Support Project,” write to
the Kelley Farm and ask for a brochure
describing the farm, and share it with your
Junior Grange. (Oliver H. Kelley Farm,
15788 Kelley Farm Rd., Elk River, MN
55330-6234.) Another one that can turn
into a lecturer’s program and everyone will
learn more about the Grange. Remember
that as you accomplish these merit badges
let me know and I will purchase the badges
for you!
Looking for a subordinate Grange that
will take on the project of making red vests
for the juniors that they can put their badges on. Could be a little money-maker for
your subordinate Grange. Any volunteers?
Nothing fancy; similar to the Girl Scout
vests.
Last but not least remember we are still
collecting money for Summit Dog Assistance. They are doing great work. I hope
this summer we can schedule a work-day
to go up and help them with their new
home. More information soon on naming
one of the puppies. I must come up with
guidelines first.
Best wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving!
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Grange Websites
www.wa-grange.org
www.wagrangenews.org
www.nationalgrange.org

And be sure to like us on Facebook!

What is a Grange youth?
By Jerry Gwin
Youth Director
What is a Grange youth? A Grange
youth is an individual who is a subordinate
Grange member that participates in activities organized by the State or National
Grange Youth departments.
The Grange Youth program is designed
to provide leadership training and life
skills training opportunities. There
are only two programs that are age
specific,
while
all other youth
department programs are open to
all Grange members regardless of
age. The two age
specific programs Jerry Gwin
are the Youth
Ambassador and
Young Couple of the Year programs.
The goals of the Grange Youth Development department include providing leadership training through a variety of opportunities such as:
• Teen Weekend
• Regional Conferences
• Ambassador Programs
• John Trimble Legislative Experience
• Mentoring Programs
• The State and National Grange conventions
Individual life skills will be developed

through the Achievement Award Program,
which offers opportunities for exploration in public speaking, communications
(sign-a-song and foreign language), critical thinking, mentoring, and career exploration.
Pride and knowledge will be developed
in those who desire to learn more about
our organization through the Grange Trivia
Challenge and Grange Jeopardy programs.
We will work with the Junior Grange department in creating opportunities for older
Junior Grange members to begin their
transition into the subordinate Grange by
encouraging youth to be mentors to those
older juniors and by providing opportunities for them to become involved in the
Achievement Award Program.
To begin the future of your Grange, each
Grange should appoint a Youth Committee
Chairman to promote youth activities to
potential members and to assist in recruiting them for membership in youth Subordinate Grange. It takes time to recruit new
members, thus doing it now will assist in
building your Grange for the future.
Please contact me for additional assistance in recruiting youth members for your
Grange. I can be contacted at PO Box 14,
Humptulips WA 985522 or give me a call
at (360) 987-2546.
Next month we will cover the year end
youth activities and the roles of our State
Grange Youth members at the National
Grange session. I am expecting the 2015
national program to be available at that
time as well.

New 2015 Junior Grange
program looks to future
The Junior Grange had a great
year celebrating its 125th Anniversary in 2014, and is using that
enthusiasm to move into its next
year.
This week, National Grange
Junior Development Director Lillian Booth announced the new
theme for 2015: “Join Us Now In
Our Red Shoes.”
Programs are being developed
to teach Juniors “how to ask others to join the Grange,” Booth
said. Through these programs,
Juniors will learn critical thinking
skills and as develop confidence
and ability in public speaking.
Additionally, the programs can
be adapted to the needs of the individual States Granges or individuals Grange members whether
they are a chartered Junior Grange
or 1+ members of a Subordinate
Grange.
Booth said she believes we must
also work to educate and develop
Junior leaders.
“Junior Grange leaders are the
key to the success of the program.
To that end, a Junior Leader enrichment event will be rolled out in the
spring of 2015, starting in Oregon,”
Booth said.

She expects to do such training
through “hands on, interactive activities for Junior Leaders and potential
leaders.”
“It will provide direction and skills
for those working with our Juniors,”
she said.
Additionally, the Junior Grange
department will be actively looking
for sponsors and grants for activities and contests, Booth said she also
hopes to partner with other groups
who share similar goals.
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Washington Home
Director has tips for
Family Living chairs

Add some spice to a
traditional holiday meal
The classic roasted turkey dinner is always delicious, but from time to time we
could all use a little more spice in our lives.
To that end, the folks at Butterball® offer
this nice twist on a holiday dinner.
Roast Turkey with Spice Rub
Prep Time: 15 minutes
Total Time: 3+ hours
Makes: 12 servings
Ingredients:
3 tbsp. firmly packed light brown sugar
3 tbsp. kosher or sea salt
3 tbsp. chili powder
2 tsp. black pepper
2 tsp. roasted cumin
2 tsp. garlic powder
2 tsp. crushed red pepper flakes
1 tsp. ground coriander12-14 lbs. Butterball® Whole Turkey, thawed if frozen
6 tbsp. canola oil
Directions:
1. Combine all ingredients except turkey
and oil. Blend well. (May be prepared two
to three days in advance. Store mixture in
an airtight container at room temperature.)
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2. Remove neck and giblets from body
and neck cavities of turkey; refrigerate for
another use or discard. Turn wings back to
hold neck skin in place. Return legs to the
tucked position, if untucked. Place turkey,
breast side up, on flat rack in shallow roasting pan.
3. Brush outside of the turkey with half
of the oil; rub outside and inside cavity
with spice mixture. Cover and refrigerate
12 hours or overnight.
4. Preheat oven to 325° F.
5. Brush spiced turkey with remaining
3 tbsp. of oil. Bake approximately 3hours,
or until meat thermometer reaches 180°F
when inserted in the thickest part of the
thigh. Remove turkey from oven.
6. Let turkey stand 15 minutes before
carving.

GRANGES WITH
MEMBERSHIP GAINS
October/November 2014

Bainbridge Island #1051
Cowlitz Prairie #737		
Crystal #1126		
Deer Lagoon #846		
Five Mile Prairie #905
Fosest #153			
Hope #155			
Matlock #357		
Mclane #383			
Molson #1069		
Mossy Rock #355		
Pleasant Hill #101		
Ralston #943			
Riverside Valley #1047
Rose Valley #953		
San Juan Island #966
South Union #860		
Swauk-Teanaway #984
The Valley #1048		
Williams Valley #452		

2
2
8
2
1
2
1
1
2
2
1
3
1
2
1
19
2
3
3
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By Cecelia Hamilton
Family Living Director
With Christmas holidays and a brand
new year just around the corner many of
our Granges have held their yearly election
of officers, and now the anticipation of a
new year is before us. For those who have
accepted the opportunity to serve in a leadership position it may seem a little overwhelming at times. It doesn’t matter if we
have held this office in the past, each year
is a brand new adventure and we have the
task to familiarize ourselves with the duties
of our office and
what our responsibilities are.
Some of you
may be asking
“What is a Family Living Chair?”
Well, our charge
basically says it
all. It states; “Just
as the home is the
center of family
living, so should
the Grange be Cecelia Hamilton
the center of rural
community
life. Your effort
should be directed toward making your
meeting place truly a Grange home, radiating friendliness and hospitality to all who
come within its doors. Every time the door
of the Grange hall is opened and guests received, the Family Living Department is
involved and the way your Grange is perceived is established. You perform a very
important function for your Grange.”
By maintaining organization and communication throughout your time in office
you will find the role to be humbling and

filled with wonderful surprises. As a family living chair the requirements necessary
to fulfill your obligation and to best serve
your Grange and community are set forth
to ensure success and fun for all. I have
put together the responsibilities and tips to
carry out your activities here for your convenience.
Family Living Chair Duties
• Promote program educational materials
at Grange meetings.
• Make an impact through the Family
Living projects carried out in your Grange
and Pomona.
• Attend a family living conference at the
state level each year.
• Attend a family living conference other
than state level in your Pomona / Subordinate Grange yearly.
• Promote community awareness and involvement of program information.
• Promote and participate in Pomona
Contests.
• Communicate regularly with your district director and state director.
• Prepare and submit your year- end report to the state director on time.
• Maintain a Family Living Notebook
that includes program activities, contacts,
educational information and Family Living
year-end reports for your Grange.
I hope these tips and guidelines assist
you in your duties and help to make your
experience as the Family Living Chair a
rewarding and enjoyable adventure. Please
feel free to contact your District Director or
myself today for assistance.
State Director, Cecelia Hamilton: 20 Old
West Curlew Lake Road, Republic, WA
99166, (509) 775-0191, familyliving@wagrange.org.

STATE FAMILY LIVING TEAM MEMBERS
North Central District
Chelan, Ferry, Douglas, Okanogan, Grant
Pomonas
Cleta Adams, Director
56 Pine Chee Road
Oroville, WA 98844
(509) 485-2266
squattingduck1@frontier.com
Northeast District
Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Spokane, Stevens
Pomonas
Cec Hamilton, Director
cechamilton@ymail.com
(509) 775-0191
20 Old West Curlew Lake Rd.
Republic, WA. 99166
Northern District
(King, Snohomish, Skagit, Whatcom, San
Juan, Island Pomonas
JoAnn Anderson Director
2714 70th Ave. SE
Mercer Island, WA. 98040
(206) 232-5233
SofaRiders@aol.com
Northwest District
Clallam, Grays Harbor, Jefferson, Kitsap,
Mason, Pierce, Thurston Pomonas
Diane Williams Director

5020 Orvas Court SE
Olympia, WA. 98512
(360) 791-9570
buttercup60@msn.com
South Central District
Kittitas, Sunnyside, Yakima, Riverside,
Klickitat Pomonas
Margaret Morris, Director
12307 Marbel Rd.
Yakima, WA. 98908
(509) 965-4584
margrmorris@yakimavalleynetwork.com
Southwest District
Pacific,Lewis,Wahkiakum,Cowlitz,Skama
nia, Clark Pomonas
Carol Brent Director
321 Mahaffey Rd.
Kelso, WA 98626
(360) 423-5373
Southeast District
Adams, Whitman, Franklin, Walla Walla,
Columbia, Garfield, Asotin Pomonas
Cec Hamilton, Director
cechamilton@ymail.com
(509) 775-0191
20 Old West Curlew Lake Rd.
Republic, WA. 99166

State Grange Foundation needs your contributions
The Washington State Grange Foundation would like to ask you to consider making a taxdeductible contribution to the Washington State Grange Foundation Unrestricted Funds.
Unrestricted funds consist of resources available for the various programs and administration
of the Foundation which have not been restricted by a donor. In other words, the Foundation
can use these funds for emergency situations and more.
Contributions to the Foundation Unrestricted Funds account are the greatest need faced by
the Foundation at this time. Again, your donation to this 501(c) (3) is tax-deductible.
Make checks payable WSG Foundation Funds and mail to WSG Foundation, PO Box 1186,
Olympia, WA 98507-1186.
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Service dog program impresses
Grangers at national session
By Karie Blasingame
DCI Communications Fellow
Bonsai, 8, celebrated his attendance at
his fifth convention Friday.
The service dog was on hand for the Idea
Fair at the148th
Annual
National
Grange
Convention, as part of the
demonstration for
Dogs for the Deaf,
Inc.
Jenny
Nickelson, Central Point,
Ore., who serves as
a trainer for the organization had been
training dogs for
eight years when
she was asked to
train a service animal, she told the
group gathered for
her workshop.
Nickelson said she was unsure of how to
proceed and chose to search for a way to
do it.
She found Dogs for the Deaf, Inc.,
founded in 1977 by Roy G. Kabat, and
moved to Oregon to begin her career there.
DFD trains dogs to alert for seven different sounds: timer, phone, alarm clock, door
knock, smoke alarm and baby cry.
The dogs are trained to stop whatever
they are doing and alert their owner that
there is a sound.
Trainers train between five and six dogs
at a time for roughly six months.
Nickelson said the organization current-

ly has 35 dogs in training.
“Only 25 percent of dogs will pass the
training and become hearing dogs,” Nickelson told the audience.
She said terriers tend to be one of the best
breeds to train because
“they are tenacious and
have a great work ethic.”
“Poodles do well. Most
of our dogs are mutts, but
the herding breeds don’t
work as well,” she said.
There is a $50 application fee to apply to receive
a dog from the program,
and if accepted DFD requires a $500 Good Faith
donation that is returned
after you have had your
hearing dog for one year.
It takes roughly a year to
receive a dog.
Dogs for the Deaf, Inc.
does not receive any financial assistance
from the government. They accept donations in all sizes and are now offering
three different levels of dog sponsorships:
quarter sponsorship for $5,000, half sponsorship for $10,000 or full sponsorship for
$20,000.
“Granges all around the country have
really rallied to support Dogs for the Deaf
over the past several years,” National
Grange Sales, Benefits, Programs and
Membership Recognition Director Samantha Johnson said. “In each issue of the
Dogs for the Deaf magazine you can see
notes of contributions large and small from
Granges.”

(Above) The idea fair at the
National Grange convention
featured a presentation by
Jenny Nickelson about service dogs with the service
dog Bonsai. This was part of
the demonstration for Dogs
for the Deaf, Inc., for which
the Junior Grange has been
collecting donations.
(Left) It’s always fun to see the
holiday-themed displays at
the State Grange convention.
These two Christmas themed
pieces were on display at the
125th annual session earlier
this year.

